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THE CHAZAN ON YOMIM NORAIM 

A tough job but someone’s got to do it 

 

1 Melachim Kings 2 Chapter 4 

One day Elisha visited Shunem. A wealthy woman lived 
there, and she urged him to have a meal; and whenever he 
passed by, he would stop there for a meal. Once she said to 
her husband, “I am sure it is a holy man of God who comes 
this way regularly. Let us make a small enclosed upper 
chamber and place a bed, a table, a chair, and a lampstand 
there for him, so that he can stop there whenever he comes 
to us.” One day he came there; he retired to the upper 
chamber and lay down there. He said to his servant Gehazi, 
“Call that Shunammite woman.” He called her, and she 
stood before him. He said to him, “Tell her, ‘You have gone 
to all this trouble for us. What can we do for you? Can we 
speak in your behalf to the king or to the army 
commander?’” She replied,  

“I live among my own people.” 
 

ה   ָׁ֣ ֙ם ִאשָׁ ם ְושָׁ ע ֶאל־שּונ ֵ֗ ָׁ֣ ר ֱאִלישָׁ ֹום ַוַיֲעב ֹ֧ י ַהיּ֜ ַוְיִהִ֨
 ָׁ֣ ְַֽיִה֙י ִמד  ֶחם ַו  ָ֑ ֹו ֶלֱאכָׁל־לָׁ ה ַוַתֲחֶזק־בּ֖ בְ ְגדֹולָָׁ֔ ר  י עָׁ ֻ֥ ֹו יָׁס  רָ֔

ֶחם׃ ה ֶלֱאכָׁל־לָׁ  מָׁ ּ֖   שָׁ
י ִאֻ֥  ְעִתי ִכִּ֛ ָׁ֣א יַָׁדָ֔ ּה ִהנ ה־נָׁ אֶמ֙ר ֶאל־ִאישָָׁ֔ ים  ַות ֙ יש ֱאֹלִהּ֖

ֹוש הָ֑  דָׁ֣ ינּו תָׁ קָׁ ּ֖ ל  ר עָׁ ֻ֥ ב  יד׃ּוא ע  ִמ    
ה   ֻ֥ ם ִמטָׁ ִּ֛ ֹו שָׁ ים לֻ֥ ה ְונִָׁשִ֨ ָּ֤א ֲעִלַית־ִקי֙ר ְקַטנָָׁ֔ ֲעֶשה־נָׁ ַנ 

א ּומְ  ָׁ֣ ן ְוִכס  ּ֖ ְלחָׁ ה׃ְוש  מָׁ ּור שָׁ  ינּו יָׁסֻ֥ ּ֖ ל  ֹו א  אֻ֥ ִּ֛ה ְבב  יָׁ ה ְוהָׁ ָ֑ נֹורָׁ   
ֻ֥סַ  ה ַויָׁ מָׁ ָ֑ ָׁ֣ב א שָׁ ֹום ַויָׁ י ַהיּ֖ ּ֖ה ַוִיְש ַוְיִהֻ֥ ֲעִליָׁ ַכב־ ר ֶאל־הָׁ

ה׃ מָׁ   שָׁ 
א־  את ַוִיְקרָׁ ית ַהז ָ֑ א ַלשּוַנִמָׁ֣ ּ֖ ֹו ְקרָׁ י ַנֲערָ֔ ֲחִזָׁ֣ אֶמ֙ר ֶאל־ג  ַוי ֙

יו׃ נָׁ  ד ְלפָׁ ּה ַו ַתֲעמ ּ֖   לָָׁ֔
ינּוָ֮ ֶאת־  ל  ְדְת ׀ א  ַרָׁ֣ ָׁ֣ה חָׁ ָ֮ ִהנ  ֶליהָׁ ָׁ֣א א  ר־נָׁ ֹו ֱאמָׁ אֶמר לֵ֗ ַוי ָׁ֣

ָּ֤ש ְלדַ  ְך ֲהי  ֹות לָָׁ֔ ה ַלֲעשָׁ֣ ה ַהז א֒ת ֶמֶ֚ ָׁ֣ דָׁ ְך֙ כָׁל־ַהֲחרָׁ   ֶבר־לָׁ
אֶמר   א ַות ֹּ֕ ָ֑ בָׁ ר ַהצָׁ ֹו ֶאל־ַשָׁ֣ ֶלְך אּ֖  ֶאל־ַהֶמָ֔

ֶבת  י ֹיָשָֽׁ ֥ י ָאֹנכ  ִּ֖ ֥תֹוְך ַעמ   בְּ
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2 This prayer is said by the Chazzan before the Musaf Service. 

