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Haftarah p.1145
Haftarah p.191
Haftarah p.315

In loving memory of Mordechai Avraham ben Nechemia

Twelve Tribes Mosaic, Beit Habad Gallery, Jerusalem.
Artist: Yael Portugheis
"All these are the tribes of Israel – twelve – and this is what their father spoke to them and he blessed
them; he blessed each according to his appropriate blessing (Bereishit 49:28).
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Sidrah Summary: Vayechi
1st Aliya (Kohen) – Bereishit 7:28-48:9
Yaakov has been in Egypt for 17 years and is 147
years old. Knowing that he will soon die, he asks
Yosef to take an oath to bury him in Cana’an (later
Israel) in Me’arat Hamachpela (the Cave of the
Patriarchs) where his forefathers are buried. Yosef
promises. Yaakov becomes ill and Yosef visits
him, together with sons Ephraim and Menashe
(see p.3 article). Yaakov tells Yosef that these two
grandsons will be like the other tribes and will
receive their own portion of the Land.
2nd Aliya (Levi) – 48:10-16
Yaakov’s sight is failing. Yosef places his younger
son Ephraim to Yaakov’s left and his older son
Menashe to Yaakov’s right. However, Yaakov
crosses his arms, putting his right hand on
Ephraim’s head and his left hand on Menashe’s
head. He blesses them with his hands in this
position.
3rd Aliya (Shlishi) – 48:17-22
Yosef tries to switch Yaakov’s hands back but
Yaakov resists. He tells Yosef that Menashe will
be great, but Ephraim will be greater still. Yaakov
tells Yosef that God will eventually bring the
people back to Cana’an.
4th Aliya (Revi’i) – 49:1-18
Yaakov gathers together his sons to deliver a final
message to them. Following Rashi’s commentary:
Reuven is criticised for behaving impulsively;
Shimon and Levi are criticised for aggression;
Yehuda is given a leadership role; Zevulun will
be successful as a sea merchant; Yissachar will
bear the ‘yoke’ of Torah learning and Dan will be
as great as Yehuda.
Question: What animal is Yissachar compared to?
(49:14) Answer on bottom of page 6.

Point to Consider: Why did Yaakov pray for God’s
help whilst blessing Dan? (see Rashi to 49:18)
5th Aliya (Chamishi) – 49:19-27
The tribe of Gad’s battalions will fight wars
successfully. Asher will receive a fertile portion of
land and prosper, as will Naftali. Yaakov praises
Yosef for overcoming his many challenges.
6th Aliya (Shishi) – 49:28-50:20
Yaakov hints that King Shaul (Saul), Mordechai
and Esther will descend from Binyamin. Yaakov
reiterates his burial instructions to his children and
then dies. Yosef falls on his dead father in tears.
Yosef instructs doctors to embalm Yaakov. This
process takes 40 days, followed by 30 days of the
Egyptians mourning Yaakov’s death (Rashi). Yosef
asks for permission from Pharaoh to bury his
father in Cana’an. Pharaoh grants permission and
sends a large entourage to accompany Yosef and
his relatives. The brothers observe seven days of
mourning (shiva). Yaakov’s sons bury him in
Me’arat Hamachpela. Yosef reassures his anxious
brothers that he is still at peace with them.
7th Aliya (Shevi’i) – 50:21-26
Yosef commits to providing food for his brothers
and their families. He makes them take an oath to
take his bones out of Egypt when the nation
eventually leaves. Yosef dies, aged 110. He is
embalmed and placed in a coffin. This concludes
the Book of Bereishit.
Haftarah
King David, about to die, entreats his son and
successor Shlomo (Solomon) to stay faithful to the
ways of the Torah. His final request is for Shlomo
to make sure to punish Yoav and Shimi Ben Gera
for their rebellious behaviour.

United Synagogue Daf Hashavua
Produced by US Living & Learning together with the Rabbinical Council of the United Synagogue
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Available also via email US website www.theus.org.uk ©United Synagogue
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What’s so special about Ephraim and Menashe?
by Rabbi Daniel Sturgess, St Albans United Synagogue
One of the most beautiful
Jewish customs is for
parents to gather their
children around them and
give them each a blessing,
every Friday night before the
Shabbat meal. It is certainly
one of the highlights of my
week.
It gives me the opportunity for a few precious
moments to hold each child in turn, look them in
the eyes, tell them I love them and give them a
special blessing which evokes the greatness of
our ancestors, linking our children to their past
and blessing their future.
The source of this custom is in this week’s sidra.
At the end of his life, Yaakov gathers his children
around him and blesses them. Surprisingly
though, before he blesses his children, he
blesses two of his grandchildren Ephraim and
Menashe, Yosef’s children, and declares "By
you shall Israel bless, saying 'May God make
you like Ephraim and Menashe’” (Bereishit
48:20). This is curious. Why would we bless
our sons to be like Ephraim and Menashe,
rather than our iconic forefathers Avraham,
Yitzchak and Yaakov?
The blessing we give our daughters is easier
to understand. It asks God to give them the
qualities of our matriarchs Sarah, Rivka, Rachel
and Leah. These are the uniquely great women
who personified kindness, sensitivity, leadership,
insight and the ability to nurture and inspire
others.

and were the only Hebrew children in the
land of Egypt. Despite these challenges and
temptations, the boys maintained their ethical
and upright behaviour, and their commitment
to God and to the ways of their forefathers
was unwavering.
We cannot guarantee that our children will
not be exposed to negative and hostile
environments, and we can be sure that they will
be exposed to temptations. We therefore bless
them to be like those who, against the odds,
were successful in maintaining their strong
Jewish identity and their high level of morality.
Another reason is given for blessing our sons to
be like Ephraim and Menashe. Rabbi Mordechai
Ilan (d. 1981) explains that from the very
beginning of the Torah there was always sibling
rivalry: Kayin killed his brother Hevel (Abel),
Yishmael was a destructive influence on
Yitzchak, Esav sought to kill Yaakov, Yosef’s
brothers were jealous of him and sold him into
slavery. Next come Ephraim and Menashe. In
blessing them, their grandfather Yaakov sees fit
to give primacy to the younger son over the
elder. Yet despite this unexpected slight, ego
and jealousy were set aside, they rejoiced in
each other’s successes and the brothers lived
together in harmony.
When we bless our children every Friday night,
we pray that they inherit the magnificent qualities
of their ancestors. We pray that their strong,
proud Jewish identities give them the resilience
to thrive in a world of temptations, and that they
live lives of peace and harmony.

But why bless our sons to be like Ephraim and
Menashe?
Rabbi Ovadya Hadiah (d. 1969) in his
commentary Eved Hamelech points out that
these two boys were the first in the family to
be raised outside Israel. They grew up in Egypt,
a country known for its immorality, corruption
and materialism. Not only that, but they grew up
in the luxury and decadence of the palace,
In memory of Moshe ben Avraham Zarach
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Sefer Yehoshua (the Book of Joshua)
Chapter 7 The First Battle of Ai
by Rabbi Michael Laitner, US Jewish Living Division and Finchley Synagogue
Chapter Overview

The miraculous first conquest,
of the city of Jericho, is
complete,
demonstrating
clearly that God was with Bnei
Yisrael and striking fear into
the Canaanites. Yet our
chapter begins ominously by implicating Bnei
Yisrael in unauthorised looting during the battle of
Jericho.
One particular soldier, Achan, is
censured for secretly violating the prohibition of
taking the spoils of Jericho, thereby incurring
God’s wrath against Bnei Yisrael.
Our chapter then introduces the conquest of
Ai, which lies north-west of Jericho. Just as
he did prior to the battle of Jericho, Yehoshua
sends spies to Ai. This time their mission is
not described in any detail. They return and
recommend a small force of up to 3,000 men as
sufficient, to avoid tiring out too many soldiers.
The force advances on Ai but flees in the face of
the defenders, who cause 36 casualties as the
attacking force retreats. This is an enormous
shock for Bnei Yisrael, whose hearts melt with
fear. Yehoshua and the elders publicly tear their
clothes and place earth on their heads as a sign
of deep mourning. Yehoshua prays to God, in a
similar way to Moshe after earlier national
tragedies such as the sin of the Golden Calf. He
prostrates himself, fearing how the Canaanite
nations will react to both God and Bnei Yisrael
after this defeat.

items are hidden in his tent. Messengers sent by
Yehoshua recover these spoils and spread them
out publicly in front of Bnei Yisrael. Yehoshua then
brings Achan, his family and all his possessions to
the Valley of Achor where Achan is put to death.
The sin of Achan, the responsibility of the
nation

The opening verse of our chapter and verse 11,
as noted above, implicate the whole nation in
unauthorised taking from the spoils of Jericho.
There were 36 casualties, yet only Achan is
singled out in person. What does this teach us?
Rabbi Eliyahu Dessler (1892-1953), a founder of
the Gateshead Kollel and a pre-eminent Jewish
thinker of the 20th century, addresses this
question several times in his work ‘Michtav
Me’Eliyahu’. In an essay about Chanukah (vol.2,
p. 112) he discusses what happens when core
values – in this case theft and listening to God’s
instructions – are not taken seriously by society.
Such an approach is likely to erode how seriously
people relate to these values and it will be a
matter of time before such values are openly
transgressed.
Achan sinned in a society that did not treat the
ban against taking from the spoils of Jericho with
appropriate seriousness. Therefore, the whole
nation is implicated even though only Achan
committed the sin. This lesson of mutual
responsibility is one which applies to every
society in every age.

In response, God tells Yehoshua that Bnei Yisrael
have sinned and stolen (see verse 11); they
cannot defeat their enemies whilst a particular
culprit is in their midst. Yehoshua is commanded
to gather Bnei Yisrael the next day for a process
that will lead to the identification of the culprit,
who will then face capital punishment.
Achan is duly identified at the end of this process.
Yehoshua asks Achan to confess, which he does,
providing details of the looting and where the
In memory of Yaakov Yehoshua ben Ephraim Hirsch

Ruins of ancient settlement, Israel
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Rabbi Meir Shapiro and the Daf Yomi Revolution – Part 2
by Rabbi Yoni Birnbaum, Hadley Wood Jewish Community
Rabbi Shapiro was an early
globalist, a man some fifty
years ahead of his time.
His brilliance lay in his
recognition of the fact that in
an increasingly global world,
with the onset of mass media
and ever-increasing methods
of high-speed travel, a global approach to Torah
study was necessary as well. Above all, he
wanted the assembled rabbis to unite around a
project that would help Jewish people feel a
connection to thousands of other Jews around
the world engaged in exactly the same
endeavour as they were. In his address that day
to the conference, he movingly described his
vision of the unity the programme would
engender:
What a great thing! A Jew travels by boat and
takes Gemara Berachot (the first volume of
the Babylonian Talmud) under his arm. He
travels for fifteen days from the Land of Israel
to America, and each day he learns the Daf
(the daily page). When he arrives in America,
he enters a beit midrash (study hall) in New
York and finds Jews learning the very same
Daf that he studied on that day, and he gladly
joins them. Another Jew leaves the States
and travels to Brazil or Japan, and he first
goes to the beit midrash, where he finds
everyone learning the same Daf that he
himself learned that day. Could there be
greater unity of hearts than this?!
The Agudath Yisrael Congress enthusiastically
accepted Rabbi Shapiro’s idea. The first day of
Rosh Hashanah 5684, 11th September 1923,
was set as the date that the first cycle of
Daf Yomi study would begin. According to
contemporary accounts, that afternoon, the
Chassidic Gerrer Rebbe, Rabbi Avraham
Mordechai Alter, who was one of the greatest
rabbinic authorities in Europe with thousands of
followers, requested that a Gemara Berachot
be brought to him. He then proceeded to learn
the first Daf in public. His public adoption of
In memory of Tzemach ben Yisrael

