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PART 1 – CONTEXT 

 ספר יונה פרק א

ר׃  י ֵלאמ ֹֽ ַּ֖ ָ֥ה ֶבן־ֲאִמת  ק ֶאל־יֹונ  ר־ְיקו ָ֔ ְַֽיִה֙י ְדב  ֹֽ  א( ו 

1. Jonah 1:1 

Now the word of the Lord came to Jonah the son of Amittai, saying 

 

 2. מלכים ב פרק יד

ה  ָ֑ ֶלְך ְיהּוד  ש ֶמֵ֣ ַּ֖ ָ֥הּו ֶבן־יֹוא  ְצי  ֲאמ  ה ל  נ ָ֔ ה ש  ים כג( ִבְשנ ֙ת ֲחֵמש־ֶעְשֵרֵ֣ ְמ֔רֹון ַאְרָבִעִ֥ ְך־ִיְשָרֵא֙ל ְבׁש ֹׁ֣ לֶּ ֶֽ ׁש מֶּ ן־יֹוָאָ֤ ם בֶּ ַלְך ָיָרְבָעָ֨ ָמָ֠

ה ת ָׁשָנֶֽ ר  ְוַאַחַ֖ א ס ָ֗ ָ֑ק ל ֵ֣ ו  ע ְבֵעיֵנֵ֣י ְיק  ַּ֖ ר  ש ה  ָ֥ע  י  לכד( ו  ֵאֹֽ יא ֶאת־ִיְשר  ר ֶהֱחִטַּ֖ ט ֲאֶשָ֥ ם ֶבן־ְנב ָ֔ ֵ֣ ְבע  ט או֙ת י ר  ל־ח  ּוא ֵהִשי֙ב  ִמכ  כה( הָ֗

יא   נ  ִבָ֔ ֙י ה  ָ֤ה ֶבן־ֲאִמת  ֹו יֹונ  ְבדּ֞ ר ְבי  ד־ע  ר ִדֶבָ֗ ל ֲאֶשֵ֣ ֵאָ֔ י ִיְשר  ֙ק ֱאֹלֵהֵ֣ ו  ר ְיק  ָ֤ ה ִכְדב  ָ֑ ב  ֲער  ֵ֣ם ה  ד־י  ת ע  ַּ֖ ֹוא ֲחמ  ל ִמְלבָ֥ ֵאָ֔ ּול ִיְשר  ֶאת־ְגבֵ֣

ֶפר ֵחֹֽ ָ֥ת ה  ר ִמג  ל ֲאֶשַּ֖ ֵאֹֽ ֵזַּ֖ר ְלִיְשר  ין ע  ּוב ְוֵאָ֥ זָ֔ ֶפס ע  צּו֙ר ְוֶאֵ֣ ֶפס ע  ד ְוֶאָ֤ ה ְמא ָ֑ ֶרֵ֣ ל מ  ֵאַּ֖ י ִיְשר  ָ֛ק ֶאת־ֳעִנָ֥ ו  ה ְיק  ָ֧ א  ר  כו( ִכי־ר  כז( ְול א־ִדֶבֵ֣

ם  ֹוִשיֵעָ֔ יֵ֣ ִים ו  ָ֑ מ  ש  ת ה  ח  ַּ֖ ל ִמת  ֵאָ֔ ם ִיְשר  ק ִלְמחֹו֙ת ֶאת־ֵשֵ֣ ו ָ֔ שְיק  ֹֽ ם ֶבן־יֹוא  ָ֥ ְבע  ַּ֖ד י ר  ְבי   

2. 2 Kings Chapter 14 

23) In the fifteenth year of King Amaziah son of Joash of Judah, King Jeroboam son of 

Joash of Israel became king in Samaria—for forty-one years. 24) He did what was 

displeasing to the Lord; he did not depart from all the sins that Jeroboam son of Nebat had 

caused Israel to commit. 25) It was he who restored the territory of Israel from Lebo-hamath 

to the sea of the Arabah, in accordance with the promise that the Lord, the God of Israel, had 

made through His servant, the prophet Jonah son of Amittai from Gath-hepher. 26) For the 

Lord saw the very bitter plight of Israel, with neither bond nor free left, and with none to help 

Israel. 27) And the Lord resolved not to blot out the name of Israel from under heaven; and 

he delivered them through Jeroboam son of Joash. 

