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In loving memory of Tzemach ben Yisrael z"l

“God said to Moshe saying, ‘the daughters of Tzelofchad 
speak properly… You shall cause the inheritance of 

their father to pass over to them’” 
(Bemidbar 27:6-7)
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This Shabbat we read 
the haftarah for Matot, 

not Pinchas.



1st Aliya (Kohen) –  Bemidbar 25:10-26:4 
God tells Moshe that Pinchas, Aharon’s grandson, is to become a Kohen in recognition 
of his righteous actions in stopping the public display of immorality described at the 
end of last week’s sidra. The names of the two offenders are given – Zimri from the 
tribe of Shimon and Kozbi, a Midianite princess. God commands Moshe to smite the 
Midianites as retribution for luring the Israelites into idol worship and immorality. 
Moshe and Elazar, the Kohen Gadol, are told to take a census of men above the age 
of 20. 

Point to Consider: Why was Pinchas not already considered a Kohen if he was a 
grandson of Aharon? (see Rashi to 25:13)

2nd Aliya (Levi) – 26:5-51
The main descendants of each tribe are listed, as well as the overall number within 
each tribe, as counted in the census. When detailing the tribe of Reuven, the Torah 
recalls that Datan and Aviram were from this tribe and that the ground swallowed 
them in Korach's rebellion. The overall census number is 601,730.

Sidra Summary

Igniting 
Jewish 
Pride

Summer is a great 
time of year. For 
the sports lovers 
amongst us, there is 
tennis at Wimbledon, 

cricket at Lords and elsewhere, and 
it was around this time last year that 
enormous excitement was generated 
for football fans during the Euros.

The UEFA European Football 
Championship had been delayed for 
a year due to Covid, so the pent-up 
excitement was palpable. When 

England reached the final, it was a 
moment of unqualified pride in being 
English (although ultimately, Italy 
took home the silverware.)  I am sure 
many people felt that immense feeling 
of jubilation as England won the 
games leading to the final. They were 
genuinely patriotic moments.  

And then the million-dollar question 
shot out from my 9-year-old son Yosef, 
“Daddy, if England were playing 
Israel, who would you support?!”  This 
turned into a 15-minute philosophical 

In loving memory of Moshe ben Avraham Zarach z"l

Sidra breakdown

8th Sidra in:

ְּבִמְדַּבר
Bemidbar

By Numbers:

168 verses
1,887 words
7,853 letters
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Yehoshua's 
(Joshua's) 
appointment as 
leader
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3rd Aliya (Shlishi) – 26:52-27:5
God tells Moshe to apportion the Land to those counted 
in the census. The tribes with more people will receive 
proportionally more land area. Although this distribution 
was calculated mathematically, it was carried out through 
Elazar drawing lots, guided by Divine inspiration (Rashi). The 
main Levite families, who were not included in the census, 
are listed. They number 23,000 males above the age of one 
month. No one who was included in the first census when the 
Israelites left Egypt is included in this census, as they had died 
in the desert, apart from Yehoshua (Joshua) and Calev. The 
five daughters of Tzelofchad, a descendant of Menashe, ask 
Moshe to be given their deceased father's share in the Land, 
as they have no brothers to inherit him. Moshe consults God 
about their request.

4th Aliya (Revi’i) – 27:6-23
God declares that Tzelofchad’s daughters are justified in their 
request and that, in the absence of sons, daughters are to 

inherit their father. Other hierarchical inheritance rights are 
stated. God tells Moshe to ascend Mount Avarim and look at 
the Land of Cana’an from afar, reminding him that he will not 
come into the Land because of his mistake of hitting the rock 
(see Bemidbar 20:9-12). Moshe asks God to appoint a new 
leader. God tells him to appoint Yehoshua, which Moshe does, 
in the presence of Elazar and the Sanhedrin (Rashi).

5th Aliya (Chamishi) – 28:1-15
God instructs Moshe to tell the Israelites to bring
the twice-daily tamid (continual) offering, consisting of a male 
lamb, together with a flour offering mixed with oil and a wine 
libation. The additional Shabbat and Rosh Chodesh offerings 
are detailed.

6th Aliya (Shishi) – 28:16-29:11
The special offerings for Pesach, Shavuot, Rosh Hashanah and 
Yom Kippur are also detailed.

discussion about identity, who we 
are, what we believe, why we support 
those we do. Are we British Jews 
or Jewish Brits? All fascinating and 
thought-provoking discussions! 

