
 

 

 

 



CANDITATE STATEMENT  

 
NAME :  MALCOLM MARCOVITCH 

 
MEMBER of WOODFORD FOREST UNITED 

SYNAGOGUE 
 

 
I was born on the 14th July l949. 
 
Son of founding members of Wanstead and Woodford Synagogue 
– at the time, affiliated to the U.S. 
 
Both parents were very active in the community and worked very 
hard building the community in North East London.  My late 
father was Chairman of the Functions Committee for many years 
as well as being a Board Member until he died in 1975 and my 
mother was on the Ladies Guild and was at one time Chairman. 
 
I had my Bar Mitzvah and got married to my wife Beverly in the 
Shul.  Our son Joel also had his Bar Mitzvah there and our 
daughter Natasha was married there.  It was truly a family 
community and all the other founders were my “uncles” and 
“aunts” although they were not related. 
 
When I got married, I lived in the Clayhall area of Ilford but still 
remained a member of W&W.  At that time I was a semi regular 
attender.   
 
In l989 we moved back to South Woodford and I was invited to 
join the Board of Management of the Shul and shortly thereafter 
became the Maintenance Officer as well as becoming Vice 
Chairman of the Functions Committee.   Within one year the 
Chairman stood down and for approximately 25 years I was 
Chairman until it ceased.  I am pleased to state that during the 
25 years I organised with the help of my Committee many fund 
raising events which raised thousands of pounds for the Shul.  
 
Becoming a member of the Board of Management my interests 
grew within the everyday workings of the Shul and I became a 
regular Minyan member. 



 
Also during that time I was part of the fund raising group that 
was responsible for raising money for a new Sefer Torah and was 
given the honour of writing one of the last letters as it is custom. 
 
I also organised and was responsible for Rabbi Fleischer and 
Rabbi Wollenberg’s inductions into our Community.  Both of 
which were a great success where local Rabbis and dignitaries 
and members of the U.S. Executive were invited and attended.   
 
At Rabbi Wollenberg’s induction we had the pleasure of hosting 
the current Chief Rabbi.   
 
I became Vice Chairman of the Shul in 2005 and held that post 
until 2009 when I became Chairman for a period of 6 years. 
 
During my Chairmanship I had to deal with a number of difficult 
problems which occurred during that period which I feel I 
handled with extreme diplomacy. 
 
I had the opportunity of meeting Lord Sacks several times either 
at our Shul or at his home.  This was a great pleasure for me and 
he personally signed a copy of the new Green Siddur for my son-
in-law who was, at that time Deputy Head of Ilford Jewish 
Primary School. 
 
With the assistance of David Kaplan within my Chairmanship, we 
became full members of the U.S. and I strongly believe that in the 
21st Century there is no need for any Synagogue to be an affiliate 
member.  For Wanstead and Woodford Synagogue it was the 
second best decision I managed to get through, the first being our 
merger with Waltham Forest Hebrew Congregation (Boundary 
Road).  It has proven to be a great success and everyone involved 
with this merger had worked extremely hard for this great result.   
 
I feel that the U.S. has grown as an organisation and its concept 
has changed considerably since Wanstead & Woodford 
Synagogue was founded some 70 years ago.  The present 
Executive and its management is a highly professional body and I 
believe will go from strength to strength. 
 



Both my children attended the local Jewish School and our son 
Joel went on to attend J.F.S. in Camden.  They have grown up in 
a warm, traditional Jewish family and continue to be part of the 
Jewish community.  Our daughter Natasha was on the Board of 
Management of W&W and on the Ladies Guild and she is still 
involved within the new merged community.  Our son Joel has 
taken his Jewish knowledge overseas and has for the last 15 
years lived in the USA spending the first 10 years working for the 
Hillel movement and is currently C.E.O. of the Jewish Federation 
of Greater Toledo in Ohio. 
 
My wife Beverly is active within the Shul and is deputy co-
ordinator of the Community Care Team.   
 
I was, for many years, a member of an Orthodox Synagogue 
group within our area known as N.E.R.O.S. (North East Region of 
Orthodox Synagogues).  This organisation bonded all the Shuls in 
the area in social and religious activities and I feel that my 
experience within the communities of North East London and the 
knowledge of the area may well be an advantage if elected to the 
Board of the U.S.   
 
 
 
  


