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In loving memory of Cecil White, Yaakov Yehoshua ben Ephraim Hirsch

“When you lend money to My people, to the poor person who is with you, do not act toward him
as a creditor; do not lay interest upon him” (Shemot 22:24).

22 February 2020 27 Shevat 5780

Shabbat ends London 6.15pm
Jerusalem 6.08pm

Vol.32 No.22 MISHPATIM new logo.qxp_Layout 1  23/01/2020  15:22  Page 1



United Synagogue Daf Hashavua
Produced by US Living & Learning together with the Rabbinical Council of the United Synagogue

 Rabbi  Editor-in-Chief: Rabbi Baruch Davis
Editorial and Production Team: Rabbi Daniel Sturgess, Rabbi Michael Laitner, Joanna Rose, Rebbetzen Nechama Davis
Available also via email US website www.theus.org.uk ©United Synagogue
To sponsor Daf Hashavua please contact Danielle Fox on 020 8343 6261, or dfox@theus.org.uk
If you have any comments or questions regarding Daf Hashavua please email landl@theus.org.uk

2

Sidrah Summary: Mishpatim

1st Aliya (Kohen) – Shemot 21:1-19
The sidrah contains many mitzvot, of which a
selection has been included here. It starts 
with the laws of a Jewish servant. He is to 
work for six years, after which he can go free.
Alternatively, he can decide to stay on as a
servant forever.

2nd Aliya (Levi) – 21:20-22:3
The penalties for physically injuring others are
listed. An ox that gores a person to death is
stoned. One may not dig pits in the public
domain. Stealing an animal and then selling or
slaughtering it incurs an extra penalty.

Question: What happens if a master knocks 
out the eye or tooth of his servant? (21:26-27)
Answer on bottom of p. 6.

Point to Consider: Why is there no death
penalty for a person who kills a thief in self-
defence? (see Rashi to 22:1) 

3rd Aliya (Shlishi) – 22:4-26
The laws governing guardians and borrowers of
objects are listed – the level of responsibility for
losing or damaging the object varies according
to the nature of the contract. Special emphasis 
is placed on not mistreating a widow or an
orphan. It is forbidden to take interest when
lending money to the poor.

4th Aliya (Revi’i) – 22:26-23:5
The mitzvah of pidyon haben (redemption of 
the first born) is repeated. It is forbidden to eat 
an animal which died without shechita (kosher
slaughter). One must not favour the destitute in
court. A stray ox or donkey should be returned 
to its owner.

5th Aliya (Chamishi) – 23:6-19
A judge has to avoid showing favour or taking
bribes. For six years the land is worked; in the

seventh year (shemittah) it is prohibited to work
the land. The three pilgrim festivals – Pesach,
Shavuot and Succot – are listed. There is a
mitzvah to bring one’s first fruits (bikurim) to the
Temple. It is prohibited to cook meat and milk
together.

6th Aliya (Shishi) – 23:20-25
God says that He will send an angel to guide the
nation in their conquest of the Land, helping
them to destroy the host nations. They are
warned not to emulate the idolatrous ways of
those nations.

7th Aliya (Shevi’i) – 23:26-24:18
The narrative now switches back to three days
before the giving of the Torah (Rashi). Moshe
builds 12 altars at the foot of Mount Sinai, one
for each tribe, on which offerings are brought.
Moshe sprinkles the blood of the offerings on
the people, who famously proclaim “we will do
and we will listen” (na’aseh ve’nishma). Moshe,
Aharon, Nadav, Avihu and 70 elders see a very
pure ‘vision’ of God. Moshe remains on Mount
Sinai for 40 days and 40 nights.

Maftir (Shemot 30:11-16)
The special reading for Shekalim is from 
the beginning of parashat Ki Tisa (Shemot
chapter 30), instructing the Israelites to bring 
a compulsory annual half-shekel contribution 
for the offerings brought in the Mishkan. This
also acted as the means of conducting the
national census in the desert.

Haftarah
King Yehoash ascended the throne aged only
seven. Guided by the Kohen Gadol Yehoyada,
he successfully organised a national fundraising
initiative to repair and maintain the Temple.
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How would you follow
Revelation? In this week’s
Torah reading we meet the
Children of Israel just after
they have engaged in the
most world-changing event
since Creation; they had 
just met God, when He

revealed his Being and Will to a slave nation
redeemed from their Egyptian overlords. He
selected one nation from amongst the others,
brought them to Mount Sinai and gave them a
blueprint that could perfect the world; the guide
to life which we call the Torah. 

What would we expect to follow such a climactic
and intimate moment? What should the ‘after-
party’ of Sinai be? Perhaps some words of
encouragement and kindness from God or 
his servant Moses. Perhaps inspired prayer 
and meditation. Perhaps, in traditional Jewish
fashion, a festive meal to mark the occasion.
Instead, we find in this week’s Torah portion the
most unlikely after-party to Revelation – ‘And
these are the laws that I shall put in front of you…’
We follow Sinai with civil and criminal law. Why
follow revelation of the Creator with the
seemingly dry and mundane laws of land, chattel
and damages?

Perhaps there is a larger question lurking in the
background, an elephant lumbering around the
back of the synagogue that we can see but
choose to exclude from our vision: ‘Why is
Judaism so full of Law?’ Surely it suffices to 
live by the ten principles received at Sinai,
colloquially known as the ‘Ten Commandments’.
Or perhaps it is enough to be a good person?

Let’s examine that statement, ‘it is enough to be
a good person’. What does it take to be good?
Is it enough simply to refrain from thievery,
murder and idolatry, and abide by the rest of the
Ten Commandments? If we were to hold in mind
the one or two people in our own lives whom we
most associate with goodness, I doubt that their

most remarkable feature is that they never
engaged in highway robbery! Rather, it would be
the countless examples of their selflessness,
giving, kindness, authenticity, spirituality and
love; the hundreds and thousands of small
actions that each reflect a facet of what it means
to be a good – and Godly – person. 

How do we make a nation of good people,
aspiring to a connection with God? While some
people seem to be born as shining souls,
expressing goodness and Godliness in all they
do, most of us have to work to get there. God
gives us a two-layered journey to actualising our
best selves. First, He provides the overarching
framework of principles to aspire to – the Ten
Commandments of living a good and Godly life.
But then we also need to learn the hundreds of
small actions that express that goodness and
spirit in each moment, in each interaction, in
each choice. Welcome to the world of Jewish
Law – a place of living goodness and connecting
with God, both in the minutiae of this moment
and the heights of eternity. Welcome to the
Mitzvot, the after-party that never ends.

3In memory of Tzemach ben Yisrael

Sinai’s after-party   
by Rabbi Dr Samuel Landau, Barnet United Synagogue
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4In memory of Monty Richardson, Mordechai Avraham ben Nechemia

The Real ‘Rich List’ 
by Rabbi Dr Julian Shindler, Executive Director, RCUS

Today Parashat Shekalim
(Exodus 30: 11-16) is read in
synagogue. It recalls the
duty of every Jewish adult
male above the age of
twenty to donate funds 
for the upkeep of the
Tabernacle. In latter years,

this custom was continued to raise funds
annually, for the purchase of communal offerings
in the Temple in Jerusalem. Each person was
required to donate the same amount – the half
shekel – irrespective of his personal means…”
The rich shall not increase (i.e. give more), nor
the poor detract (i.e. give less) than the half
shekel.”

Taken at a simple level, this condition stresses
that the inner essence of each human being is
of equal importance. The purpose of the temple
offerings was, at least in part, lechaper al
nafshoteichem – “to atone for your souls.” When
it comes to souls, each is of infinite value. Each
person is thus entitled to contribute an equal
share, regardless of their wealth or position in
the community.