How important, really, is our 
identity? How do we relate to being 
Jewish in the 21st Century? How do 
we raise our children with a sense 
of pride in their heritage? These are 
lifelong questions – relevant to us all 
– and they indeed take centre-stage in 
this week’s parasha.

Parashat Pinchas is one that ignites 
us with Jewish pride. First, we read 
that God rewards Pinchas with a 
covenant of peace and priesthood 
for standing up for Jewish values. 
The narrative then continues  with 
a detailed census of the people, 

emphasising the value of every single 
member of our nation, followed by the 
claim of Tzelofchad's daughters to a 
portion of land in Israel and the laws 
of the Chagim, the festivals, such as 
Pesach, Succot and Shavuot when 
we would gather at the Temple in 
Jerusalem.

However, it is not only the living 
of a Jewishly-orientated life that 
imbues us with Jewish pride. More 
profoundly, Jewish identity is also 
created by developing a sense of 
connection with other Jews.

We are now in the ‘Three Weeks’, 
an annual period of mourning 
commemorating the destruction of 
the first and second Jewish Temples. 
They commenced on the fast of 
Shivah Asar B'Tammuz, last Sunday, 
and culminate with the fast of Tisha 
B'Av, occurring exactly three weeks 
later, this year observed on Sunday 
7th August.

It is during this season that we 
focus not only on what we have lost, 

but also upon the notion of ‘Ahavat 
Chinam’ – love without due cause. 
Our Sages teach us that the second 
Temple was destroyed on account of 
Sinat Chinam, baseless hatred – so 
we as Jews now need to display an 
extra dimension of unconditional love 
for one another as an appropriate 
antidote to this horrific malaise.

During the Three Weeks, when we 
yearn for the rebuilding of the third 
Temple, we also earnestly hope and 
pray for national unity and for Ahavat 
Chinam – mutual unconditional love.

Rabbi Avraham Yehoshua Heschel 
(1748-1825) taught that we invariably 
read Parashat Pinchas during the 
Three Weeks because it makes 
mention of the festivals, and these 
days of mourning are ultimately 
destined to be turned into days 
of festivity. May we accordingly 
merit, not only for England to win 
big football matches, but far more 
importantly, the rebuilding of the 
Temple speedily in our time.

Are we British Jews 
or Jewish Brits?



Tomorrow marks the 
100th anniversary of 
the League of Nations’ 
official recognition of the 
“historical connection 

of the Jewish people with Palestine,” 
and agreement to the “establishment 
in Palestine of a national home for the 
Jewish people”. This was in keeping 
with the Talmudic legend that when 
the Romans expelled us from our land, 
God made the Jewish people swear 
an oath that we would not rebel 
against the nations and conquer the 
Land forcibly (Ketubot 111a).

On the contrary, world powers 
granted legitimacy to the Zionist 
dream when they met at the Paris 
Peace Conference of 1920. There 
they formed the League of Nations 
(precursor to the United Nations) to 
redraw national boundaries and bring 
order to a world ravaged by the First 
World War. This included affirming the 
need for a Jewish homeland in the 
Land of Israel.

Theodore Herzl had made limited 
progress with his plan for a Jewish 
homeland while the Sultan of the 
Ottoman empire ruled the Middle 
East. But, as this empire collapsed, 
European powers carved up its 
territories, with the British seizing 
control of Palestine. Many of the men 
who made up the British government 
were devout Christians, church-
attenders, well-versed in the Bible 

and aware of the Jewish people’s 
spiritual and historic roots in the Holy 
Land. It was natural for these British 
gentlemen to embrace Zionism, 
viewing with favour the creation of “a 
national home for the Jewish people” 
in the Land of Israel, as written in the 
Balfour Declaration in November 1917. 

The ratification of the British 
Mandate with its plan to create a 
Jewish state was not a foregone 
conclusion. It had to be unanimously 
approved by all members of the 
League of Nations. In his memoir, 
Trial and Error, Chaim Weizmann, 
the first President of Israel, wrote 
that while some countries had 
significant Jewish populations who 
could be counted on to lobby their 
governments to support the plan, 
Spain, for example, had very few 
Jews and might vote against. It 
seemed that there was nowhere 
to turn for help. Then, Weizmann 
remembered that when the Hebrew 

University in Jerusalem was founded 
four years earlier, he had received 
a congratulatory telegram from a 
professor at the University of Madrid. 
With no other option, Weizmann 
reached out to this professor, who 
turned out to be a descendant of 
Conversos (Jews who, under pressure 
from the Inquisition, had converted 
to Christianity while secretly 
maintaining their Jewish heritage). 
The professor readily accepted the 
challenge, rallying Christian clergy, 
academics and nobility, all of whom 
were descendants of Conversos. 
Together they lobbied the Spanish 
government to gain its support.

