
Chumash: “And these are the laws that you
shall place before them”. (Shemot 21:1)

Talmud: “Rabbi Akiva taught: ‘from where do
we learn that a teacher must explain his
reasoning to his student? From the verse:
And these are the laws that you shall place
before them.’ ” (Eruvin 54b)

This week’s Rabbi may be the most famous 
of all the Sages. To this day,
we have a youth movement
called Bnei Akiva (‘Children
of Akiva’). Rabbi Akiva only
began his studies at the age
of 40, after his future wife
recognised his potential. In
disgust at her choice of a
penniless ignorant suitor,
her wealthy father expelled
the young couple from his
home. Twenty-four years later, when Rabbi
Akiva returned home to his wife from the
academy, escorted by his 24,000 students, 
he declared (to his students): ‘What I have
achieved, and what all of you have achieved,
is thanks to her (my wife)’. 

Rabbi Akiva realised he could achieve
greatness through seeing water erode a rock;
just as a rock can have a hole bored through
it via a continuous drip of water, how much

more so can a soft, human heart can be
penetrated with the steady influence of
Torah.

Rabbi Akiva laid the groundwork for the
systemisation and categorisation of masses 
of Torah material. For example, he clarified
what was considered halachic ruling rather
than just discourse about the halacha, as well
as what was Midrashic exegesis.

He also revealed a
rigorous method of
analysing verses in the
Written Torah so as to
derive laws and used
logical means to be able
to source established
halachot. 

The Talmud relates that
when Moshe ascended into heaven, he saw
G-d occupied in making little crowns for the
letters of the Torah. Upon his inquiry as to
what these might be for, Moshe received the
answer: "There will come a man, named Akiva
ben Yosef, who will deduce halachot from
every little curve and crown of the letters of
the Law."

A desire not only to understand but also to
communicate the Torah system to others is
present in the quotation above.

Rabbi Akiva
by Rabbi Samuel Landau, Kingston, Surbiton & District United Synagogue
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Meat, Milk and the English by Rabbi Dr Harvey Belovski

Golders Green United Synagogue 

“You shall bring the first fruits of your land to
the house of the Lord your G-d; do not cook a
kid in its mother’s milk”.  (Shemot 23:19)

The Torah does not provide a reason for the
prohibition against eating meat cooked with
milk. The commentators vary drastically in
their interpretations.  The Kli Yakar (d. 1619)
notes that ‘the majority of commentaries have
gone out to harvest and have not found an
adequate explanation’ (ad loc.)!

Attempts to understand this
law are loosely divided into
rational (e.g. pragmatic or
contextual explanations)
and super-rational (mystical
explanations).  We will
focus on rational expla-
nations, starting with the
view of the Rashbam (d. c. 1158):

“It is repellent and gluttonous to consume the
milk of the mother together with the
offspring”. (Rashbam ad loc.)

While the Rashbam identifies eating meat and
milk together as insensitive, indicating a lack
of reverence for life, the Rambam (d. 1204)
takes a quite different approach:

“It is certain that the prohibition of meat and
milk, even though it is without any doubt a
very coarse food which causes bloating, in 
my view, it is not too remote to suggest that
there is [also] some idolatrous association
here. Perhaps this is what they (idolaters) 
eat at some act of worship or festival“. 
(Moreh HaNevochim 3:48)

The Rambam here offers two interpretations.
The first is pragmatic (it is bad for you), 
the second contextual (it is a food identified
with idolatry). The Abarbanel (d. 1508)
expands on the second reason, offering a
uniquely English spin:

“It seems most likely that
[the mixture] was made by
idolaters when they
gathered, cooking kids in
milk at harvest time to
appease their gods.  This is
the practice today in the
kingdoms of Spain and
England”. (Abarbanel ad
loc.)

While at first glance, the idolatrous
association may seem alien or even

farfetched, it emerges from a
fuller reading of our verse,
which appears at the end of
a passage detailing festival
obligations. Commenting

on this, the Rambam notes
that the context speaks for itself. It is if the
Torah had written, ‘when you celebrate your
festivals and come before G-d, do not cook the
kind of food that idolaters prepare on their
festivals’. The Seforno (d. 1550) elaborates:

“Select choice fruits to bring as an offering 
to G-d, but do not perform the kind of acts like
eating meat and milk that idolaters do 
to increase the yield”. (Seforno ad loc.,
paraphrased)

This interpretation of the prohibition of milk
and meat explains why it does not appear with
the laws of forbidden animals and birds, nor
among the rules governing prohibited
mixtures. For the Rambam and those who
follow his view, it is actually neither, but a law
against associating with idolatry. 

The reason for the prohibition of eating 
meat cooked with milk will remain shrouded
in mystery until the ultimate future, when 
we are promised that G-d will reveal all. 
(Otzar HaMidrashim)



The Blackpool Hebrew Congregation closed its
doors on May 13 2012, after a 114-year history.
It was extremely sad to see the dwindling of 
a community which in its heyday (1950-1965)
boasted a Jewish population of 2000 families.
Most remaining members have joined nearby 
St. Anne’s Hebrew Congregation, where they are
warmly welcomed. Some have even moved house
to be closer to the Synagogue. 

