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In memory of Diane and Martin Rosenberg married 18th January 1953

"[Moshe] saw and behold! the bush was burning in the fire but the bush was not consumed. Moshe
thought, 'I will turn aside now and look at this great sight – why will the bush not be burned?'"
(Shemot 3:2-3).

18 January 2020 21 Tevet 5780

Shabbat ends London 5.17pm
Jerusalem 5.39pm
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Sidrah Summary: Shemot

1st Aliya (Kohen) – Shemot 1:1-17 

The Torah names the sons of Yaakov who came
down to Egypt. Yosef’s death is recorded again.
His brothers also die. The nation increases in
number. A new Pharaoh comes to power, who
subjects the nation to hard labour. Yet the more
they are afflicted, the more they increase. The
Egyptians intensify the labour. Pharaoh instructs
the Hebrew midwives to kill new-born Hebrew
males. They refuse, instead giving the babies food
and drink (see Rashi’s commentary).

Point to Consider: What miraculous birth-rate is
hinted to in verse 1:7? (see Rashi) 

2nd Aliya (Levi) – 1:18-2:10

Pharaoh commands the Egyptians to drown all
new-born males in the River Nile. Moshe is born.
After hiding him for three months, his mother
Yocheved places him in a basket in the reeds at
the riverbank. Pharaoh’s daughter retrieves the
basket and identifies the baby as a Hebrew infant.
Moshe’s sister Miriam, watching from afar, 
offers to get a Hebrew nurse. Pharaoh’s daughter
agrees; Miriam brings Yocheved, who looks 
after him until he is weaned. Moshe is then
brought up in Pharaoh’s house.

3rd Aliya (Shlishi) – 2:11-28

Moshe encounters an Egyptian striking a Hebrew;
he kills the Egyptian. Pharaoh hears of Moshe’s
crime. Moshe flees for his life, arriving in Midian,
where he meets the daughters of Re’uel (also
known as Yitro) by a well. Moshe marries Re’uel’s
daughter Tziporah. They have a child, called
Gershom. God hears the Hebrews in Egypt crying
out because of their hard labour.

4th Aliya (Revi’i) –  3:1-15

Moshe, shepherding Yitro’s flock, arrives at the
‘Mountain of God’. He encounters a fiery blaze in
a bush, which is not consumed by the flames.
God appears, instructing Moshe to take off his
shoes. God tells Moshe that He will rescue the

nation and that Moshe should go to Pharaoh and
instruct him to let the nation leave Egypt.

5th Aliya (Chamishi) – 3:16-4:17

God reassures Moshe that the elders of Israel will
respond to his call. Moshe is to request from
Pharaoh that he let the Hebrews out for three
days, to bring offerings in the desert. Pharaoh will
refuse, after which God will smite Egypt with
plagues. God empowers Moshe with three signs
to show the people – a staff that turns into a
snake, his hand turning white with the appearance
of leprosy and water taken from the Nile turning
to blood. Moshe is reluctant to take the
leadership. God tells Moshe that his brother
Aharon can be his spokesman.

6th Aliya (Shishi) – 4:18-4:31

Moshe returns to Egypt from Midian. God tells
Moshe to warn Pharaoh that He will eventually kill
the Egyptian firstborn if Pharaoh refuses Moshe’s
requests (Rashi). Moshe fails to circumcise his
new-born son Eliezer when they stop in lodgings
on the way; Tziporah does it instead. Aharon
greets Moshe, who relates God’s words to him.
Aharon in turn relays these words to the people.
Moshe performs the three signs.

7th Aliya (Shevi’i) – 5:1-6:1

Moshe and Aharon approach Pharaoh. Pharaoh
refuses their requests and increases the work
load. The people complain to Moshe and 
Aharon. Moshe asks God why He sent him, if 
his intercession has only made life more difficult.

Question: In what way was the Israelites’ work
load increased? (5:7) Answer on bottom of page 6.

Haftarah

The prophet Yeshaya depicts how low the nation
of Israel has stooped and bemoans the drunken
arrogance of the tribe of Ephraim and the other
lost tribes. However, one day a great shofar will
be blown and all those cast away in foreign lands
will return to Jerusalem.
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How can we learn about the
mind and mindfulness from
the wicked Pharaoh? 