On 24 July 1922, at a private 
meeting at St. James Palace in 
London, the vote took place and the 
League of Nations ratified the British 
mandate over Palestine, charging the 
British government with the promotion 
of Jewish immigration and the 
establishment of an embryonic Jewish 
government. The scene was set for 
the eventual creation of the State of 
Israel in 1948.

As we mark the centenary of this 
vote, we recall the drama of the 
nations of the world recognising our 
people’s connection to its ancient 
homeland and our right to return 
after two thousand years of exile. 
The League of Nations vote was the 
launching pad for the creation of the 
magnificent, modern State of Israel.

100th Anniversary - The League of Nations’ 
Affirmation of Jewish Self-Determination
by Rabbi Gideon Sylvester, US Israel Rabbi

7th Aliya (Shevi’i) – 29:12-30:1
The Torah details the many extra offerings brought during Succot, including 70 bulls. Shemini Atzeret, the day after Succot, has 
its own set of offerings.

In memory of Frida Mirel bat Chaim Simcha z"l



In memory of Devorah bat Avraham z"l

Haftarah
Taken from the start of the book of Yirmiyahu (Jeremiah), this haftarah is the first of the three ‘haftarot of tribulation’ read in the 
build-up to Tisha B’Av. The prophet is told by God that an invader will come ‘from the north’ to attack Jerusalem, as happened at 
the time of the destruction of the First Temple, because of the sinfulness of its inhabitants.

COMMON CENSUS
Having established some 
of your ancestors’ names 
and addresses, you can 
delve into the UK census 

and quickly accrue much information: 
discover your great-grandmother as a 
girl, and you will probably also find her 
parents. 

All UK-wide censuses from 1841 
onwards contain at least names, 
implied age, foreign or British birth, 
and occupations. The level of detail 
increased every decade the census 
was taken. Build backwards, recording 
overlapping evidence and any caveats 
or doubts. The most recent publicly-
available survey is the ‘1939 Register’, 
the wartime census replacement 
which was kept ‘live’ for a time, unlike 
standard censuses. The 1931 census 
returns for England & Wales were 
destroyed in a fire, and there was no 
1941 census at all. From 1921 to 1911 
and further back, it may be possible to 
trace several generations.

But avoid confirmation bias: if you 
find your great-grandfather Charles 
Greenhill in Islington in 1861, and 
there is someone nearby in 1851 called 
Carolus Grünberg, it would be cute if 
they were the same man, but assume 
nothing. 

On the other hand, your Dutch 
ancestor Meijer Cohen might well 
have been mistakenly ranked by 
a census taker as ‘Major Cohen’. 
He might also have transmogrified 
voluntarily into ‘Meyer Cohen’ or 
even ‘Montague Cohen’. If there are 
no records of Meijer’s official name 
change, try and match the ‘two’ men 
across censuses, by address or by their 
family members’ names and ages.

It may help to research the 
history of the birthplaces cited. For 
instance, Bratislava in Slovakia was 
once Pressburg, capital of Habsburg 
Hungary, but a census-taker might 
record the place simply as ‘Austria’.

MORE CONTEXT
Census data is loaded with economic 
and social detail. Tracing Jews through 
Maida Vale in the 1870s, Highbury in 
the 1880s, or Willesden in the 1930s, 
you see demographic shifts on fast-
forward.

To get a sense of a neighbourhood 
at a specific point in time though, 
whether down-at-heel or hochfenster, 
use the National Library of Scotland’s 
brilliant historical map comparisons 
(maps.nls.uk/geo/explore/side-by-
side). And browse British History 
Online (british-history.ac.uk), while 

checking Google Street View, to learn 
about the housing stock.

Censuses reveal raw poverty. 
Where small children disappear from 
one census to the next, they may 
have died: check individual fates on 
freebmd.org.uk. And it is not positive 
for a living child’s recorded occupation 
in the 1881 census to be ‘cigarette-
maker’ rather than ‘scholar’. And if 
the young labourer’s family shared a 
single dwelling with another family 
(or more), the dwelling may just have 
been a slum. 

