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THE CHAZAN ON YOMIM NORAIM
A tough job but someone’s got to do it
1 Melachim Kings 2 Chapter 4
One day Elisha visited Shunem. A wealthy woman lived
there, and she urged him to have a meal; and whenever he
passed by, he would stop there for a meal. Once she said to
her husband, “I am sure it is a holy man of God who comes
this way regularly. Let us make a small enclosed upper
chamber and place a bed, a table, a chair, and a lampstand
there for him, so that he can stop there whenever he comes
to us.” One day he came there; he retired to the upper
chamber and lay down there. He said to his servant Gehazi,
“Call that Shunammite woman.” He called her, and she
stood before him. He said to him, “Tell her, ‘You have gone
to all this trouble for us. What can we do for you? Can we
speak in your behalf to the king or to the army
commander?’” She replied,

“I live among my own people.”

ְשם֙ ִא ָׁ ָׁ֣שה
ָׁ ל־שּונם ו
ֵ֗
ֶישע א
ָׁ֣ ָׁ ַוי ְִִ֨הי הַ יּ֜ ֹום ַו ַיע ֲֹ֧בר אֱ ִל
ֶק־בֹו לֶ אֱ כָׁל־לָׁ ָ֑חֶ ם וַ ַֽי ְִהי֙ ִמ ָׁ֣די עָׁ ְברָ֔ ֹו י ָֻׁ֥סר
ּ֖ גְ דֹולָָׁ֔ ה ו ַַתחֲ ז
ָׁ ּ֖שמָׁ ה לֶ אֱ כָׁל־לָׁ חֶ ם׃
ֹלהים
ּ֖ ִ ֱישּה ִהנה־נָׁ ָׁ֣א י ַָָׁ֔דעְ ִתי ִ ִּ֛כי ִ ֻ֥איש א
ָָׁ֔ ל־א
ִ ֶַתאמֶ ר֙ א
֙ ו
ָׁק ָׁ֣דֹוש הָ֑ ּוא ע ֻ֥בר עָׁ לּ֖ינּו ָׁת ִמיד׃
ַת־קיר֙ ְקטַ ָָׁ֔נה ְונ ִ֨ ִָׁשים לֻ֥ ֹו ָׁ ִּ֛שם ִמ ָׁ ֻ֥טה
ִ ֲשה־נָׁ ָּ֤א ע ֲִלי
ֶ נַ ע
נֹורה וְהָׁ יָׁ ִּ֛ה ְבב ֻ֥אֹו אלּ֖ינּו י ָֻׁ֥סּור ָׁשמָׁ ה׃
ָ֑ ָׁ ּומ
ְ וְש ְל ָׁ ּ֖חן וְכִ ָׁ֣סא
ַוי ִ ְֻ֥הי הַ ּ֖ יֹום וַיָׁ ָׁ֣בא ָׁ ָ֑שמָׁ ה וַיָׁ ֻ֥סַ ר אֶ ל־הָׁ ע ֲִליָׁ ּ֖ה וַיִ ְשכַב־
ָׁשמָׁ ה׃
ו ַ֙יאמֶ ר֙ אֶ ל־גחֲ ִ ָׁ֣זי ַנעֲרָ֔ ֹו ְק ָׁ ּ֖רא לַ שּונ ִ ַָׁ֣מית הַ ָ֑זאת וַיִ ְק ָׁרא־
לָָׁ֔ ּה וַ ַתע ֲּ֖מד ְלפָׁ נָׁ יו׃
יה ִהנָׁ֣ה חָׁ ַ ָׁ֣ר ְד ְת ׀ אלינּוָ֮ אֶ ת־
ָָׁ֮ ֶָׁ֣וַיאמֶ ר ֵ֗לֹו אֱ מָׁ ר־נָׁ ָׁ֣א אל
ֲ֙שֹות לָָׁ֔ ְך הֲ יָּ֤ש ְל ַדבֶ ר־לָׁ ְך
ָׁ֣ ת ֶ֚מֶ ה לַ ע
֒ כָׁל־הַ חֲ ָׁר ָׁ ָׁ֣דה הַ זא
צָׁבא ו ַֹּ֕תאמֶ ר
ָ֑ ָׁ ַל־שר ה
ָׁ֣ ַ ֶאֶ ל־הַ ָ֔ ֶמלֶ ְך ּ֖אֹו א

ְּב ֥תֹוְך עַ ִּ֖מי אָ נ ֹ֥כי יֹ ָ ָֽׁשבֶ ת
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2 This prayer is said by the Chazzan before the Musaf Service.