Behold, I stand here, impoverished in good deeds, perturbed and frightened in fear [of Him,] 
Who is enthroned upon the praises of Yisrael. I have come to stand and to plead before You in 
behalf of Your people, Yisrael, who have appointed me their messenger; even though I am not 
worthy or qualified for the task. I therefore beseech You, God of Avraham, God of Yitzchak and 
God of Yaakov; Hashem, Hashem, Almighty, Compassionate and Gracious, G-d of Yisrael, 
Shakkai, Eminent and Awesome, please, help me succeed in the mission which I have 
undertaken to stand [before You] and to seek mercy for myself and for those who have 
appointed me. Do not hold them responsible for my sins, nor condemn them for my iniquities, 
as I am a sinner and a transgressor. Let them not be disgraced through my transgressions; may 
they not be ashamed of me, nor may I be ashamed of them. Accept my prayer as the prayer of 
one who is mature and experienced [in prayer], and as one who is respected, whose beard is 
full-grown, whose voice is pleasant, and who is pleasing to his fellow man. Rebuke Satan that 
he not accuse me, and may our assembling [be acceptable] to You with love; and may all [our] 
transgressions be covered over with [Your] love. All our troubles and afflictions; please turn 
them for us and all Yisrael into happiness and joy, life and peace. May they love truth and 
peace, and may there be no impediment in my prayer. And may it be Your will, Hashem, G-d of 
Avraham, Yitzchak and Yaakov, the Almighty, the Great, the Powerful, the Awesome, most 
high, Almighty, [Who is known by the Name]:  “I am that I am” that all the angels who convey 
prayes, may they bring my prayers to the presence of Your glorious throne, and present them 
to You for the sake of all those who are righteous, pious and upright, and for the sake of Your 
glorious Name, [which is] great and awesome; for You hear the prayers of Your people, Yisrael, 
with compassion. Blessed are You Who hears prayers. 

ַעׂש ֶהָעִני   ִהְנִני  ְוִנְפַחד ִנְרַעׁש ִמַמַּֽ  
ַחד ב   ִמַפַּֽ ל ְתִהּלֹות  יֹוׁשֵׁ אִתי .ִיְׂשָראֵׁ ָבַּֽ  
ן  ַלֲעֹמד יָך ּוְלִהְתַחנֵׁ ַעְמָך ַעל ְלָפֶנַּֽ  

ל ּוִני  ֲאֶׁשר  ִיְׂשָראֵׁ ִפי  ַעל ַאף ְׁשָלחַּֽ  
יִני ן ְלָכְך ְוָהגּון  ְכַדאי  ֶׁשאֵׁ ׁש ָלכֵׁ ֲאַבקֵׁ  

י  ִמְמָך י   ְבָרָהםאַ  ֱאֹלקֵׁ ִיְצָחק ֱאֹלקֵׁ  
י  ל  'ה 'ה ַיֲעֹקב וֵׁאֹלקֵׁ ְוַחנּון  ַרחּום אֵׁ  

ל י ֱאֹלקֵׁ  ָנא  ֱהיֵׁה ְונֹוָרא ָאיֹום  ַׁשַדי  ִיְׂשָראֵׁ  
יחַ  ְך ֲאִני  ֲאֶׁשר  ַדְרִכי  ַמְצִלַּֽ ַלֲעֹמד הֹולֵׁ  
ׁש ָנא ׁשֹוְלָחי ְוַעל   ָעַלי  ַרֲחִמים ּוְלַבקֵׁ  