this initiative was a clear example of senior
rabbinic support which stimulated many other
communities across Europe and beyond to
enthusiastically begin the Daf Yomi programme.
The completion of the first cycle of the Talmud
took place on 2nd February 1931. It was widely
celebrated across the Jewish world, with the
primary celebrations taking place at Yeshivat
Chachmei Lublin, Rabbi Shapiro’s own recentlyopened beautiful Yeshiva in the town of Lublin
in eastern Poland. With that momentous
achievement, known as the Siyum Hashas, the
Daf Yomi programme solidified its hold on the
hearts and minds of world Jewry. Yet, little did
participants in the festivities know that the
ensuing years would be marked by tragedy for
the Jewish people, both on a personal, as well
as on a national level.
Yeshivat Chachmei Lublin did not survive
World War Two although the yeshiva building
still stands today. Visitors often take some time
there to study the Daf Yomi for the day of their
visit, a poignant mitzvah which also helps us to
remember the voices of study which used to
reverberate within its walls.

Yeshivat Chachmei Lublin
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Shefford – Dr Judith Grunfeld l ’ ’ z

Dr Judith Grunfeld was the headmistress of the
Jewish Secondary School in Stamford Hill in 1939,
whose 450 children and staff were evacuated to
Shefford and the neighbouring towns in
Bedfordshire for the duration of World War Two.
This latest extract from her book is another story
from the chapter “Gems in My Office”.

Eugene had been with us since the age of nine.
In 1943 we prepared him for his bar mitzvah. His
parents had sent him to England in 1939 and
he had not heard from them since. We looked
at these children as our sacred trust. We had
some fore-bodings about their parents’ fate,
but nobody ever thought it could be as cruel as
in the event it turned out to be. Eugene, a small
dark-eyed boy, seemed little perturbed when
he came to my office to present himself ready for
the bar mitzvah.
“Well, Eugene,” I said, “are you well prepared to
read the parashah?” He affirmed it proudly.
“Now let me see what you still need.” A new suit
had been ordered for the occasion by the welfare
worker; it was ready. Shoes, tie, shirt, everything
was seen to. “Now what about your tefillin?”
I asked. “Oh, I shall get these,” he said with a
cheerful smile. “Get these,” I ventured. “From
whom?” “Oh, from my parents, of course,” and
his eyes actually lit up as he said it. This settled
the point. I dared not contradict. For four years
he had not heard a word from his parents. The
last living contact he had had with them was the
parting embrace when he left home with the
children’s transport, when his mother’s tears had
fallen on his cheek and his father’s trembling
voice had told him to remember to be a good
boy. The very last sign of them had been the
flutter of the handkerchief waving goodbye
when the train left the station carrying hundreds
of children away from the menacing terror into
safety. Four years later, some weeks before his
bar mitzvah, faith – childlike and pure – came to
the surface. This had been his secret security
throughout the long time while his parents went

through the shadow of death: “The tefillin, oh I
shall get them from my parents.”
A pair of tefillin was handed to him a month
before his bar mitzvah by a teacher, who said
calmly, “Here, Eugene, take these meanwhile,
until your parents’ Tefillin arrive”. He had this pair
in use for a very long time. He was one of the
fortunate ones who was indeed reunited with his
parents after the war.
All these episodes occurred in my little office
which was the nerve-centre of our school
community. Here the canteen orders were
written out, school reports were drawn up,
correspondence was carried on, parents were
interviewed as well as foster-parents, teachers,
helpers, billeting officers, welfare workers and
pupils. And once it served a very official purpose
and a very important one.

Reproduced with permission

Answer: a donkey
In memory of David Yochanan ben Moshe
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BOOK NOW to join Tribe for a summer to remember!
For more details on all our programmes visit

WWW.TRIBEUK.COM

Chesed
Bursary
Fund

No child should miss
out. Please let us
know if you need
nancial assistance.

tribe.uk
@TheTribeUK
Tribe
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