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“For the Lord, your God, is bringing you to a good 
Land… a Land of wheat, barley, grape, fig and pome-

granate; a Land of oil-olives and date-honey”  
(Devarim 8:7-8))



1st Aliya (Kohen) –  Devarim 7:12-9:10 
Moshe encourages the Israelites to keep God’s commandments. This will allow 
them to prosper in the Land and to be the most blessed of peoples. In the same 
way that God took them out of Egypt, so too He will allow them to defeat the 
Cana’anite nations. The nation must destroy the Cana’anites’ idols. Moshe 
entreats the Israelites to remember the 40 years in the desert, including the 
eating of the manna. God will bring them into a Land with abundant resources, 
where they will lack nothing. 

Point to Consider: Which mitzvah is derived from 8:10?

Sidra Summary

The Land 
of God

I recently had the 
privilege of visiting 
Eretz Yisrael, the Land 
of Israel. This was my 
first trip for a number 

of years due to Covid and other 
factors. I found myself immersed 
in the reverent atmosphere of 
Jerusalem and swept along with 
the hustle and bustle of Tel Aviv. 
The atmosphere in Israel is certainly 
unique!

In Moshe’s very long sermon to 
the people in his final days – which 
is the subject of most of the Book of 
Devarim (Deuteronomy) - he speaks 
of the Land of Israel as “A Land 
that the Lord, your God, seeks out; 
the eyes of the Lord, your God, are 
always upon it, from the beginning 
of the year until the end of the year” 

(Devarim 11:12).
Eretz Yisrael has a supernatural 

existence, and success there defies 
logic. If the Jews had not entered 
the Land with an appreciation of its 
supernatural properties, they would 
not have survived its challenges. 
Moshe knew that they needed 
reassurance that God had His ‘eyes’ 
out for them.

Over the centuries, this message 
was delivered again and again to 
the Jewish people.

As Eretz Yisrael was being 
destroyed by the Babylonian king, 
Nevuchadnezzar, and his army, in 
the dying days of the First Temple 
era, God instructed the prophet 
Yirmiyahu (Jeremiah) to purchase 
land and save the deed in a safe 
place because one day they would 
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2nd Aliya (Levi) – 8:11-9:3
Moshe warns the Israelites not to forget God once they 
enter the Land. They should not fall into the trap of 
thinking that they inherited the Land thanks to their own 
efforts and merits; rather it was God who guided and 
protected them during the years in the desert. Failure to 
heed this lesson will result in exile from the Land.

3rd Aliya (Shlishi) – 9:4-9:29
The Israelites should remember that they are a “stiff-
necked people” and they are not inheriting the Land 
because of their own righteousness. In fact, since leaving 

Egypt, they repeatedly provoked God, initially with the sin 
of the golden calf, which Moshe now recalls in detail. He 
also reminds them of the sin of the spies.

4th Aliya (Revi’i) – 10:1-11
Moshe describes how he carved two new stone tablets, 
having broken the first set upon seeing the worship of 
the golden calf when descending Mount Sinai. In the 
aftermath of the golden calf, the tribe of Levi was set 
apart for its special functions of guarding the Ark and 
serving God.

return from exile (Yirmiyahu ch. 32). 
Logically, it makes little sense to 
buy property in a war zone, when 
the future is so uncertain. Within a 
few short years it looked as though 
there would be no Jews left in 
the Land. However, Eretz Yisrael 
is different. It is the Land that God 
promised to Avraham, Yitzchak and 
Yaakov, and their descendants; 
even when we are exiled, we are 
assured of our ultimate return. Even 
in her bleakest moments, it is worth 
investing in Israel. Today, we have 
been blessed to see the miraculous 
return. Those who invested in the 
State in the early days have done 
very well for themselves!

When the “Desert Fox,” Erwin 
Rommel, was already deep into 
Africa (1941-43) and advancing 
steadily with his German Afrika 
Corp towards Palestine, Rabbi Yosef 

Shlomo Kahaneman, the Ponovezher 
Rav (1886-1969), borrowed some 
money to buy a piece of land in Bnei 
Brak to set up a Yeshiva.

People thought he had lost his 
mind. What would be the point of 
buying land now, when it would fall 
shortly to the Germans, who would 
undoubtedly proceed to exterminate 

all of the Jews of Israel as they had 
done in Europe? 

