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Abraham is the special guest on the first night. He sits in the doorway of his tent, 
on the third day after his Brit Milah, in the heat of the day, looking for strangers to 
invite for lunch. This is symbolic of the whole Jewish people – craving the comfort 
of Paradise (inside the tent) but being prepared to sacrifice some spiritual bliss in 
this life, in order to help make the World (outside the tent) just that little bit better. 
We do this by being deeply concerned for the welfare of others.

Isaac is the special guest on the second night. He re-dug and re-named wells 
that his father, Abraham, dug before him. What does this teach us? Our Sages 
liken the wells (of water) to the teachings of Abraham.  Isaac re-invigorated the 
teachings of his father and made them relevant to his own generation, thereby 
maintaining the essential link between Abraham (his father) and Jacob (his son). 
We, in our generation, must learn to provide that vital link between the teachings 
of the older generations and our children.

Jacob is the special guest on the third night. The overriding image of Jacob is 
of him wrestling with the angel. Each of us must also wrestle with our own angels 
– asking testing questions, probing our understanding of the Torah – in order to 
come out stronger willed and more determined to live a meaningful Jewish life. 

Joseph is the special guest on the fourth night. He begins his life seeing himself 
very much at the centre of the Universe (eleven stars, the sun and the moon all 
bow down to his star). He ends it by crediting all his successes and superior 
understanding to God. We, too, can learn to attribute our successes to the 
Almighty – and hope that we do not need to undergo the trials of Joseph in order 
to learn that lesson.

Moses is the special guest on the fifth night. He is the leader who brought us out 
of slavery and transmitted the Torah to us at Mount Sinai. He understood that one 
who has no free time can never learn, and that one who does not learn can never 
be free. May we, too, learn to be truly free.

Aaron is the special guest on the sixth night. He was the peace maker during 
our 40 year journey through the Desert. He would take one party in a dispute aside 
and tell them that the other party wished to make peace. And then do the same to 
the other party. Peace making is so central to our tradition that the only remaining 
service of the descendants of Aaron (the Cohanim) is the Blessing for Peace.

David is the special guest on the seventh night. He is a descendant of Judah and 
of Ruth and is the forebearer of the Messiah. Judah, though he sinned with Tamar, 
made complete amends. Ruth was the righteous convert who demonstrated an 
exceptional love for her mother-in-law. David can inspire us - that through repairing 
our own faults and behaving lovingly to others – we, too, can play our part in 
bringing the Messianic era to fruition. 

‘There is an idea that every 
day of Succot is symbolised by 
special guests – the biblical 
heroes of Jewish History and 
that they “visit” us in our succah 
on each night of the festival.  
These guests are known as the 
Ushpizin.’

USHPIzIN

Many people have the custom to talk about the special 
guest (Ushpizin) on each evening. Here are some inspiring 
thoughts related to these guests to consider while you are in 
the Succah:


