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“You shall observe the month of spring and perform the
Pesach-offering… for in the month of spring the Lord, your
God, took you out of Egypt”
(Devarim 16:1)

For those using a
chumash, the page
numbers for the
Torah reading can
be found overleaf.
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Yom Hashoah is on
Thursday
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For those using a chumash,
the page numbers for the
Torah reading are:
Pesach 8th Day
(Devarim 14:22-16:17)
Artscroll p1012
Hertz p810
Soncino p1067
Maftir 8th Day
(Bemidbar 28:19-25)
Artscroll p892
Hertz p695
Soncino p945
Haftarah 8th Day
(Yeshayahu 10:32-12:6)
Artscroll p1226
Hertz p1023
Please note that the
Haftarot do not appear in the
Soncino chumash.

Pesach Has
Only Just
Begun
by Luis Herszaft, Tribe Israel team
Just one week ago,
we were reading
the section of the
Haggadah discussing
the ‘Four Sons’ at the
Seder. The Haggadah writes: “What
does the wise son say? 'What are
these testimonies, statutes and
judgments that the Lord, our God,
commanded you?' And you will
say to him, as per the laws of the
Pesach sacrifice, ‘We may not eat

an afikoman (a dessert or other
foods eaten after the meal) after
[we have finished eating] the Pesach
sacrifice’”. Seemingly, this answer
has nothing to do with the question
asked. What are we trying to teach
the wise son?
We tell the wise son that the
taste of the Pesach sacrifice is to
remain in the mouth; this needs
to be the last thing we taste. The
message to the wise son is that

In loving memory of Harav Binyamin ben Harav Shalom z”l

Torah Reading Summary for 8th Day Pesach

United Synagogue Daf Hashavua
Produced by US Living & Learning
together with the Rabbinical Council of
the United Synagogue
Editor-in-Chief: Rabbi Baruch Davis
Editorial and Production Team:
Rabbi Daniel Sturgess,
Rabbi Michael Laitner,
Rebbetzen Nechama Davis,
Joanna Rose
www.theus.org.uk
©United Synagogue 2022
To sponsor Daf Hashavua please
contact Danielle Fox on 020 8343 6261,
or dfox@theus.org.uk
If you have any comments or questions
regarding Daf Hashavua please email
landl@theus.org.uk

1st Aliya (Kohen) – Devarim 14:22-29
There is a mitzvah to tithe produce grown in the Land of Israel, including Ma'aser
Sheni, the ‘second tithe’, which is taken to Jerusalem to eat. However, one who
is unable to carry the produce can redeem its value and, having added an extra
fifth, take the money to Jerusalem, to purchase and consume food there.
2nd Aliya (Levi) – 15:1-18
Every seventh year is Shemitah, whose agricultural laws are detailed in parashat
Behar (Vayikra 25:1-24). Existing loans are cancelled, yet the Torah warns against
withholding a loan from a pauper before the Shemitah year, out of fear that it will
not be paid back in time. A Jewish servant works for six years, after which he can
go free. When he leaves, his master must give him significant farewell gifts.
Point to Consider: Which specific circumstances caused this Jew to become a
servant? (see Rashi to 15:12)
3rd Aliya (Shlishi) – 15:19-23
One is not allowed to work a first born male animal from the flock or herd; rather

Pesach is not something which
happens and is forgotten moments
later, but it must be long-lasting.
So too, with our Seder and Pesach
experience, we must strive to
ensure it creates an impact long
after the festival is over.
The verse in Shir Hashirim/
Song of Songs (7:2) reads, “How
beautiful are your footsteps in your
shoes, daughter of nobles”. Rashi
(1040-1105) explains that the phrase
“beautiful footsteps in your shoes”
refers to the feet of the Jewish
people in their festival pilgrimages,
in fulfillment of the verse in Devarim
(16:16), “Three times a year…
appear before the Lord, your God,
in the place that He will choose: on
the Festival of Matzot, the Festival
of Shavuot and the Festival of
Succot”.
Rabbi Shimon Schwab (1908-