The Ponovezher Rav explained 
that not every prophecy was 
recorded in our Prophetic books; 
only those that had some message 
for the future were recorded. 
The prophecy in which God told 
Yirmiyahu to buy land in Israel even 
when the destruction of the country 
was imminent holds true throughout 
the generations. The Ponovezher 
Rav was proven correct. British 
Field Marshal Bernard Montgomery 
defeated Rommel at El Alamein, a 
town on Egypt’s northern coastline, 
only several hundred kilometres 
away from Palestine.

What might normally seem 
foolhardy is different when it comes 
to the Land of Israel. It is indeed a 
country where we see truly amazing 
things happening all the time.

If the Jews had not 
entered the Land 
with an appreciation 
of its supernatural 
properties, they 
would not have 
survived its 
challenges. 



5th Aliya (Chamishi) – 10:12-11:9
Moshe urges the Israelites to fear and love God and to 
open their hearts to Him. Moshe recalls the miraculous 
Exodus from Egypt, the splitting of the Sea of Reeds and 
the earth swallowing Korach and his rebels.

6th Aliya (Shishi) – 11:10-21
Moshe goes on to say that God always has “His eyes” on 
the Land of Cana’an. He then tells them a passage which we 
recite twice daily as the second paragraph of the Shema (see 
green siddur, p.68). It spells out the benefits of fulfilling the 
commandments and the consequences of neglecting them. 
The mitzvot of tefilin, mezuzah and studying Torah are stated.

As my husband and I 
prepare to return to 
Israel after many years 
in the rabbinate, so 

many thoughts and memories flood 
back. What an amazing journey 
it’s been, what a privilege! Back 
in 1988, we were a young couple 
with two little boys when we 
arrived at the Adelaide Hebrew 
Congregation of South Australia 
from Jerusalem. The community 
was well established, with a shul 
building 120 years old and beautiful 
new shul complex just about to 
be built. So, when people said we 
were running the only “Chabad 
House” in South Australia, given 
there was no Chabad House there, 
we and our community took it as 
a compliment. We served kosher 
meals to community members, 
tourists, academics on Sabbaticals 
and distinguished guests, including 
former Chief Rabbi Lord and Lady 
Jakobovits. Not something I would 
ever have expected!

When people would phone 
and ask where the nearest kosher 
restaurant was, we would say, “An 
hour’s plane ride away! So please 
eat with us.” So coming to Chigwell 
in North-East London was quite a 
change, with the nearest kosher 

restaurant only a 45 minute drive 
away! 

Our two communities were literally 
and figuratively worlds apart, each 
with their own exciting and more 
challenging parts. In Adelaide, people 
really needed to eat their meals 
around our table, and I needed to take 
women to the mikvah, whatever else 
was going on in our lives. I needed 
to teach every bat mitzvah girl and 
arranging the catering for a massive 
communal seder in the shul hall was 
my responsibility.  

In Chigwell, where the community 
was much bigger, some of these 
roles could be filled by others, which 
gave me the scope for other projects.  
And having fellow rebbetzens nearby 
meant opportunities to learn from 
them, especially at the amazing 
annual RCUS (Rabbinical Council of 
the United Synagogue) conferences, 
which our children all attended and 
formed warm friendships with the 
other kids. 

Chigwell & Hainault, like 
Adelaide, gave me the opportunity 
to give and to grow.  To teach, to 
bring in speakers, to share inspiring 
Jewish ideas, to help those in need, 
to comfort and to celebrate. 

Since the beginning of Covid, in 
common with many people, much has 

changed about the way I have gone 
about my work. From Zoom sessions 
to sharing short video messages, to 
connecting with so many members 
during the week on WhatsApp, 
as opposed to only those we saw 
in shul, the change has been very 
exciting. Sharing a video clip from 
somewhere on the other side of the 
world broadens the definition of 
Jewish identity in a very significant 
way. And Jewish women all over 
the world are able to share so much 
these days. 

Now the time has come to fulfil a 
great dream of ours, to return to the 
Land of Israel. When my husband and 
I first made Aliya, he from London, 
me from Johannesburg, meeting on 
an Egged bus and marrying a few 
months later, we planned to always 
live there. Then we decided to serve 
the Jewish community outside Israel 
for a few years. Now, 34 years later, 
we are looking forward to joining our 
sons who have made aliya Aliya, and 
their families, and to enjoying all the 
spiritual and geographical delights 
which living in the Holy Land has to 
offer. 

