
 

 

 

 



MY BACKGROUND 

I became the first female Vice President of the United Synagogue in July 

2014 and am now seeking re-election as a trustee. I was co chair of US 

Women and a female observer on the Trustee board prior to women 

becoming Trustees in their own right. 

I’m a very engaged member of Pinner US, and over the last years have 

helped drive various local projects including: creative initiatives for 

Shabbat UK, a twinning programme with Norwich Community, a 

publication showcasing Divrei Torah given by community members, and 

the WOW programme an inspiring learning and education programme 

for women of all ages. 

I have professionally worked in the Jewish Community for longer than I 

care to remember and worked as Director of the Community Division of 

the US and then later as Projects Director for the previous Chief Rabbi, 

Lord Sacks.  

I became the first Director of the leading volunteering charity in the 

community the Jewish Volunteering Network, JVN, ten years ago. 

I love to volunteer and work with people of all ages and my roles as Vice 

President of the US and as Director of JVN have enabled to meet 

members and potential members, speak at various communities and 

work with a great organisation. 

I’m married to Howard, a former chair of Pinner Shul and we have seven 

grandchildren. Both my sons and their wives are active in their 

communities although my oldest son is active in the other US, the USA! 

I hold several trustee and voluntary positions including Trustee of the 

Faiths Forum for London, Advisor to the Children’s Aid Committee, and 

Trustee of the Faith Based Regeneration Network. 

 

 



MY TRACK RECORD 

As Vice President I’m called upon to undertake additional ambassadorial 

role for and on behalf of the organisation as well as regularly meeting 

with my co Vice President, Russell Kett, the President, Stephen Pack and 

the Chief Executive, Steven Wilson, in order to ensure that the 

objectives in the Strategic Review are always in focus and to support and 

work with the Chief Executive on challenges and pertinent pressing 

issues. I was very involved with several elements of the Strategic Review 

and in the recruitment of the Chief Executive. 

My role as a trustee of the US for the past three years has been focused 

on some key areas: 

Community Development 

I have the privilege of working with David Kaplan & Jo Grose from the 

Community Division, supporting community growth and helping 

managing community decline, I chair a committee that encourages 

communities to apply for development funding that can assist local 

programmes and membership development - the Community 

Development Board and Fund 

Strategic Review 

I participated in the implementation of the review focussing on engaging 

communities and looking at non US communities both in London and the 

Regions 

I helped design a leaflet promoting the benefits of joining the US 

Social Responsibility 

I have been central to the thinking and framing of a social responsibility 

unit for the US. Ensuring that together with the Chief Rabbi’s Office, the 

Rabbinical Council of the US and several US Departments we, the US has 

a leading role to play in this area for and on behalf of the community. 

 



MY OBJECTIVES 

To serve and represent the organisation to the best of my ability, with 

integrity and   

 To see the new developing communities become active and full 

participants in the US family 

 To encourage another three-five UK regional communities to join 

the United Synagogue 

 To explore alternative and creative fee structures for members 

and potential members 

 To continue to explore and create new community models, 

including regional hubs, and pop up shuls  

 To continue working with the Community Development Fund and 

Board, offering support for communities and developing a 

framework for sharing the great ideas already being supported 

 To oversee the Social Responsibility Unit ensuring that it becomes 

reality and offers the opportunity for members of the US to 

engage in both local ,national and international social action. 

 To continue working with trustees and staff on the 

implementation of the key recommendations of the strategic 

review,  

I hope you will consider me for a second term and that if elected I will 

do justice to the position of Trustee of the US, I am very happy to 

answer any questions. You can contact me on leonie@jvn.org.uk 

  

Leonie Lewis FRSA MBA 
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