Elsewhere, Jews’ occupations 
were sometimes developments of 
pre-emancipation trade. So a horse-
dealer’s grandson might now be a 
cattle-feed manufacturer, and an old 
clothes seller’s descendant might 
be a gentleman’s outfitter. To get a 
stronger sense of class and status 
– tangible phenomena in the 1800s 
– verify whether the women of the 
house worked, were ‘of independent 
means’ and whether they had many 
servants. Also, less nosy at this 
distance, see what the neighbours 
were doing: in Limehouse you might 
find innkeepers or a Chinese shop, 
while in Highbury, well-to-do German 
immigrant merchants. It all provides 
context.

Jewish Genealogy for Beginners
Part III: Censuses
by Ben Vos, United Synagogue Communities and Strategy Manager

Please note that the Daf is available online: theus.org.uk/daf, where the links in this article are clickable.
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In memory of Mordechai Avraham ben Nechemia z”l

Following the death of 
King Shaul (Saul), David 
seeks guidance from 
God. He is instructed to 
go up to Hebron where 

the people of the tribe of Yehuda 
anoint him as king. The verb “go up” 
appears in this short section five 
times, indicating that this is the time 
of David’s ascendency.

One of David’s first acts is to thank 
the people of Yavesh-Gilad for their 
actions when Shaul and his son 
Yonatan (Jonathan) died. He praises 
them for burying them with respect 
when the Philistine enemy had left 
their bodies hanging from the walls 
of Bet Shean (see I Shmuel, Ch. 31). 
This not only shows the importance 
of showing gratitude and kindness1, 
but also shows David’s desire to 
rule a united kingdom; Yavesh-Gilad 
were Shaul’s strongest supporters 
and David treats them graciously, 
attempting to win their support for 
his rule.

However, David’s desire for a 
peaceful and united kingdom does not 
materialise. The cracks appear almost 
immediately. Avner, the commander 
of Shaul’s army, anoints Shaul’s 
son, Ish-boshet, as the king instead. 
Interestingly, it is not Ish-boshet who 
declares himself king. In fact, he is 
presented as a weak figure who is 
passively thrust into the spotlight 

1 Chesed (kindness) is indeed an important value to David; a value which has prominence in Megillat Rut, which speaks about David’s ancestors.

by Avner. The result is David ruling 
as king over the tribe of Yehuda in 
Hebron and Ish-boshet ruling as king 
over the people of Israel.  

There follows an account of the 
bizarre and tragic battle by the pool in 
Givon. Soldiers from the two camps 
meet by a pool in a chance encounter. 
Avner suggests a duel, limited to 
12 soldiers from each side (David’s 
supporters are led by his nephew, 
Yoav). However, the fighting gets out 
of hand and 380 men die. Avner is 
blamed for starting the conflict. The 
Talmudic Sages tell us that Avner will 
subsequently be killed because “he 
turned the blood of young men into a 
game” (Yerushalmi Sotah 1:8).

Yet, Yoav is also at fault here. 
Normally the Tanach (Hebrew Bible) 
only mentions the casualties of the 
losing side in a battle. By mentioning 

the casualties on Yoav’s side as well 
(19 men plus his brother, Asa’el) the 
text tells us that he is not the clear 
winner of this battle. Yoav is blamed 
for going to Givon in the first place as 
it was a Binyaminite city and part of 
Shaul’s ancestry. By straying into Ish-
boshet’s territory, Yoav is provocatively 
trying to assert David’s position over 
the other side. This goes against 
David’s aims of peacefully uniting the 
nation. 

Avner tries to avoid killing Asa’el, 
who pursues him as he flees. Despite 
repeatedly asking Asa’el to turn back, 
Asa’el continues until Avner kills him 
in self-defence. After seeing their 
brother’s dead body, Yoav and Avishai 
chase after Avner to avenge him. The 
people of Binyamin stand with Avner, 
who convinces Yoav to stop, in order 
to avoid a civil war. 

The incident ends with the opening 
line of the next chapter: “David waxed 
stronger and stronger, but the House 
of Shaul waxed weaker and weaker” 
(II Shmuel 3:1). Whilst both camps 
suffered losses, returning home to 
bury their dead, the “light broke” upon 
the House of David, not Shaul (ibid. 
2:32). As seen in earlier chapters, 
the metaphor of light or sun rising 
highlights the rise of the House of 
David. Despite the struggles, David 
will soon reign as king over the entire 
nation.

Sefer Shmuel II (the Second Book of Samuel)

Chapter 2:  
The Cracks Appear 
by Pnina Savery, US Jewish Living Educator and 
Participant in the Chief Rabbi’s Ma’ayan Programme

David’s desire 
for a peaceful 
and united 
kingdom does 
not materialise. 
The cracks 
appear almost 
immediately.