But I will never forget the people I 
met along the way, who taught me so 
much and who inspired me with their 
dedication and goodness.

The Journey of a 
Lifetime! by Rebbetzen Nechama Davis, Chigwell & Hainault 

United Synagogue and Daf Hashavua editorial team

In memory of Yosef Dov ben Yehoshua z”l



In memory of Reuven ben Avraham z”l

Today, there are more 
students in yeshivot 
and seminaries than 
ever before. The major 

inspiration for the modern yeshiva 
was in the small town of Volozhin, 
today in Belarus, previously home 
to Yeshivat Etz Chaim founded in 
1803 and the ‘mother’ of many 
subsequent yeshivot.  Amongst its 
most famous figures was Rabbi 
Naftali Zvi Yehuda Berlin.

Known by the acronym “Netziv”, 
Rabbi Berlin hailed from the Minsk 
region.  At a young age he married 
the daughter of Rabbi Yitzchak 
Volozhiner, successor of his father 
Rabbi Chaim Volozhiner who had 
founded the yeshiva.  In 1853, Rabbi 
Berlin succeeded his father-in-law 
until the yeshiva’s closure in 1892. 

The 19th century posed some 
formidable challenges to a 
traditional institution such as 
Yeshivat Etz Chaim.  The Haskala 
(Jewish Enlightenment movement) 
caused significant turbulence and 
secularisation in many Jewish 
communities in Europe. Politically, 
barely a decade passed from 1848 
without revolutionary or nationalist 
ferment (1861 in Italy, for example).  
Even though revolution did not 
succeed in Russia until 1917, that 
country was a hotbed of political 
unrest during the Netziv’s long 
tenure at Volozhin. 

This context is important 
in considering Rabbi Berlin’s 
accomplishments.

He assumed responsibility for 
both the syllabus and finances 

of the yeshiva.  Even when the 
yeshiva was destroyed by fire in 
1866, Rabbi Berlin spearheaded the 
reconstruction project and students 
continued to arrive, cementing its 
place as a flagship for high-level, 
compelling Jewish scholarship.

Although he produced a work 
of Talmudic insights, Meromei 
Hasadeh¸ Rabbi Berlin did not focus 
simply on Talmudic studies, since 
he recognised the challenges of 
the times and the particular need 
to promote other areas of Torah 
study too.  Unusually, he taught a 
daily shiur (class) on the weekly 
parasha. These shiurim culminated 
in Ha’emek Davar, his commentary 
on the Torah, which contained many 
original insights.  This work, which 
focused on the straightforward 
meaning of the text as well as 
lessons from it, was written in a rich 
Hebrew style which also appealed 
to Maskilim (proponents of the 
Haskala).  It defended the unity of 
the Torah text and its Divine origin 
in the face of biblical criticism. 

Chaim Nachman Bialik (1873-
1934), who, after his death, became 
Israel's national poet, was an 
alumnus of Volozhin.  Although 
Bialik became an important Haskala 
figure, he retained an affinity for the 
yeshiva and its values. His poem 
“Hamatmid”, referring to a dedicated 
yeshiva student, was based on 
Volozhin and towards the end of his 
life, Bialik was active in promoting 
Shabbat observance in Tel Aviv. 

Rabbi Berlin produced a new 
edition of and commentary on the 
Sheiltot, a halachic work written by 
Rav Achai Gaon (7/8th centuries), 
which might well have been 
forgotten otherwise.  He made 
sure that both he and the yeshiva 
remained connected to practical 
halacha rather than just academic 
scholarship, authoring a popular set 
of responsa, Meishiv Davar, whilst 
combining his duties at the yeshiva 
with serving as the rabbi of Volozhin.

Although he was a proponent 
of what was to become Religious 
Zionism and he was a rabbinic 
leader in communal matters, Rabbi 
Berlin did not encourage political 
expression more generally within 
the yeshiva.  

Scholars continue to debate the 
factors which led to the closure of 
the yeshiva in 1892.  En route to 
the Land of Israel, he passed away 
in 1893 in Warsaw, where he is 
buried in the main Jewish cemetery 
on Okapowa Street.  Kibbutz Ein 
HaNetziv is named in his memory.