Looking to our sources for a definition of wealth,
we find that Ben Zoma (Avot: Chapter 4,
Mishnah 1 found on page 546 in the green
siddur) defines a wealthy person as one who 
is “content with his portion”. This definition,
however, seems at odds with common usage.
Someone who is content with their lot might
easily fit the profile of a tzadik (righteous person)
or a modest or frugal individual who may have
to survive, day to day, on very little. Such people
may well be described as ‘happy’ or ‘content’
but this would not entitle them to feature on the
‘rich list’. 

Maharal (Rabbi Yehuda Loew, 1520-1609)
presumes this statement to be describing a
psychological state. Having wealth – in and of
itself – does not make one ‘rich.’ As the verse in

Ecclesiastes (5: 9) states: oheiv kesef lo yisba
kesef – “one who craves money (lit: silver) is
never satisfied with money.” For all that such a
person owns, s/he still feels inadequate because
they are constantly seeking to acquire more. In
spite of all that they have, they will be jealous of
others who are better off. Happiness, then,
whether one is wealthy or poor, is to be content
with what one has, and not live with the constant
anxiety of what the future may hold in store.

With this in mind, Rabbi Eliyahu Schlesinger of
Gilo, Jerusalem, suggests a novel reading of the
verse above. The structure of the clause “the
rich person shall not increase” self-defines who
is entitled to be considered truly rich: the one
who is not concerned to become richer
(increase). Likewise, the words “the poor shall
not decrease” hints at an important truth, that
someone may be considered poor (even if they
have much) when they are by nature constantly
aware of what they do not have (decrease).
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5In memory of David Yochanan ben Moshe

Sefer Yehoshua (the Book of Joshua) 
– Chapter 11, The Conquest of the North

by Rabbi Michael Laitner, US Jewish Living Division and Finchley Synagogue

Chapter Overview
Chapter 10 described how
Yehoshua completed the
conquest of the south. In 
this chapter, the reaction of
the northern Canaanite 
kings is recorded along 

with Yehoshua's campaign against them.

As had happened in the south, the northern kings
formed an alliance against Yehoshua, led this 
time by Yavin, the king of Chatzor. They
encamped at Mei Merom, understood to be close
to the Kinneret (Sea of Galilee). This alliance
brought together forces far larger than the
previous one, “as numerous as the sand of the
shore” (verse 4), a comparative reference to 
the description of Bnei Yisrael as numerous
(Bereishit ch. 32). Ominously, Chatzor's forces
were equipped with substantial numbers of
horses and chariots. This was perhaps the first
time Bnei Yisrael had to face such formidable
forces during their conquest of the Land.

God reassured Yehoshua that He would bring
about the defeat of these armies, as He had 
done with the armies of the south. Bolstered by
this reassurance, Yehoshua made a bold, unusual
move. Instead of waiting defensively for Chatzor
to advance, he seized the initiative and launched
a pre-emptive strike. Taken by surprise, Chatzor's
alliance was completely routed. In accordance
with God's command, Bnei Yisrael destroyed the
chariots, rather than taking this equipment for
their own use.

Following the defeat of this large, hostile alliance,
Yehoshua continued the conquest of the north.
He remained faithful at all times to the mandate
and commands given by God to Moshe, who
subsequently passed these onto Yehoshua.

A summary of Yehoshua's conquests is listed in
the final section of the chapter, noting that the
conquest of the north was protracted, even with
the divine assistance accorded to Yehoshua. The

only tribe which proposed a peace agreement
was the Givonim, as described in chapter nine.  

Yehoshua's success led him to start the next
stage of fulfilling the divine promise that Bnei
Yisrael would inherit the Land, the allocation of
portions of the Land to each tribe. Somewhat
ominously, the Anakim, a powerful group of
warriors, remained in the coastal towns of Gaza
and Ashdod, as well as in Gat, from where future
Philistine enemies would attack Bnei Yisrael. For
now, however, the Land rested from war. 

