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Yom Yerushalayim
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By Numbers:

159 verses
1,823 words
7,393 letters
Headlines:

Formation of the
Jewish camp in
the desert
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Parshat Bemidbar –
The Paradox of
Jewish Time
Rabbi Dr. Moshe Freedman, New West End Synagogue
Much of the Torah
portion this week
describes the
arrangement of each
of the Tribes of Israel
in their encampments around the
mishkan - the Tabernacle. The Tribe of
Levi had been designated to take over
the responsibility of the daily offerings
from the firstborn (Bemidbar 3:1112) as well as to look after the holy
utensils and the Mishkan itself (ibid.
6-8). They therefore encamped in
the centre next to the Mishkan. Since
Yosef’s sons Ephraim and Menasehe
formed two of the remaining tribes,
there were still twelve tribes which
surrounded the Mishkan in groups
of three tribes, arranged to the East,
South, West and North.
The Torah describes the eastern
group led by Yehuda as קֵדְמָה
 –מִזְרָחָהkeidmah mizracha, the
“front” of the camp, towards the east
(ibid. 2:3). This makes sense given
the general easterly direction that the

Jewish people would have to travel in
order to reach the Land of Canaan.
But there is much more to this phrase
than meets the eye. The root ם.ד.ק
is associated with the concept of
preceding, advancing or moving
forwards ( – קדימהKadima) as well
as the easterly direction of travel
( – קֶדֶםkedem, see Bereishit 2:8 and
11:2 as well as many other examples),
even though  מִזְרַחalso means east,
relates to the shining ( )זרחof the
dawning sun in the east.
However, the root is also connected to
the concept of looking back, such as
the phrase “ עוּרִי כִּימֵי קֶדֶםawaken
like the days of old” (Yeshaya/Isaiah
51:9), the word  קוֹדֶםmeaning
“before” and  קַדְמָהmeaning “origin”.
This is what grammarians refer to as
a contronym – a word that means its
opposite. English examples include
‘to cleave’ (both meaning to cut and
to bind) or ‘to dust’ which could mean
to remove dust or sprinkle a dusty
substance.
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Sidra Summary
1st Aliya (Kohen) – Bemidbar 1:1-19
On Rosh Chodesh of the second month after the Exodus from Egypt, God instructs Moshe
and Aharon to take a census of men above the age of 20. (The Talmud adds that men
above 60 were not counted). The leader of each tribe is to be present when his tribe is
counted. The name of each leader is stated. The census is carried out as commanded.
2nd Aliya (Levi) – 1:20-54
The Torah lists the results of the census. The tribe of Reuven numbers 46,500; Shimon
59,300; Gad 45,650; Yehuda 74,600; Yissachar 54,400; Zevulun 57,400; Ephraim 40,500;
Menashe 32,200; Binyamin 35,400; Dan 62,700; Asher 41,500; Naftali 53,400. This comes

In Hebrew however, there are no
coincidences; there must be a deeper
connection between the kedem which
means to advance forwards and the
kedem which denotes looking back.

We must advance forwards –
eastwards towards the rising sun
and away from the darkness of exile.

The journey of the Jewish people began
when we left Egypt as the fledgling
Israelite nation. With the Revelation at
Sinai we were constituted as a people and
then continued our journey throughout
the forty years we spent travelling through
the desert. However, our journey did not
end when we entered the Promised Land.
It continued, through the stories of the
prophets, into exile and up to this very

day, with each and every one of us.
The verb kedem encapsulates the paradox
of Jewish time. On the one hand, we
must advance forwards – eastwards
towards the rising sun and away from
the darkness of exile. Yet we must
simultaneously remember our origin
– the days of old which, like the rays of
the rising sun, enlighten, inspire and
enthuse us as we travel forwards to our

ultimate destination. Without our ethical
and religious anchor in the past, we lose
our way. The Jewish journey is therefore
one that is simultaneously focussed on
the future while rooted firmly in the past.
And when we arrive at our destination, we
will not only have found Redemption, but
 – חַדֵּשׁ יָמֵינוּ כְּקֶדֶםwill have ultimately
“renewed our days of old” (Lamentations
5:21).