 

 3. תלמוד בבלי מסכת בבא בתרא דף טו ע"א

 אנשי כנסת הגדולה כתבו )קנד"ג סימן( יחזקאל ושנים עשר דניאל ומגילת אסתר 

3. Babylonian Talmud Tractate Bava Batra 15a 

The members of the Great Assembly wrote: Ezekiel, and the Twelve Prophets, Daniel and the 

Scroll of Esther. 

 

 

PART 2 – CONTENT  
 
Structure of Sefer Yona 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

ACT 1 ACT 2 

Yonah is sent to Nineveh (1:1-2) Yonah is sent to Nineveh (3:1-2) 

He runs to Tarshish (1:3-4) He goes to Nineveh (3:3-4) 

Fear of the sailors (1:5-8) The King orders people to repent 

(3:6-9) 

Yonah’s declaration of faith in 

Hashem (1:9) 

The people of Nineveh’s faith in 

Hashem (3:5) 

Sailors recognition of Hashem 

(1:10) 

The people of Nineveh repent 

(3:10) 

Prayer of the sailors (1:14) Yonah’s prayer (4:2-4) 

Yonah is saved by the fish (2:1) The people of Nineveh are saved 

(4:3-10) 

Miracle of the fish (2:1, 11) Miracle of the kikayon (4:7-10) 

Yonah is saved (2:2-10) The word of Hashem about the 

salvation of the people of Nineveh 

(4:11) 

Act 1
Chapter 1 - sailors 

come to 
recognition of 

Hashem

Chapter 2 - Yonah 
comes to 

recognition of 
Hashem

Act 2
Chapter 3 -

Nineveh comes to 
recognition of 

Hashem

Chapter 4 - Yonah 
comes to 

recognition of 
Hashem
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4. Ambrose John Wilson, Princeton Theological Review, 1927 

“In February 1891, the whaling ship “Star of the East” was in the vicinity of the Falkland 

Islands and the lookout sighted a large sperm whale three miles away. Two boats were launched 

and in a short time one of the harpooners was enabled to spear the fish. The second boat 

attacked the whale but was upset by a lash of its tail and the men thrown into the sea, one man 

being drowned, and another, James Bartley, having disappeared could not be found. The whale 

was killed and in a few hours was lying by the ship’s side and the crew were busy with axes 

and spades removing the blubber. They worked all day and part of the night. Next morning 

they attached some tackle to the stomach which was hoisted on the deck. The sailors were 

startled by something in it which gave spasmodic signs of life, and inside was found the missing 

sailor doubled up and unconscious. He was laid on the deck and treated to a bath of sea water 

which soon revived him… He remained two weeks a raving lunatic. At the end of the third 

week he had entirely recovered from the shock and resumed his duties.” 

 

PART 3 – CONCEPTS 

 5. יונה פרק א

ָ֑ק  ו  ה ֶאת־ְיק  ַּ֖ ה ְגדֹול  ָ֥ ים ִיְרא  ִשָ֛ ֲאנ  ּו ה  יְראָ֧ ִיֹֽ יםטז( ו  ִרֹֽ ּו ְנד  ִַֽיְדרַּ֖ ֹֽ ק ו  ו ָ֔ יק  ֹֽ ֙ח ל  ב  ְזְבחּו־ֶז֙ ִיֹֽ ו   

5. Jonah Chapter 1 

16) And the men feared the Lord exceedingly, and they made sacrifices to the Lord and made 

vows. 

 

 6. רש"י יונה פרק א 

שיתגיירו –טז( וידרו נדרים   

6. Rashi on Jonah Chapter 1 

16) Made vows – they converted 

 

 7. יונה פרק ב

֙ק  ו  ן ְיק  ָ֤ ְימ  גא( ו  י  ָדֹׁ֣ ֙ה ִבְמֵעֵ֣ י יֹונ  ְיִהָ֤ ָ֑ה ו  ע  ֶאת־יֹונ  ֹול ִלְבֹלַּ֖ דָ֔ גג  ֹות ַהָד֔ ה ֵלילֹֽ ָ֥ ים ּוְשֹלש  ה י ִמַּ֖ ָ֥ ְשֹלש   

י  ַּ֖ק אלקיו ִמְמֵעַּ֖ ו  ה ֶאל־ְיק  ל יֹונ ָ֔ ֵלֵ֣ ִיְתפ  הב( ו  ַהָדָגֶֽ  

7. Jonah Chapter 2 

1) And the Lord appointed a huge fish to swallow up Jonah, and Jonah was in the belly of the 

fish for three days and three nights. 2) And Jonah prayed to the Lord his God, from the belly 

of the fish. 

