
 

 

 

 



Maxwell Nisner 
 
 
 

 
I am a former PwC partner, Fellow of The Institute of Chartered Accountants 

of England & Wales [since 1974], Member of the Institute of Taxation [since 
1975] and an experienced non-executive director.  I am standing for the 

role of US Treasurer.  I want to combine my knowledge and experience with 
charities with communal involvement as Belmont Synagogue’s Joint FR for 6 
years and member and then Chair of US Audit Review Committee [“ARC”].  

I am used to analysing complex situations before offering clear, strategic, 
practical advice in a regulated environment.  

 

 

 
I bring a completely independent viewpoint having never been a US 

trustee nor worked for the US auditors.  I appreciate it is essential to 
develop the larger shuls yet have the knowledge and skills of a smaller 

synagogue to support older synagogues as well as helping nurture new 
and growing communities.   
 

As Treasurer, I will work with my fellow trustees to generate funds to fulfil 
our agreed aims and objectives yet ensuring that the assets of the US are 

protected and that smaller synagogues are not side-lined.  We must also 
deliver value for money in all our programmes. 
 

I also see the needs of the US as being:- 
 

- Increase our membership both in number and age profile 
[younger members]; 
 

- Be better recognised as a charity by its members so that they 
fully appreciate the uniqueness and benefits of membership; 

 
- Explore how to reduce central and local shul costs through 

better procurement; 

 
- Explore new options for sponsorship and revenue raising outside 

of merely charging members more each year; and 
 

- Ensuring we can meet our long term [3-5 years] cashflow needs.  

 
 

 



My skills include a good understanding of:- 
 

- large entities - how they work, procedures that are normally in 

place and how they need to operate; 

- the US, its HO and various divisions and how they support its mem-

bers; 

- corporate governance; 

- the duties and responsibilities of being a trustee as I have been a 

Trustee of Weizmann UK for nine years including Honorary Treas-

urer for five years; 

- regarding charities and charitable law [but know when to seek ad-

vice] due to my time at PwC and Weizmann UK; 

- accounts and all that is required; and 

- the US accounting systems and procedures and how they affect 

shuls and their members. 

Please vote for me as the new US Treasurer. 

 

CV to date 
 
Member and then Chair of the US Audit Review Committee – Joined in 

2014 and became Chair in March 2016.  The ARC has oversight of the US 
for Council.  I gained an overview of the US not just from my shul’s 
viewpoint.  Instigated making various recommendations to the Trustees 

giving them extra support whilst retaining our independence.  Continued 
to monitor shuls via the internal auditor and instigated a rolling 

programme that all shuls are visited every 3 years and larger shuls more 
often. Set up and chaired a small working party identifying improved 
procedures to minimise the risks involved with large refurbishment and 

building projects.          2014 – to date  
 

Belmont Synagogue Joint FR - elected to the Board in 2010 and Joint FR 
from 2011 until May 2017.  Was chairman of the 2011 interviewing 
committee for our then new Rabbi and involved [2016] re our latest 

Rabbi.  Since 2011, Belmont posted a surplus each year.  Initiated and 
effected a culture that every single activity and social group contributes to 

Belmont’s financial wellbeing; also before the AGM issuing a one page 
summary of the financial highlights.  Improved our procedures, cut waste 
and reduced debtors.        2010 – to May 2017  

 

Trustee of Weizmann (UK) - a UK charity with assets of circa £37 million 

having been Treasurer for 5 years.  Initiated the acquisition of new offices 
and investment property – with circa 7% return on capital as large growth 

in value.           2007 - to date 
 
Non-executive Chairman of an unquoted company where I helped uncover 

and identify financial fraud          2008 - 2009 
 

Partner at MJN Consulting Services LLP – I provide financial consultancy 
services         2007 - to date 
 



PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP    1983 – 2007 
 
Partner        1985 - 2007 
 

Provision of international and domestic tax and financial advice to 
companies, wealthy individuals and charities.  

 
Responsibilities and achievements 
 

 Owner-Managed Companies Partner - Advised entrepreneurs on 
both general commercial and tax matters including their private / 

public companies; 
 

 Charity Group partner - As a PwC charities group partner I advised 

charities as well as making submissions re changes in charity law; 
 

 Global Head of PwC ‘Our Pathfinder Service’ - in 1991, I recognised 
the increasing trend towards globalisation.  I then created / led this 
service which still covers over 70 countries and helps companies 

expand from one country to another.   
 

 Head of Company Secretarial Group and Accounting Outsource 

team - partner in charge of both so understand good Corporate 

Governance, company secretarial and accounting matters;   

 Head of Israel Desk and PwC Jewish Society– established the desk 
and the Society sponsoring event of Israel British Chamber of 

Commerce.  Liaised with PwC’s Israeli member firm; 
 

 Head of China Business Centre PwC UK – liaised with PwC China 

and provided advice to UK companies expanding into or sourcing 
from China; 

 
 Head of Tax Training (1985 – 1988) –This enables me to 

understand the content, necessity and reasoning behind both 
technical and management skills training for 250+ tax team.  It 
also brought home its importance in helping people to develop their 

skills. 
 

BDO Stoy Hayward - Joined as a student and progressed to Senior 
Manager Tax Department.      1971 – 1983 
 

External Appointments 
 

London First – appointed a non-executive director of London First, a lobby 
group for FTSE 100 companies and was involved with issues relating to 
transport, crime, security and education.   2002 – 2007 

    
 

 
 
 



Hobbies 
Enjoy Tai Chi; 

Playing bridge; 
Learning Spanish; 

Pilates; and occasionally 
Scuba diving - Have a PADI licence and enjoy a quiet dive; 
 

Personal 
 

Married to Rochelle for 41 years with three lovely married daughters to 
wonderful sons-in-law and five gorgeous grandchildren. 




