
 

 

 

 



Trustee Support Statement – Jacqui Zinkin 

Serving as a Trustee of the United Synagogue (US) for the past three years has been a stimulating 

and eye-opening experience.  I have been involved in and learnt about a wide range of complex and 

far reaching issues which impact on all our communities from property projects to the digitisation of 

the marriage records and being involved with the development of the HR department and its 

policies.  I have had the opportunity to meet with people from a wide range of communities and to 

work closely with both my fellow Trustees and the professional staff within the United Synagogue.  

During my three year term I have worked with colleagues on implementing the strategic review with 

particular focus on reviewing the marriage processes in conjunction with the Office of the Chief 

Rabbi and governance in conjunction with the Communities Division and David Frei.  In marrying my 

role as co-chair of US Women with my Trustee position, I have also been involved in developing the 

roles of women within the community and working with others to help bring down some of the 

unnecessary barriers that exist, for example I was heavily involved in the production of the 

guidelines for Women saying Kaddish and bentching Gomel. 

For 6 years I was vice-chair of Golders Green shul, 4 years of which the community was without a 

chair. During this time, we raised a grant of £100k from English Heritage, obtained planning 

permission for the redevelopment of the listed building that Golders Green Synagogue is and raised 

the matched funding from the community. 

I joined the board of Golders Green Synagogue a soon as women were permitted to do so and 

served as an active board member until I was elected to the Trustee board.  During my time on the 

Shul board I served on two rabbinic selection committees, the education committee, the youth 

committee, the building committee and the finance committee.  I also edited the Shul magazine, ran 

the Kiddush rota and the Tea & Learning programme.  Tea & Learning events were learning 

opportunities lead by women within the Golders Green community for the whole community. 

I am currently co-chair of US Women with fellow Trustee Claire Lemer.  US Women works within the 

US to support women across the community.  We support women honorary officers in our various 

shuls, work with the Office of the Chief Rabbi, and work with Living and Learning.  

 As I said when I was elected three years ago, I have focused my efforts in both my working life as 

Director of Postgraduate Business Studies at the University of Westminster and as a Trustee and co-

chair of US Women on enabling people to develop the skills and knowledge.  This allows them to 

maximise the opportunity to grow both in their secular and spiritual lives.  Involvement and 

opportunity within legal/halachic boundaries should be equally available to all, both men and 

women.  

I feel as strongly as ever that education and debate can enable all within the United Synagogue to 

develop their spiritual and communal engagement and the growth they need and desire. We need 

to stimulate more debate and encourage more educational growth across the community to enable 

women to become more involved within Anglo Jewry.  I feel it is also important that people (women 

in particular) are not forced to take on anything that makes them feel uncomfortable.  It is vital that 

in trying to reduce barriers for some we do not raise barriers for others.  The United Synagogue is 

open to all Jews and it is essential we respect this. 

The London School of Jewish Studies is an essential educational facility within the Jewish Community 

and here I work as Director of Academic Quality with particular focus on the BA (hons) Jewish 

Education and the MA Jewish Education which aim at raising the standard of Jewish education and 



educational management within the Anglo Jewish Community.  I successfully graduated from the 

Susie Bradfield programme in 2011. 

My husband, Peter, and I work tirelessly for the US community supporting each other in our various 

roles.  He is currently chair of Golders Green Synagogue and a Barnet Councillor.  We have two 

children and two grandchildren. 

Should you wish to discuss any relevant issues please contact me on jacquizinkin@gmail.com 
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