There is a hidden gem in
Parashat Shemot (ch.1 v.8)
which sets the opening

scenes describing the Egyptian servitude: “A
new king arose over Egypt, who did not know
Joseph” The narrative continues with Pharaoh
persecuting and oppressing the Jewish people.
This verse triggers a fascinating discussion
between two rabbis in the Talmud, Rav and
Shmuel (as quoted in Rashi). One said this king
was indeed a new king, and the other said that
it was the same old king, only he had enacted
new decrees (Talmud Sotah 11a). 

Here, according to Shmuel, was a king who lived
at the time of Joseph, who saw first-hand how
Joseph totally transformed the economy and did
so much good for Pharaoh and all of Egypt. How
could someone like that oppress, persecute and
dehumanize the descendents of the person who
literally saved them! Moreover, if the opinion of
Shmuel is correct and this is in fact the same old
Pharaoh, why does the verse state ‘who did not
know Joseph’? This seems inaccurate; he did
know Joseph! 

Rashi explains that Pharaoh acted ‘as if’ he did
not know Joseph. So why did the verse itself not
say that? There seems to be something missing
here; does it matter whether or not he was a new
or old king, who did or did not know Joseph?
The fact remains that the Jews were being
oppressed! Why is this detail mentioned? 

I heard the following explanation from my
teacher, Rabbi Yitzchak Berkovits of Jerusalem:
In fact, the verse could not be more accurate. If
someone can be so deeply ungrateful and
belligerent, so deeply insensitive to the person
who was so good to them, then they never paid

attention to what was happening. They were
never really and truly listening, they were not
being mindful and present. 

One can know something on a superficial level,
or one can have a deeper appreciation – and
there is a colossal difference. The Torah is
teaching us something very basic and
fundamental: if you can pretend you do not
know something, it has never entered your 
mind on a deep level at all. If I honestly love
someone, it is impossible for me to pretend I 
do not love them. Deep knowledge is
everlasting. The verse is therefore perfectly
accurate; Pharaoh did not know Yosef, since 
if he had, then he would have taken to heart
what Yosef had done for Egypt and acted
differently. 

The message here is immense: do we internalise
what goes on around us and what we ‘know’ 
to be true? Let us be present and mindful of 
the good that people do for us, and in turn 
show them the gratitude that they deserve.

3In memory of Harav Yitzchak Yoel ben Shlomo Halevi

Learning mindfulness from Pharaoh   
by Rabbi Yakov Tatz, Welwyn Garden City Synagogue
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4In memory of Chaim ben Moshe Bentzion

Sefer Yehoshua (the Book of Joshua) Chapter 8
The Second Battle of Ai and The Altar at Mount Eival   

by Rabbi Michael Laitner, US Jewish Living Division and Finchley Synagogue

Chapter Overview
The previous chapter
describes the tragic failure of
the first attack on the city of 
Ai and how Yehoshua follows
God’s instructions to recover
from the defeat. God now tells

Yehoshua to attack Ai again, conquering it as he
was commanded to conquer Jericho. This time,
however, Bnei Yisrael are allowed to take spoils. 

Yehoshua selects 30,000 soldiers this time, rather
than the 3,000 deployed for the first battle of Ai,
who march overnight towards Ai.  Then Yehoshua
sets out his battle plan.  Unlike at Jericho, God
does not prepare overt miracles.  Instead,
Yehoshua devises a military strategy, following
the principle of not relying on overt miracles (see
the commentary of Ralbag, 1288-1344).
Reasoning that the inhabitants of Ai might be
overconfident following their initial victory,
Yehoshua prepares an ambush. He sends 5,000
men to hide themselves west of Ai. 

Yehoshua positions himself with the remaining
soldiers north of Ai, ready to draw the men of Ai
out of their city.  The men of Ai, unaware of the
ambush and presuming that they will again
vanquish Bnei Yisrael, leave the city unprotected.
They enthusiastically chase after Yehoshua and
his men who flee in apparent panic.  The men of
Ai fall for this ruse. 

God commands Yehoshua to stretch out his
spear towards Ai, reminiscent of Moshe
stretching out his staff at the Sea of Reeds during
the Exodus.  This activates the ambushing group
of soldiers who quickly enter Ai, conquer it and
set it on fire.  Aware suddenly of flames, the men
of Ai turn back, see their city ablaze and realise
that they are caught in an ambush. Their morale
collapses and they are totally defeated. 

Yehoshua’s forces destroy the city, making a
mound on top of its ruins so that it would never be
rebuilt. 

Following the victory, Yehoshua constructs an
altar at Mount Eival and inscribes the words of the
Torah on the altar. Half of the people stood on
Mount Eival. The other half stood facing them on
Mount Gerizim. Yehoshua read the whole of the
Torah to the nation, thereby fulfilling the Torah’s
command in Devarim chapter 27 to enact this
ceremony on those mountains. 

Why would Bnei Yisrael be allowed to take the
spoils of Ai?
God gives Bnei Yisrael explicit permission to take
the spoils of Ai. This is in stark contrast to the
Battle of Jericho when not only were the spoils
forbidden but the actions of Achan in taking them
led to the disaster of the first Battle of Ai.  What
was the difference between the two battles?

Rabbi Meir Leibush (known as the Malbim, 1809-
1879) suggests that since Jericho was conquered
through overt miracles, the spoils could not
belong to the soldiers.  The soldiers had to
highlight these miracles in all of their actions, not
doing anything which might lesson people’s
appreciation of the miracles. Contrastingly, the
Battle of Ai followed more conventional military
planning and did not display such overt miracles.
The soldiers had to fight for victory. As such, they
were entitled to take of the spoils.
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5In memory of Harav Yisrael ben Uriah

Rabbi Meir Shapiro and the Daf Yomi Revolution – Part 3
by Rabbi Yoni Birnbaum, Hadley Wood Jewish Community

Just two years after that 
first Siyum Hashas, in 1933,
Rabbi Shapiro contracted
typhus and tragically passed
away at only 46 years old. On
his deathbed, this remarkable
individual instructed his
students to dance around

him, telling them that every single day, even the
most tragic and painful of all, must be lived in a
state of joy. With trembling hands, he asked for
paper and pen and wrote down three words in
Yiddish, ‘Drink a lechayim’. Taking the hand of a
student close to him, he said in Yiddish, ‘nor
b’simcha….’ ‘Only with joy….’ Those were his
final words and he passed away shortly
afterwards.

Yet Rabbi Shapiro’s legacy of Daf Yomi lived on.
Despite the impending shadows of war, the
second Siyum Hashas was celebrated in Rabbi
Shapiro’s Yeshiva on 13th May 1938. In London,
a siyum took place at the Whitechapel Art Gallery.
Although the third cycle was heavily disrupted by
the War, the study of Daf Yomi continued after
1945, with new study groups starting in Europe,
America and Israel. 

One of the most moving siyumim in November
1945 took place at the Feldafing Displaced
Persons Camp in Bavaria, inspired in part by the
renowned Klausenberger Rebbe, Rabbi Yekutiel
Yehuda Halberstam who was later to found the
Laniado Hospital in Netanya. A famous account
of that occasion was written by one of the
participants, Rabbi Yosef Friedenson, who
described himself as ‘a graduate of Auschwitz’,
and was later to become a well-known journalist.   

Those present at that siyum had been brutally
deprived of the chance to complete the Daf Yomi
cycle, yet they still joined together with those
Jews elsewhere who had been privileged to learn
through the Talmud. 

Since then, all subsequent worldwide siyumim
have been dedicated to the memory of the six
million. The mass recital of the Memorial Prayer
in memory of those Martyrs of European Jewry

remains a central and moving part of the
ceremony. With each cycle, the number of
participants has steadily grown. 

Shiurim now take place in the most unlikely of
locations, including the United States Senate,  on
the Long Island Rail Road and on El Al flights via
the in-flight entertainment system.