ם ַאל ם ַאלוְ   ְבַחטֹאַתי ַתְפִׁשיעֵׁ ְתַחְיבֵׁ  
א  ִכי  נֹוַתי ַבֲעֹו  עַ  חֹוטֵׁ ַּֽ ִני ּופֹוׁשֵׁ ְוַאל ָאַּֽ  

ֹוׁשּו  ְוַאל  ִבְפָׁשַעי ִיָכְלמּו ם יֵׁבַּֽ ְוַאל  ִבי  הֵׁ  
בֹוׁש ל ָבֶהם  ֲאִני  אֵׁ ְתִפָּלִתי  ְוַקבֵׁ   

ן  ִכְתִפַּלת ּוְזָקנֹו   ָנֶאה  ּוִפְרקֹו  ְוָרִגיל ָזקֵׁ  
ִעם ַעתְבַדַּֽ  בּוְמֻערָ  ָנִעים ְוקֹולֹו   ְמגָֻדל  

נִ  ְלַבל ַבָשָטן  ְוִתְגַער ַהְבִריֹות ַּֽ י יְַׂשִטינֵׁ  
נּו  ָנא  ִויִהי  ַּֽ יָך  ִדּלּוגֵׁ ָכל ְוַעל ַאֲהָבה ָעֶלַּֽ  

ָצרֹות ְוָכל  ְבַאֲהָבה ְתַכֶסה ְפָׁשִעים  
ל ּוְלָכל ָלנּו  ָנא  ֲהָפְך  ְוָרעֹות ִיְׂשָראֵׁ  

לֹוםּוְלׁשָ  ְלַחִיים  ּוְלִׂשְמָחה ְלָׂשׂשֹון   
בּו ְוַהָשלֹום ָהֱאֶמת ׁשּום  ְיִהי ְולֹא ֱאָהַּֽ  

יָך ָרצֹון ִויִהי .ִפָּלִתי ִמְכׁשֹולִבְת  ה ִמְּלָפֶנַּֽ   
י  ל  ְוַיֲעֹקב ִיְצָחק ַאְבָרָהם ֱאֹלקֵׁ ָהאֵׁ  

ל  ְוַהנֹוָרא ַהִגבֹור ַהָגדֹול ֶאְהֶיה ֶעְליֹון  אֵׁ  
ם  ַהַמְלָאִכים  ֶׁשָכל ֶאְהיֶה  ֲאֶׁשר ֶׁשהֵׁ  
יאּו ְתִפּלֹות י ַמֲעלֵׁ  י  ְתִפָּלִתי ָיִבַּֽ א ִלְפנֵׁ ִכסֵׁ  

ָך יָך אֹוָתּה יגּוְויִַצַּֽ  ְכבֹוֶדַּֽ ָכל ַבֲעבּור .ְלָפֶנַּֽ  
ְוַהְיָׁשִרים ְוַהֲחִסיִדים ַהַצִדיִקים   

ִכי  ְוַהנֹוָרא ַהָגדֹול ִׁשְמָך ְכבֹוד ּוַבֲעבּור  
עַ  ַאָתה ַּֽ ל ַעְמָך ְתִפַּלת ׁשֹומֵׁ ִיְׂשָראֵׁ  
עַ  ַאָתה ָברּוְך ֲחִמיםְברַ  ַּֽ ְתִפָּלה ׁשֹומֵׁ ::  
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3 Repetition of Musaph on Rosh Hashana and Yom Kippur  

Invoking the doctrines of our wise and 

understanding Sages, and with the 

teachings [acquired] from their perceptive 

intuition, I open my mouth in prayer and 

supplication to plead and seek favor before 

the presence of the King, the King of 

kings— the Master of masters.  