Behold, I stand here, impoverished in good deeds, perturbed and frightened in fear [of Him,]
Who is enthroned upon the praises of Yisrael. I have come to stand and to plead before You in
behalf of Your people, Yisrael, who have appointed me their messenger; even though I am not
worthy or qualified for the task. I therefore beseech You, God of Avraham, God of Yitzchak and
God of Yaakov; Hashem, Hashem, Almighty, Compassionate and Gracious, G-d of Yisrael,
Shakkai, Eminent and Awesome, please, help me succeed in the mission which I have
undertaken to stand [before You] and to seek mercy for myself and for those who have
appointed me. Do not hold them responsible for my sins, nor condemn them for my iniquities,
as I am a sinner and a transgressor. Let them not be disgraced through my transgressions; may
they not be ashamed of me, nor may I be ashamed of them. Accept my prayer as the prayer of
one who is mature and experienced [in prayer], and as one who is respected, whose beard is
full-grown, whose voice is pleasant, and who is pleasing to his fellow man. Rebuke Satan that
he not accuse me, and may our assembling [be acceptable] to You with love; and may all [our]
transgressions be covered over with [Your] love. All our troubles and afflictions; please turn
them for us and all Yisrael into happiness and joy, life and peace. May they love truth and
peace, and may there be no impediment in my prayer. And may it be Your will, Hashem, G-d of
Avraham, Yitzchak and Yaakov, the Almighty, the Great, the Powerful, the Awesome, most
high, Almighty, [Who is known by the Name]: “I am that I am” that all the angels who convey
prayes, may they bring my prayers to the presence of Your glorious throne, and present them
to You for the sake of all those who are righteous, pious and upright, and for the sake of Your
glorious Name, [which is] great and awesome; for You hear the prayers of Your people, Yisrael,
with compassion. Blessed are You Who hears prayers.

ִהנְ נִ י הֶ עָ נִ י ִמ ַ ַּֽמעַ ׂש נִ ְרעַ ׁש וְנִ פְ חַ ד
אתי
ִ  ָ ַּֽב. יֹוׁשב ְת ִהּלֹות י ְִׂשרָ אֵׁ ל
ֵׁ ִמ ַ ַּֽפחַ ד
ַל ֲעמֹד ּולְ ִה ְתחַ נֵׁן לְ פָ ֶנַּֽיָך עַ ל עַ ְמָך
ֲׁשר ְׁשל ַָּֽחּונִ י אַ ף עַ ל ִפ י
ֶ י ְִׂשרָ אֵׁ ל א
ׁשאֵׁ ינִ י כְ דַ אי וְהָ גּון לְ כְָך ָלכֵׁן אֲבַ ֵׁקׁש
ֶ
ֹלקי יִצְ חָ ק
ֵׁ ֱֹלקי אַ בְ רָ הָ ם ֱא
ֵׁ ִמ ְמָך א
ֵׁאֹלקי ַי ֲעקֹב ה 'ה' אֵׁ ל רַ חּום וְחַ נּון
ֵׁ ו
ׁשדַ י אָ יֹום וְנֹורָ א הֱ יֵׁה נָא
ַ ִׂשרָ אֵׁ ל
ְ ֱֹלקי י
ֵׁ א
ֲׁשר אֲנִ י הֹולְֵׁך ַל ֲעמֹד
ֶ מַ צְ ִ ַּֽליחַ דַ ְרכִ י א
ּולְ בַ ֵׁקׁש רַ חֲ ִמים עָ לַי וְעַ ל ׁשֹולְ חָ י נָא
אַ ל תַ פְ ִׁשיעֵׁ ם בְ חַ ט ֹאתַ י ְואַ ל ְתחַ יְ בֵׁ ם
ּופֹוׁשעַ ָ ַּֽאנִ י וְאַ ל
ַּֽ ֵׁ
בַ עֲֹונֹותַ י כִ י חֹוטֵׁ א
ׁשעַ י וְאַ ל י ֵַּֽׁב ֹוׁשּו הֵׁ ם בִ י וְאַ ל
ָ ְִיכָלְ מּו בִ פ
אֵׁ בֹוׁש אֲנִ י בָ הֶ ם ו ְַקבֵׁ ל ְתפִ ּל ִָת י
כִ ְתפִ ּלַת ז ֵָׁקן וְרָ גִ יל ּופִ ְרקֹו נָאֶ ה ּוזְ ָקנֹו
ּומעֻרָ ב בְ ַ ַּֽדעַ ת עִ ם
ְ ְמגֻדָ ל וְקֹולֹו נָעִ ים
שטָ ן לְ בַ ל י ְַׂש ִט ֵׁינַּֽנִ י
ָ ַהַ בְ ִריֹות ו ְִתגְ עַ ר ב
ּלּוגַּֽנּו עָ ֶ ַּֽליָך אַ הֲ בָ ה וְעַ ל כָל
ֵׁ ִיה י נָא ִד
ִ ו
ׁשעִ ים ְתכַסֶ ה בְ אַ הֲ בָ ה ְוכָל צָ רֹות
ָ ְפ
וְרָ עֹות הֲ פָ ְך נָא לָנּו ּולְ כָל י ְִׂשרָ אֵׁ ל
ׁשלֹום
ָ ְׂשׂשֹון ּולְ ִׂש ְמחָ ה לְ חַ יִ ים ּול
ָ ְל
שלֹום א ָ ֱַּֽהבּו וְל ֹא י ְִהי ׁשּום
ָ ַהָ אֱמֶ ת וְה
ִיהי רָ צֹון ִמּלְ פָ ֶנַּֽיָך ה
ִ ו. ִמכְ ׁשֹולבִ ְתפִ ּל ִָתי
ֱֹלקי אַ בְ רָ הָ ם יִצְ חָ ק ְו ַי ֲעקֹב הָ אֵׁ ל
ֵׁ א
הַ גָדֹול הַ גִ בֹור וְהַ נֹורָ א אֵׁ ל עֶ לְ יֹון אֶ ְהיֶה
ׁשהֵׁ ם
ֶ ׁשכָל הַ מַ לְ אָ כִ ים
ֶ ֲׁשר אֶ ְהיֶה
ֶ א
מַ ֲע ֵׁלי ְתפִ ּלֹות י ִ ַָּֽב יאּו ְתפִ ּל ִָתי לִ פְ נֵׁי כִ סֵׁ א
 בַ עֲבּור כָל.בֹודָך ְוי ִ ַַּֽציגּו אֹותָ ּה לְ פָ ֶנַּֽיָך
ַּֽ ֶ ְכ
ׁש ִרים
ָ ְיקים וְהַ חֲ ִס ִידים וְהַ י
ִ הַ צַ ִד
ּובַ עֲבּור כְ בֹוד ִׁש ְמָך הַ גָדֹול וְהַ נֹורָ א כִ י
ׁשֹומעַ ְתפִ ּלַת עַ ְמָך י ְִׂשרָ אֵׁ ל
ַּֽ ֵׁ אַ תָ ה
ׁשֹומעַ ְתפִ ּלָה
ַּֽ ֵׁ בְ רַ חֲ ִמים בָ רּוְך אַ תָ ה::
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3 Repetition of Musaph on Rosh Hashana and Yom Kippur

Invoking the doctrines of our wise and
understanding Sages, and with the
teachings [acquired] from their perceptive
intuition, I open my mouth in prayer and
supplication to plead and seek favor before
the presence of the King, the King of
kings— the Master of masters.