Why did God command Bnei Yisrael not to
take the captured chariots?
Radak (Rabbi David Kimche, 1160-1235)
addresses this question in his commentary to
verse nine. He notes that Bnei Yisrael had been
successful thanks to God’s help, even without
having fearsome chariots in their armoury. By
contrast, their foes believed that with such
weapons they would defeat Bnei Yisrael, despite
Bnei Yisrael being blessed with God’s help.
Accordingly, destruction of these chariots
provided a further emphatic proof of the futility of
fighting against God. It also removed any
temptation for Bnei Yisrael to use the chariots in
a way that was either too militaristic or echoed
the mistakes of the Canaanites. 

The command to destroy the chariots was
reminiscent of the order not to take the booty 
of Jericho, as recorded in chapter 6. Both
commands shared the objectives of highlighting
God’s help for Bnei Yisrael in their miraculous
conquest of the Land. 
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6In memory of Moshe ben Avraham Zarach

Answer: The servant automatically goes free.

Shefford – Dr Judith Grunfeld l ’ ’ z

Dr Judith Grunfeld was the headmistress of the
Jewish Secondary School in Stamford Hill in
1939, whose 450 children and staff were
evacuated to Shefford and the neighbouring
towns in Bedfordshire for the duration of WW2.

We had the enthusiastic cooperation of our
senior boys and could leave most of the
preparation to them. It was not only Shefford that
had to be cared for, but also Clifton and Stotwold
and especially Meppershall where all the children
were under bar-mitzvah age and had to be
content with mere tokens of all that which makes
Rosh Hashanah a religious community event.
Our boys went to London (the parents’
permission had to be obtained for this in
advance) and they borrowed and bought
everything that was needed. And so it was each
year of the war.

We had excellent teachers who helped to give
the service dignity. They were cultured men
trained in the study of the Talmud, products of an
all-round education. They had quick wit and
friendly humour, with a store of traditional
melodies and a ready knowledge of the
significance of the days, and were able to
communicate this knowledge. They were rare
personalities, born educationists, some of them
reared in the school of Torah im Derech Eretz
(Torah and secular knowledge) in Germany.
Some of them were expert artisans, sportsmen,
musicians, and when the same men discussed a
page of Gemarah (Talmud) or explained a chapter
of Tanach (Bible), you would become absorbed in
their exposition. 

The Headmaster of the school, Dr. Abraham
Levene, had an additional asset that secured 
him high esteem amongst the general Shefford
population. His English – unlike the English of 
the German-born teachers and helpers – amply
revealed his vast knowledge of English literature
and culture. Of tall stature, with a little pointed
beard, his quick dark eyes were always twinkling
with a ready sense of humour. In his black semi-
clerical attire he was soon the friend of the
Pastor, the Vicar and Rector – in short he was
soon accepted by the “higher society” of our

hospitable village and respected by all. He 
knew how to comment in Johnson’s language in
response to a remark about the weather, 
he could speak to the farmer about birds and
plants and to the village politician about English
constitutional law. 

Dr Levene could drown all difference of 
creed and habit by a witty, intelligent remark. 
He represented us well at official meetings,
addressed different local societies, represented
the school at local occasions of joy or sorrow 
and wrote well-received articles in the local
paper. He was the intellectual crown of our
school and it was because of him that many of
our foreign ways were mercifully forgiven. 

To the growing boys and girls who needed
guidance in those years of their preparation 
for the London matriculation examination, he
meant a great deal. He supplied them with the
information that is readily available to students in
town but is hard to obtain in a village forty miles
away from London. He knew the right books to
recommend. He knew the personalities that
counted and all the Who’s Who in politics and in
Jewish communal life. Through all these five
years in evacuation he shepherded the Shefford
students successfully through their examinations
and opened up to them a world of interest in
several spheres of intellectual life. The slight hint
of sarcasm that edged his remarks, trained them
in a healthy appreciation of English humour. 

Reproduced with permission
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