Blackpool United Hebrew Congregation, founded
in 1907, was the product of a merger between
the Blackpool Hebrew Congrega-
tion that opened in 1898 and the
Blackpool New Orthodox Hebrew
Congregation founded in 1905.
Blackpool was an attractive
place for Jewish entertainers,
traders and merchants seeking
employment and lodgings in the
town. Numbers were swelled by
those who enjoyed visiting the
coast in the summertime. Jews gathered in
homes, boarding houses and meeting rooms for
Shabbat prayers. It was from a meeting held at
Latter’s Trevelyan Hotel in May 1898 that the
community was born. The Jewish population at
that time was about 40 families. A Sefer Torah
was donated anonymously, possibly by Lord
Rothschild. 

Rev Daniel Caplan served as minister for over 50
years. In 1912, his salary was £58 10 shillings per
annum, with an addition of £2 13 shillings and
6d for slaughtering chickens. He also had a part-
time post at Preston. Mrs Caplan ran a boarding
house, all indicating money was tight.

Another beloved minister was Rev Cyril
Braslavsky (1949-1973) who was blessed with a
melodic voice. As a young boy he had trained in
the choir at Princes Road Synagogue, Liverpool,
alongside Frank Abelson, who became Frankie
Vaughan. The last serving Minister was Rabbi
David Braunold (1985-2011).

The first Synagogue, a room in Springfield Road,
was consecrated in 1900. In 1901, Rev I Simon of
Manchester was presented with a silver tea urn
in recognition of his work in helping to form the
Synagogue. However, the accommodation
proved to be inadequate for a growing
community. In 1914 an appeal was made for
£2000. The planned 10 year project was soon
completed - the beautiful Leamington Road
Synagogue was opened in 1916. The attractive
but alas now forlorn interior has recently been
painted by artist Beverley–Jane Stewart.

Rev Simon announced that
according to the instructions of
the Chief Rabbi, there would 
be an appeal made to the
congregation to contribute to
the memorial of Queen Victoria.
It was deemed appropriate ‘’so
that every passerby would know
that England was the greatest

country, and that England’s Queen left a name
that should never be blotted out.’’

In 1924 Gerald Bright, known as Geraldo, formed
his first band, playing at the Metropole Hotel,
Blackpool, performing three times a week. It
became the most popular band in the north of
England. In 1950 they were invited to play at a
State Ball at Buckingham Palace headed by the
Rothschild family. Geraldo became a founder
member of St. Anne’s Hebrew Congregation.

From 1918 until 1976 the community was to
employ two ministers to share the workload.
Only in 1973 was the first ordained Rabbi,
Benjamin Rabinowitz, later of Edgware,
appointed.

Last year the shofar was blown and the 
Sifrei Torah removed from the Ark. Witnessed 
by a full crowd, it brought home the sad truth
that the distinguished Blackpool community 
was no more.

Blackpool
by Rabbi David Katanka, St. Anne’s Hebrew Congregation

Lost Communities
around Britain (Part 7)

Leamington Road Synagogue
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Sir Winston Churchill is principally known as one of
the greatest statesmen of the 20th century, most
famously due to his inspirational and bold
leadership during the Second World War.  Whilst
historians have shown that Churchill’s relationship
with Jewish causes was complex at times, Jews
owe him a great debt of gratitude for a number of
matters, aside from his leadership during the War.
Since 24 January marked the 49th anniversary of
his death, I would like to focus very briefly on two
areas of his activities which benefitted Jewry.

Zionism
Although Churchill was not part of
the Cabinet which adopted the
Balfour Resolution in 1917 in
support of Zionism, he did visit
Palestine as Colonial Secretary in
1921. During this visit, he was
impressed by the successes of Zionist
pioneers in setting up the infra-
structure for a modern society.  He
also seems to have been convinced of the
importance of the Zionist enterprise in Palestine
as positive for improving living standards in the
Middle East, despite the views of some colleagues
who prioritised Britain’s strategic interests
through a foreign policy favourable to Arab
interests.

Churchill’s attitudes were particularly important in
1937. He opposed the Peel Commission’s plans to
create a very limited Jewish state. These provisions
were considered against Zionist interests. This
opposition was significant in the successful Zionist
opposition to the Commission’s conclusions.
Churchill also supported Jewish immigration into
Palestine despite the opposition of some of his

colleagues and subordinates. He retained his sup-
port for the State of Israel in his final stint as Prime
Minister (1951-55) and for the rest of his life.

Jewish immigration to the UK
In 1905, Churchill successfully contested the
Manchester North-West parliamentary constitu-
ency for the Liberal party. This constituency had
many Jewish voters and Churchill used this
opportunity to build on the good relationships with
Jews which he had experienced through his father,
Lord Randolph Churchill. 

The Times reported his support for the
Jewish Hospital Fund in Manchester in
October 1906, when his advice was 
“A Jew cannot be a good Englishman
unless he is a good Jew.” (Churchill
and the Jews, p.15)

His campaigning included attacks on
the Conservative party’s Aliens Bill
which aimed to reduce immigration

into the UK.  Ultimately, the Bill was not adopted.
I feel personal gratitude for Churchill’s role, since
in his role as Home Secretary (1910-11) he signed
my great-grandfather’s naturalisation certificate,
granting him British citizenship.

Although many fine historians have written about
Sir Winston, his official biographer is, of course,
the famous historian Sir Martin Gilbert, of
Highgate United Synagogue. He has written a
magnificent series of books about Sir Winston,
including Churchill and the Jews. In light 
of Sir Winston’s contribution to the Jewish people,
it is fitting that Sir Martin, as a proud Jew, 
has helped to teach the world about this 
great statesman. 

Sir Winston Churchill and the Jews
by Rabbi Michael Laitner, Assistant Rabbi, Finchley United Synagogue 
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