ִמּסֹוד ֲחכ ִָמים
ּומ ֶ ֶּֽלמֶ ד
ִ ּונְבֹונִ ים
ַ ֶּֽדעַת ְמבִ ינִ ים
אֶ פְ ְתחָ ה פִ י
בִ ְתפִ לָה
ּובְ תַ חֲנּונִ ים
לְ חַ לֹות ּולְ חַ נֵּן
פְ נֵּי ֶ ֶּֽמ ֶלְך מַ לְ כֵּי
הַ ְמלָכִ ים ַואֲדֹונֵּי
הָ אֲדֹונִ ים:
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4. Kings I 21

[The following events] occurred sometime afterward: Naboth the Jezreelite owned a vineyard in Jezreel, adjoining the
palace of King Ahab of Samaria. 2 Ahab said to Naboth, “Give me your vineyard, so that I may have it as a vegetable
garden, since it is right next to my palace. I will give you a better vineyard in exchange; or, if you prefer, I will pay you
the price in money.” 3 But Naboth replied, “The LORD forbid that I should give up to you what I have inherited from
my fathers!” 4 Ahab went home dispirited and sullen because of the answer that Naboth the Jezreelite had given him: “I
will not give up to you what I have inherited from my fathers!” He lay down on his bed and turned away his face, and he
would not eat. 5 His wife Jezebel came to him and asked him, “Why are you so dispirited that you won’t eat?” 6 So he
told her, “I spoke to Naboth the Jezreelite and proposed to him, ‘Sell me your vineyard for money, or if you prefer, I’ll
give you another vineyard in exchange’; but he answered, ‘I will not give my vineyard to you.’” 7 His wife Jezebel said
to him, “Now is the time to show yourself king over Israel. Rise and eat something, and be cheerful; I will get the
vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite for you.” 8 So she wrote letters in Ahab’s name and sealed them with his seal, and
sent the letters to the elders and the nobles who lived in the same town with Naboth. 9 In the letters she wrote as
follows: “Proclaim a fast and seat Naboth at the front of the assembly. 10 And seat two scoundrels opposite him, and let
them testify against him: ‘You have reviled God and king!’ Then take him out and stone him to death.” 11 His
townsmen—the elders and nobles who lived in his town—did as Jezebel had instructed them, just as was written in the
letters she had sent them: 12 They proclaimed a fast and seated Naboth at the front of the assembly. 13 Then the two
scoundrels came and sat down opposite him; and the scoundrels testified against Naboth publicly as follows: “Naboth
has reviled God and king.” Then they took him outside the town and stoned him to death. 14 Word was sent to Jezebel:
“Naboth has been stoned to death.” 15 As soon as Jezebel heard that Naboth had been stoned to death, she said to Ahab,
“Go and take possession of the vineyard which Naboth the Jezreelite refused to sell you for money; for Naboth is no
longer alive, he is dead.” 16 When Ahab heard that Naboth was dead, Ahab set out for the vineyard of Naboth the
Jezreelite to take possession of it.
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5. Yalkut Shimoni Commentary on Kings
The verse in Kings states that Navot the Yizre῾eli had a vineyard. The verse also
states in Proverbs to honour Hashem with your substances which is
homiletically interpreted to to honour from that which He favoured you. For if
you have a pleasant voice use it to lead to sing in the Service. Chiya the
nephew of Elazar HaKafar had a pleasant voice and Elazar said to him ‘Chiya
honour G-d with that which he favoured you’. Navot had a pleasant voice and
he went up to Jerusalem and all the people gathered to hear him. Once he did
not go up and it was then that people of disrepute reported on him and
caused his imminent demise. What caused his downfall? It was because Navot
did not attend the Jerusalem pilgrimage of G-d to honour Him with that which
he had been favoured. As it states that no other will covet your land to dispose
you of it, it is if you keep to the law of pilgrimage.
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Every Person Must Realize "I with all my abilities, potentials and
talents both physical and spiritual, am unique in the
universe. Amongst all those alive today there is no other me. In
past generations too there was no other me, and until the end of
time there will be no other me. And if so, the Master of the
Universe certainly has sent me here on a special mission that could
be fulfilled by no one else but me - with all my uniqueness."
Rabbi Shlomo Wolbe (1914-2005)