In loving memory of Devorah Bat Avraham

to a total of 603,550 men. The tribe of Levi is not counted with the rest
of the tribes. They are assigned to dismantle and transport the Mishkan
(Tabernacle) when the nation travels in the desert, as well as to guard
the Mishkan when it is stationary.
3rd Aliya (Shlishi) – 2:1-34
God tells Moshe and Aharon how to position the 12 tribes (other than
Levi) around the Mishkan. They are to be organised into four groups of
three tribes, each group led by one particular tribe. To the east of the
Mishkan are the tribes of Yehuda, Yissachar and Zevulun, led by Yehuda.
To the south are the tribes of Reuven, Shimon and Gad, led by Reuven.
To the west are the tribes of Ephraim, Menashe and Binyamin, led
by Ephraim. To the north are the tribes of Dan, Asher and Naftali, led
by Dan.

4th Aliya (Revi’i) – 3:1-13
Aharon’s sons are listed. God tells Moshe to bring the tribe of Levi to
Aharon in order to assist him in his work as the Kohen Gadol. The tribe of
Levi is to take over the role that had been designated for the firstborn,
who were sanctified on the night of the Exodus from Egypt, when the
Egyptian firstborn were killed and they survived.
5th Aliya (Chamishi) – 3:14-39
God tells Moshe to count the men of the tribe of Levi, aged from one
month upwards. The count is divided up into three main groups,
according to the descendants of Levi’s three sons, Gershon, Kehat and
Merari. Each main group, whose constituent families are also listed, is
given a different location in relation to the Mishkan. The overall number
of Levi’im counted in the census is 22,000.

From Yom Hashoah
to Yom Yerushalayim
Rabbi Gideon Sylvester – US Israel rabbi
The magnificent Temple
Synagogue was popular
among the wealthy Jews
of Cracow. Professor
Halina Nelken (19233009), the noted art historian, describes
going there as a child:
“In the balcony, elegantly
dressed ladies wearing new
hats and furs and dripping
with jewels also sniffed into
their handkerchiefs. My
mother, wearing diamond
earrings and a new suit,
would slip the fox fur off
her shoulders and stand for
the formal prayers, reading
the Polish translation in her
prayer book.”

forget Jerusalem. Loyal Jews clung to the
dream. My great grandfather’s siddur
contained a prayer for Tsar Nicholas II of
Russia, but his focus was on Jerusalem.
I often think of him in his own Polish
synagogue, facing Jerusalem and gazing
longingly at the picture of the Western
Wall embroidered on his Teffilin bag.
My great grandparents made it to England
before the Nazis invaded Poland turning
Cracow’s palatial synagogue into a stable.
Halina Nelkin and her family were less
fortunate. They were forced to switch
their furs and diamonds for a yellow
star, starvation in the ghetto and then
Auschwitz. After the Holocaust, many Jews
lost their lives fighting for a Jewish state.
We marked those events and mourned
those losses on Yom Hashoah and Yom
Hazikaron.

By calling their synagogue “Temple” and
engraving verses about King Solomon’s
Temple over its doors, the synagogues
architects implied that praying for a
return to Jerusalem meant engaging in an
outlandish fantasy. Their synagogue was
the new Beit Hamikdash and Cracow was
the new Jerusalem.

On Yom Yerushalayim, we strike a
different tone. It’s the day we mark the
unification of Jerusalem. Israeli soldiers
who entered the Old City in 1967 were
overwhelmed by this fulfilment of the
ancient Jewish dream. They removed the
urinals that had been attached to the
Western Wall and began the process of
restoring the desecrated city to its current
splendour.

Many were offended by this approach.
They knew that at every Jewish wedding
we smash a glass promising never to

We still have further to go in perfecting
Jerusalem, in establishing it as the

centrepiece of a compassionate, caring
and spiritual world, but some Biblical
prophecies have been realised. On Yom
Yerushalayim for example, we celebrate
the fulfilment of the words of the prophet
Zecharia:
This is what the Lord Almighty says:
“Once again men and women
of ripe old age will sit in the
streets of Jerusalem, each
of them with cane in hand
because of their age. The
city streets will be filled with
boys and girls playing there.”
(Zecharia 8: 4-5)
His words are no longer just a vision; I
see their fulfilment every day from my
windows.
This year, our celebrations will be a
little muted. Social distancing remains
in place and our synagogues are
opening gradually. But, in every street,
people will gather on their balconies,
forming minyanim for prayer, singing
with joy, and thanking God for saving
us from implacable enemies. On Yom
Yerushalayim, we renew our faith in the
vision of Jerusalem as the capital city
of Israel and a centre of spirituality for
everyone.

In loving memory of Harav Avraham Yitzchak Yaakov ben Harav Nata Gershon

A Scholar in their Midst:

Dayan Jacob Reinowitz

Celebrating
150 Yea r s

By Rabbi Dr Eugene Newman, z’l
Below is an adapted extract from a paper delivered to the Jewish Historical Society of England on 11 December 1968 about Dayan Jacob Reinowitz
(1818-1893) of the London Beth Din. It was written by Rabbi Dr Eugene Newman (1913-1977), a leading historian of Anglo-Jewry, who served as
rabbi of the Golders Green Synagogue and most recently published in Morasha Kehillat Yaakov: Essays in Honour of Chief Rabbi Lord Jonathan
Sacks, 2014, eds. Dayan Shmuel Simons and Rabbi Michael Pollak.
Dayan Jacob Reinowitz was one of the
foremost scholars and halachic authorities
of late nineteenth-century England. His
writings and responsa have served as
a model and influence for rabbis and
students following in his footsteps. In this
extract, Rabbi Newman surveys some of
Dayan Reinowitz’s work at the London
Beth Din.
The number of she’elot (questions)
submitted to Dayan Reinowitz was
exceedingly great. One Erev Pesach
alone, when Dr Michael Friedlander,
the principal of Jews’ College, paid
him a visit, Dayan Reinowitz dealt with
ninety-five cases. By all accounts, he had
a keen sense of humour. Some she’elot
were ludicrous and caused amusement.
On a Shabbat afternoon, as the dayan
returned from the Mincha service, a
congregant appeared before him and
said, “I have a she’ela to ask you, Rabbi.”
“Let me hear it, please,” said the rabbi.
The congregant took out a pin which
had been neatly wrapped up in several
pieces of paper and said, “In preparing
a fowl yesterday for the Sabbath I found
this pin in its stomach.” “And why”, asked
the rabbi, “did you not bring the fowl for
me to examine, for the decision solely
depends upon the position of the pin in

the body of the fowl?” “Oh,” exclaimed
the congregant, with much astonishment,
“the fowl we had for dinner today.” “Then
the pin is quite kosher,” said the dayan
gently!
Dayan Reinowitz was also an authority
on the Jewish calendar. After studying
the calendar in England, he discovered
that the calculations on the times of
the day – dawn, sunrise, sunset and
twilight – on which the commencement
and ending of the Sabbaths, festivals,
and fasts depended, were in accordance
with the astronomical tables of the
eighteenth-century astronomer, Raphael
Levi Hanover (1685–1779). These were
based on the Berlin-Hanover-Amsterdam
horizon. The chief rabbis of England from
Hart Lyon (1756–64) onwards accepted
Hanover’s calculations.
Dayan Reinowitz maintained that, as
London has a different horizon, the times
should be different. He submitted his
treatise of forty-one folios, Kuntres Sefeka
DeYoma, in 1883 to Chief Rabbi Dr Nathan
Marcus Adler, who consulted Dr Michael
Friedlander, an authority in this field.
They agreed that Dayan Reinowitz’s times
were right and accordingly adjusted the
times for the beginning of Yom Kippur,

The times were
coorect and
accordingly
adjusted the times
for the beginning
of Yom Kippur,
Shabbat & Yom Tov
Shabbat and Yom Tov as these times
relate to the Torah prohibitions of work
on these days.
They left the other calculated times, such
as for dawn and sunrise as before, since
they relate to the rabbinic obligations of
fast days and prayer.
In addition, following the Hanover
calculation for those timings was already
the minhag, prevailing custom in England
and should stay the same, following the
halachic rules pertaining to minhag and
rabbinic obligations. This provides the
background to some of the halachic times
which we are familiar with.