ֲחָכִמים  ִמּסֹוד 

ֶמד   ּוְנבֹוִנים ּוִמֶלֶּֽ

ַעת ְמִביִנים  ַדֶּֽ

ֶאְפְתָחה ִפי 

ִבְתִפָלה 

ּוְבַתֲחנּוִנים  

ן   ְלַחלֹות ּוְלַחנֵּ

לֶ  י ֶמֶּֽ י ְפנֵּ ְך ַמְלכֵּ

ַהְמָלִכים ַוֲאדֹונֵּי  

 :ָהֲאדֹוִנים
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4. Kings I 21  

[The following events] occurred sometime afterward: Naboth the Jezreelite owned a vineyard in Jezreel, adjoining the 
palace of King Ahab of Samaria.  2 Ahab said to Naboth, “Give me your vineyard, so that I may have it as a vegetable 

garden, since it is right next to my palace. I will give you a better vineyard in exchange; or, if you prefer, I will pay you 

the price in money.”  3 But Naboth replied, “The LORD forbid that I should give up to you what I have inherited from 
my fathers!”  4 Ahab went home dispirited and sullen because of the answer that Naboth the Jezreelite had given him: “I 

will not give up to you what I have inherited from my fathers!” He lay down on his bed and turned away his face, and he 

would not eat.  5 His wife Jezebel came to him and asked him, “Why are you so dispirited that you won’t eat?”  6 So he 
told her, “I spoke to Naboth the Jezreelite and proposed to him, ‘Sell me your vineyard for money, or if you prefer, I’ll 

give you another vineyard in exchange’; but he answered, ‘I will not give my vineyard to you.’”  7 His wife Jezebel said 

to him, “Now is the time to show yourself king over Israel. Rise and eat something, and be cheerful; I will get the 
vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite for you.”  8 So she wrote letters in Ahab’s name and sealed them with his seal, and 

sent the letters to the elders and the nobles who lived in the same town with Naboth.  9 In the letters she wrote as 

follows: “Proclaim a fast and seat Naboth at the front of the assembly.  10 And seat two scoundrels opposite him, and let 
them testify against him: ‘You have reviled God and king!’ Then take him out and stone him to death.”  11 His 

townsmen—the elders and nobles who lived in his town—did as Jezebel had instructed them, just as was written in the 
letters she had sent them:  12 They proclaimed a fast and seated Naboth at the front of the assembly.  13 Then the two 

scoundrels came and sat down opposite him; and the scoundrels testified against Naboth publicly as follows: “Naboth 

has reviled God and king.” Then they took him outside the town and stoned him to death.  14 Word was sent to Jezebel: 
“Naboth has been stoned to death.”  15 As soon as Jezebel heard that Naboth had been stoned to death, she said to Ahab, 

“Go and take possession of the vineyard which Naboth the Jezreelite refused to sell you for money; for Naboth is no 

longer alive, he is dead.”  16 When Ahab heard that Naboth was dead, Ahab set out for the vineyard of Naboth the 
Jezreelite to take possession of it. 
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5. Yalkut Shimoni Commentary on Kings  

The verse in Kings states that Navot the Yizre῾eli had a vineyard. The verse also 
states in Proverbs to honour Hashem with your substances which is 
homiletically interpreted to to honour from that which He favoured you. For if 
you have a pleasant voice use it to lead to sing in the Service. Chiya the 
nephew of Elazar HaKafar had a pleasant voice and Elazar said to him ‘Chiya 
honour G-d with that which he favoured you’. Navot had a pleasant voice and 
he went up to Jerusalem and all the people gathered to hear him. Once he did 
not go up and it was then that people of disrepute reported on him and 
caused his imminent demise. What caused his downfall? It was because Navot 
did not attend the Jerusalem pilgrimage of G-d to honour Him with that which 
he had been favoured. As it states that no other will covet your land to dispose 
you of it, it is if you keep to the law of pilgrimage. 
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Every Person Must Realize "I with all my abilities, potentials and 
talents both physical and spiritual, am unique in the 

universe.  Amongst all those alive today there is no other me.  In 
past generations too there was no other me, and until the end of 

time there will be no other me.  And if so, the Master of the 
Universe certainly has sent me here on a special mission that could 

be fulfilled by no one else but me - with all my uniqueness."   
Rabbi Shlomo Wolbe (1914-2005) 

 