The yahrzeit of the Netziv is on 
28 Av, corresponding to 25 August 

Rabbi Naftali Zvi Yehuda Berlin 
(1816-93) by Rabbi Michael Laitner, Director of Education for 

the United Synagogue and Assistant Rabbi at Finchley 
Synagogue



In memory of Dovid ben Avraham z”l

We have finally arrived 
at the moment David 
has been waiting for. 
Our chapter opens with: 
“all the tribes of Israel 

came to David in Hebron and spoke, 
saying ‘Behold we are your bone and 
flesh… you shall be ruler over Israel’” 
(II Shmuel 5:1-2). Finally, the kingdom 
is unified. After seven and a half years 
as king over Hebron, David is king over 
all of Israel at last and will reign for 
another 33 years.

We noted that the description of 
David’s family in Chapter 3 highlighted 
the division among his sons. This 
symbolised the fractious nature 
of the Jewish people as a whole 
at that time. Now that the people 
have united, David’s sons are listed 
differently. The names of the new 
children born to him in Jerusalem are 
listed without their mothers’ names 
differentiating between them (ibid. 
v.13-16). With this we can understand 
that on both a personal and national 
level, David has reached a new stage 
in his life.

David conquers the city of 
Jerusalem and makes it his capital. 
Jerusalem is a symbol of unity, as 
David writes in the Book of Tehillim 

(Psalms): “Built-up Jerusalem is like 
a city that is bound together” (122:3). 
Our Rabbis explain that this means 
that Jerusalem, “is a city that binds 
one Jew to another” (Jerusalem 
Talmud, Bava Kama 7:7). In order 
to take hold of this central city, we 
needed to be unified as a people. 

Why is Jerusalem chosen as the 
capital? One reason is because it was 
not apportioned out among the tribes. 
In fact, Jerusalem lies on the border 
between the tribal areas of Yehuda 
and Binyamin. Given that the previous 
division of the kingdom was between 
David, of Yehuda, and Shaul (Saul), 
of Binyamin, it is highly significant 
that Jerusalem now further unifies 
these two groups from a geographical 
perspective.

This section ends with the 
statement that “David was becoming 
greater and greater and God was with 
him” (II Shmuel 5:10). This is the high 
point of David’s life so far.

Indeed, he even receives the 
homage of the king of Tyre (Lebanon) 
who sends a delegation to build 
a palace for David with Lebanese 
stonemasons using cedar wood from 
Lebanon.

As mentioned previously, one of 

the main roles of the Jewish king was 
to sanctify the name of God among 
the nations of the world. This foreign 
delegation indicates a measure of 
David’s success in attaining this goal. 

However, not all nations are 
pleased with the level of success 
that David is experiencing. The 
Philistines feel threatened by the 
sudden unity of their enemy and 
they attack. After enquiring of God 
whether he should go to battle, 
David takes on the Philistines and 
wins. The Philistines regroup and 
approach to go to battle a second 
time. This time, God instructs David 
to approach from the rear and only 
strike when he receives a sign. 
David follows these directions and 
is once more victorious in battle. 

That David enquires of God and 
follows His instructions both times 
is the key factor here. This cannot 
be taken for granted, especially in 
light of Shaul’s repeated failure to 
do so. 

This chapter contains a number 
of events which may have taken 
place at different times. The common 
factor is that they all combine to 
consolidate David’s reign as king over 
all of Israel.

Sefer Shmuel II (the Second Book of Samuel)

Chapter 5: King David’s  
Reign is Consolidated 
by Pnina Savery, US Jewish Living Educator and 
Participant in the Chief Rabbi’s Ma’ayan Programme

7th Aliya (Shevi’i) – 11:22-25
Moshe urges the people to remember their Torah learning 
and to have a connection with Torah scholars (see Rashi).

Haftarah
Taken from the book of Yeshaya, this is the second of the 

seven ‘haftarot of consolation’ read after Tisha B’Av. Just 
like a mother does not forget the child of her womb, so 
too God will never forget the Jews and will avenge those 
nations who have persecuted them. Yeshaya famously 
calls upon the Jews to be a “light unto the nations”.