 

 8. רש"י יונה פרק ב

בריוח ולא נתן לב להתפלל רמז הקדוש ברוך הוא לדג והקיאו לתוך פיה של נקבה זכר היה והיה עומד  -א( דג גדול 

 שהיתה מלאה עוברי' והיה שם בדוחק ויתפלל שם שנאמר ממעי הדגה

8. Rashi on Jonah 2:1 

a huge fish: It was a male, and he stood there with room, so that he did not think to pray. The 

Holy One, blessed he He, hinted to the fish, and it spewed him out into the mouth of a 

female, which was full of embryos, and it was crowded there, and he prayed there, as it is 

said: (verse 2) “from the belly of the fish ”. 
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 9. יונה פרק ג

ֶכת ֹֽ יְנֵוַּ֖ה ֶנְהפ  ֹום ְוִנֹֽ ים יָ֔ ִעֵ֣ ְרב  ר ֚עֹוד א  י אמ ָ֔ ֙א ו  ִיְקר  ד ו  ָ֑ ֹום ֶאח  ְך יֵ֣ ַּ֖ ֲהל  יר מ  ִעָ֔ ֹוא ב  בֵ֣ ֙ה ל  ֶָ֤חל יֹונ  י   ד( ו 

ִיְקְראּו־צֹו֙ם  אלקים ו  יְנֵוַּ֖ה ֵבֹֽ י ִנֹֽ ְנֵשָ֥ ינּו א  ַֽי ֲאִמָ֛ ֹֽ םה( ו  ם ְוַעד־ְקַטָנֶֽ ים ִמְגדֹוָלַ֖ ּו ַשִק֔ ַוִיְלְבׁשֹׁ֣  

ֵיַּ֖ ק ו  ס ש ָ֔ ֵ֣ ְיכ  יו ו  ָ֑ ל  ע  ֹו ֵמֹֽ ְרתַּ֖ ד  ר א  י ֲעֵבָ֥ ֹו ו  ֙ם ִמִכְסאָ֔ ק  י ֙ ה ו  יְנֵוָ֔ ֶלְך ִנֹֽ ֙ר ֶאל־ֶמֵ֣ ב  ד  ָ֤ע ה  ִיג  ֶפרו( ו  ֵאֹֽ ל־ה  ֶשב ע   

9. Jonah Chapter 3 

4) And Jonah commenced to come into the city, one day's walk, and he proclaimed and said, 

"In another forty days Nineveh shall be overturned!" 5) And the people of Nineveh believed 

in God, and they proclaimed a fast and donned sackcloth, from their greatest to their smallest. 

6) And the word reached the king of Nineveh, whereupon he rose from his throne, took off 

his royal robe, covered himself with sackcloth, and sat on the ashes. 

 

 10. תלמוד בבלי מסכת פסחים דף נ עמוד ב

 דאמר רב יהודה אמר רב לעולם יעסוק אדם בתורה ומצות אף על פי שלא לשמה שמתוך שלא לשמה בא לשמה

 

10. Babylonian Talmud Tractate Pesachim 50b 

Rav Yehuda said that Rav said: A person should always engage in Torah study and 

performance of mitzvot, even if he does so not for its own sake, as through the performance 

of mitzvot not for its own sake, one comes to perform them for its own sake. 

 

11. Yona and Yoel’s Contrasting Models of Teshuva 

YONA YOEL 

Insincere/external Sincere/internal 

Incomplete Complete 

Motivated by fear/pain For the sake of Heaven 

Answered Answered 

  

More accessible/attainable Lofty ideal 

 

YONA SUMMARY 

 

• Not stated explicitly, however Yona ben Amittai is mentioned elsewhere as a 
prophet at the time of Yerovam ben Yoash (8th century BCE)

Context

• Narrative of the prophet running from his Divine mission to bring rebuke to 
Nineveh, he is swallowed by a fish and eventually forced to carry out his mission 
successfully

Content

• God runs the world with a mixture of justice and mercy which allows us to repent 
for our sins

• Yona represents the "accessible" model of repentance (in comparison to Yoel's 
"ideal" model): it is insincere, incomplete and motivated by fear. However, the fact 
that it is answered reassures us that God will accept any form of repentance.

Concepts

https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/16185#v4
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/16185#v5
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/16185#v6