One of the most exciting recent developments
has been the increasing sophistication of
resources available to those who study Daf Yomi
and Talmud in general. 

The Schottenstein Edition of the Babylonian
Talmud is an English-language translation and
interpretation of the Talmud, published in 73
volumes between 1990 and 2004 by ArtScroll
Publishers. This edition, which was completed to
coincide with the eleventh Siyum Hashas in 2005,
has greatly widened the circle of Daf Yomi
participants. In 2012, ArtScroll released a mobile
app containing the entire Babylonian Talmud. 

During the cycle just ended, another exciting
development has been the recently completed
Noe Edition of the Koren Talmud Bavli by Koren
Publishers and the Steinsaltz Centre in
Jerusalem. This edition includes colour images
and maps as well as wide-ranging scientific,
historical, biographical and linguistic notes based
on the Hebrew commentary of the Israeli
polymath, Rabbi Adin Steinsaltz.  It is also
available as a PDF.

The completion of this edition in November 2019
with events in Jerusalem, at Finchley
Synagogue – which can be viewed on YouTube –
and in other cities, marked yet another milestone
in the increasing accessibility of Talmud study.
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6In memory of Chaya Rachel bat Moshe Ben-tzion

Answer:  they were no longer given straw to make
cement with and had to gather straw themselves.
Shefford – Dr Judith Grunfeld l ’ ’ z

Dr Judith Grunfeld was the headmistress of the
Jewish Secondary School in Stamford Hill in 1939,
whose 450 children and staff were evacuated 
to Shefford and the neighbouring towns in
Bedfordshire for the duration of World War Two.
In this latest extract from her book, Dr Grunfeld
describes patterns of daily life.

The years rolled past. We were here “for the
duration”, but we did not know how long the
duration would last. We often assembled the
children and told them how to behave when the
sirens for air-raid warnings sounded.  We had staff
meetings where we fixed all duties in case of
emergency and if casualties should occur. We
looked stark reality in the face and knew we had
to be prepared for grim events.  We passed into
the years of rationing of food and clothing, of
scarcity and black-outs and air-raids.  

My husband was serving as a Dayan
(Ecclesiastical Judge) of the London Beth Din
(Court of the Chief Rabbi). One night when I 
called for him at Shefford railway station he
emerged from the train badly shaken, wounded
and shocked.  The premises of the Beth Din in the
East End of London had been bombed during the
day.  There had been a number of casualties and
some had been fatal.  My husband, with the help
of God, had escaped with shock and minor
injuries while the proceedings book in which he
had been making entries at the time had been
pierced by shrapnel from cover to cover.   There
had been other bombings in London in which
parents of some of our evacuated children had
lost their lives.  

At the time of the heavy enemy attacks on
London people came and besought us to let them
stay with us. They were frightened people from 
a city under bombardment. They asked us to let
them sleep on the floors of our classrooms,
offered their services free in some domestic
capacity, such as in the canteen. Letters of
application reached us from people anxious to
join our Jewish community. We helped as we
could and made use of every available
accommodation in the village. But soon enough

every spare room in the village, every house and
cottage was accommodating our teachers,
helpers, children and friends.  

Our community became spiritually the richer for
these people who came to stay with us because
they all, everyone in his own way, contributed to
the flow of life in our midst.  One very dear old
gentleman, for instance, was busy nearly all day
long cutting bread for breakfast, tea and supper
and buttering it.  He was forever sitting in the
dining-room with his huge piles of freshly-cut
bread which simply melted away before his eyes
into the hungry mouths of hundreds of children
who, from the fresh country air and long-distance
walks, developed healthy appetites. Another
aged father of one of our helpers was fully
occupied with peeling potatoes. He could be
seen in the backyard by the kitchen with a little
clumsy hand-machine (the best one obtainable
by modest means in wartime) and huge pail of
scrubbed potatoes forever renewed. Some
friends gave assistance in the sewing-room,
mending the children’s garments and darning
their socks. Others taught them gardening, some
taught them handwork with the bits of material
and leather that could be scraped together.
Some taught them new songs, some tutored
them in playing chess.  

Reproduced with permission
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