In loving memory of Yehuda ben Yaakov HaCohen
6th Aliya (Shishi) – 3:40-51
Moshe is told to count the male firstborn and to ‘replace’ them with the
Levi’im. The firstborn number 22,273. The extra 273 firstborn (over
and above the 22,000 Levi’im) are to give five shekels each in order to
redeem their status.

7th Aliya (Shevi’i) – 4:1-19
The specific role of each of the three main families is now detailed, one
in this week’s sidrah, two in next week’s sidrah. The family of Kehat are to
take down, transport and reassemble the holy Ark (Aron), the Table
(Shulchan), the Menorah, the Golden Altar (Mizbeach Ha’zahav) and the
vessels used together with these features of the Mishkan.

‘I Lift up my Eyes’
Psalm 121 (Green Siddur, p.510)
Rabbi Yehuda Black, Kenton United Synagogue
Last week, we began an
analysis of this psalm,
considering its place as
part of the Shir Hamaalot
section of Tehillim.
The psalm commences in the first person:
“I lift my eyes up to the hills;
from where will my help
come?”
It is not clear if the hills are the reason for
looking for help, due to their vastness and
threat; or perhaps they allude to the fact
that no natural structure, even the mighty
mountains, can provide real protection
from looming danger.

in the present tense. God continually
creates, as reflected in the words of our
morning prayers: “He constantly renews
in His goodness the act of creation every
day” (Green Siddur, p.62).
In the third verse the structure changes.
It is as if another person is speaking from
outside assuring me:
“He will not let your foot
stumble”. So too later the
verse reads:
“The Lord is your Guardian”.
Throughout the psalm, God is referred to
in the third person. He guards from afar.

The Midrash suggests that harim (hills)
can also be read as horim, our ancestors,
by changing the vowels. This refers to our
forefathers and mothers, to whom we
would naturally turn for help in difficult
times. Yet it is ultimately God who is our
true protector.

The Jew can become dejected in his
state of exile. Yet the Psalmist assures us
“Behold the Guardian of Israel neither
slumbers nor sleeps”. These words are a
declaration of faith. Even though we do
not always see it, God is watching and His
providence looks down from above.

The psalm refers to God as being the
“Maker of Heaven and Earth”

Who is the person who historically lifted
up his eyes to the hills?

Could it be King David, surrounded by
enemies, yet who saw assurance in God
as the Guardian of Israel?
Or perhaps, as the Midrash relates, it
refers to Ya’akov when working for and
then fleeing from Lavan. Indeed, Ya’akov
told Lavan:
“by day scorching heat
consumed me, and frost by
night” (Bereishit 31:40).
This reminds us of the words in this psalm
“the sun will not strike you by
day, nor the moon by night”.
Maybe it refers to the Jew who would
set off on a dangerous pilgrimage to the
Temple, relying on God for his safety
throughout his journey.
Perhaps it refers to all of the above.
Indeed the greatness of this psalm is that
it acts as an eternal mouthpiece of prayer
in the face of the trials and tribulations
of life.

In loving memory of Yisrael Shmuel ben Yirmaya Yehoshuah

Summary of the Haftarah - Haftarah (“Machar Chodesh”)
The haftarah is the special reading for Shabbat Erev Rosh Chodesh, from
the Book of Shmuel (Samuel). It relates how Yehonatan (Jonathan) risked
his life to protect his friend David (later to be King David) from the wrath

of Yehonatan’s father, King Shaul (Saul). Their initial discussion of how to
ensure David’s safety took place on Erev Rosh Chodesh, the day before
Shaul’s special feast (see p.4 article).
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