With our Seder and Pesach experience,
we must strive to ensure it creates an
impact long after the festival is over.
1995), in his book Ma’ayan Beit
Hashoeva, notes that one is
forbidden to enter the Temple
Mount whilst wearing shoes! How
can it be, therefore, that the verse
is praising the feet of the Jewish
people if they were not permitted
to wear shoes when they arrived at
the Temple?
Rabbi Schwab therefore proposes
that the verse is referring to the
journey back home after the festival.
After a visit to Jerusalem and the
Temple in which they were infused
with holiness, heard the beautiful
music of the Levites and were
surrounded by thousands of others

it must be brought as an offering and its meat consumed
by its owner.
4th Aliya (Revi’i) – 16:1-3
The nation is to celebrate Pesach in the “spring month”.
The Pesach offering should be brought on 14 Nisan and we
are to eat matzot to recall the haste with which we left
Egypt.
5th Aliya (Chamishi) – 16:4-8
One is not allowed to own chametz on Pesach. The Pesach
offering can only be offered in the Beit Hamikdash (Temple),
not elsewhere. It should be roasted and eaten on the night
of 15 Nisan.
6th Aliya (Shishi) – 16:9-12
Shavuot comes after the seven-week counting of the Omer.
One should enjoy the festival together with one’s family
and servants.

sharing the same experience, the
Jewish people now returned home
inspired and filled with awe. The
verse’s reference to the “beautiful
footsteps in your shoes” is referring
to the journey home taken by the
newly transformed people.
As Pesach comes to a close,
the message of both the answer
we give to the wise son and the
transformative experience of
those who visited the Temple for
the festival, is that we must take
everything which we have learnt
and experienced this Pesach and
infuse that inspiration into our daily
lives.

7th Aliya (Shevi’i) – 16:13-17
Succot is celebrated at the time of year when crops are
gathered in from the threshing floors and the vineyards.
On each of these three festivals, one has to bring special
festive offerings to the Temple.
Maftir (Bemidbar 28:19-25)
Maftir is read from a second Sefer Torah, from the section
of parashat Pinchas detailing the extra offerings brought
during Pesach.
Haftarah
The prophet Yeshaya paints a moving picture of the future
redemption, in which justice and righteousness will prevail.
Even the animals will be at peace with one another – “a
wolf will dwell with a sheep and a leopard will lie down
with a kid”. The tribes of Yehuda and Ephraim, previously
enemies, will unite for the messianic cause. Israel will
declare God’s Name to the nations of the world and sing
His praises.

Four Holocaust
Memorial Days
by Richard Verber, Communications Director, United Synagogue
Six million innocent
Jewish women, men and
children were murdered
during the Holocaust.
In the aftermath of the Holocaust,
the Jewish community, and later the
international community, wanted to
find an appropriate day to mark the
Shoah and remember those killed,
but could not agree on a date. Let us
look at some of the days chosen to
remember the Holocaust.
10 TEVET
The Fast of the 10th of Tevet is a minor
fast day which, historically, marked the
day Nebuchadnezzar, the Babylonian
King, began his siege of Jerusalem.
He would go on to destroy the First
Temple. After the Shoah, the day took
on an additional resonance. In 1949,
the Chief Rabbinate of Israel declared
10 Tevet ‘Yom HaKaddish HaKlali’, a
‘Day of General Kaddish’, on which
kaddish was said in memory of the six
million, and in particular by relatives
who did not know when their loved
ones were murdered. This is still the
custom today in many communities.
9 AV
The Fast of the 9th of Av (Tisha
B’Av) is the saddest day in the
Jewish calendar. On it we remember
primarily the destruction of both
Temples in Jerusalem – the first by
the Babylonians in 586 BCE, and the
second some 600 years later by

the Romans. Many other tragedies
have befallen the Jewish people
on or around 9 Av in the past
two millennia. As a result, after
the Holocaust, some religious
communities used 9 Av as a day to
remember the victims of the Shoah
too. New kinnot, liturgical dirges
said on Tisha B’Av, were composed
to remember the six million and
many communities say them today.

joyous month containing Pesach
when many mourning customs
are avoided. Today Yom Hashoah
is widely observed in Israel and
around the world.

HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL DAY
Outside the Jewish community,
Holocaust Memorial Day was
created on 27 January 2000, when
representatives from 46 governments
around the world met in Stockholm
YOM HASHOAH
to discuss Holocaust remembrance.
In 1951, the Knesset began debating The UK played a lead role in this
what date the new State of Israel
effort. The date was picked to mark
should use to remember the
the liberation of Auschwitz. The UN
Holocaust. After much deliberation, later designated 27 January as an
including looking at 10 Tevet and 1
international day of remembrance.
September (the day World War II
Although primarily a day for nonstarted), they settled on 27 Nisan,
Jewish remembrance, many United
mostly for pragmatic reasons, it
Synagogue shuls now use the day
being a week or so after Pesach
as an opportunity to educate our
and a week before Yom Ha’atzmaut, communities and beyond about the
Israel’s Independence Day. Members Holocaust and other genocides which
of the Knesset had wanted to pick
are marked on this date.
a date connected with the Jewish
community in Warsaw, the largest
Some educators worry that there
pre-war community in Europe, and
are too many days for Holocaust
they considered the Warsaw Ghetto remembrance in the calendar. Others
Uprising. The uprising began in 1943 argue that a single day can never truly
on erev Pesach but the date was not commemorate the enormity of the
deemed convenient for a national
Holocaust and so welcome additional
commemoration. Interestingly, the
opportunities to do so.
Israeli Chief Rabbinate had also
considered these dates for the same The Yom Hashoah UK ceremony will
reasons but rejected the Warsaw
take place on Wednesday evening
Ghetto commemoration because
(27 April). Details from
it fell in the month of Nisan, a
www.yomhashoah.org.uk.

In memory of Chaim ben Moshe Bentzion z”l

Foreign Places in the Mishna
Part Twenty:

Egypt I

by David Frei, US Director of External and Legal Services
and Registrar of the London Beth Din
In previous articles,
we have featured
the Egyptian cities
of Alexandria, with
its large Jewish
community, and Pelusium, a source
of fine cotton for the Yom Kippur
vestments of the Kohen Gadol (High
Priest). In this article, we look more
closely at the country of Egypt,
whose proximity to the Land of Israel
made it a major provider of objects
and foods to the country.
The Mishna (Kilaim 1:2) deals
with the prohibition of sowing the
seeds of different species with each
other. In this connection, it rules that
mustard and Egyptian mustard, a
(sweet) Egyptian gourd and a bitter
gourd, and an Egyptian bean together
with a carob, are not considered
diverse species and therefore may
be planted together. We are told
that Egyptian barley beer is chametz
which must be removed before
Pesach (Pesachim 3:1), Egyptian fish
which are brought packed in baskets
can be assumed to be free from ritual
impurity (Machshirin 6:3) and when
the Rabbis refer to a measure the
size of a lentil, they mean a mediumsized lentil; namely an Egyptian lentil
(Kelim 17:8).
In Tractate Shabbat (20:2) we
are told that one can strain wine on
Shabbat by pouring it through an
Egyptian basket made out of rushes.
All of these references illustrate

Alexandria, Egypt

the degree of trade between Egypt
and the Land of Israel, but there
is a Mishna (Yadayim 4:3) which
emphasises the link between
the Jewish communities of the
respective countries.
During the first six years of the
seven-year Shemitah cycle, a person
with crops was obligated to give
annually, Terumah to a Kohen and
Ma’aser Rishon - the ‘First Tithe’ to a Levi. Additionally, in the first,
second, fourth and fifth years of
the cycle there was a second tithe,
(Ma’aser Sheni), which did not need
to be given away, but had to be
consumed in Jerusalem. In the third
and sixth years there was a tithe
for the poor (Ma’aser Ani). There
were no tithes in the seventh year Shemitah - when the land was not
cultivated. Whereas under Torah law,
the system of tithes only applied to
crops grown in the Land of Israel, the
Prophets introduced an obligation
also to tithe in Babylonia and later
Elders broadened this obligation

to Egypt and to the trans-Jordan
territories of Amon and Moav. None
of these countries were subject to
the laws of Shemitah and farmers
produced crops as in a normal
year. The question therefore arose:
what tithe, other than Terumah and
Ma’aser Rishon, was to be given in
the Shemitah year?
It was known from antiquity that
in Babylonia they gave the second
tithe in the Shemitah year, and in
Egypt they gave Ma’aser Ani. What
were they to do in Amon and Moav?
There is a dispute in the Mishna as
to whether Amon/Moav should be
likened to Babylonia or Egypt in this
matter. The Sage who advocated
Ma’aser Ani (and whom the Halacha
follows) justifies his position by
saying that the poor of the Land of
Israel, being close to Egypt, could
receive this tithe from fellow Jews in
the neighbouring countries of Egypt
and Amon/Moav, whereas Babylonia
was too far away for the poor to
collect from there.

In memory of Harav Yisrael ben Uriah z”l

Sefer Shmuel (the Book of Samuel)

Chapter 27:
David, a Philistine Ally?
by Pnina Savery, US Jewish Living Educator and
Participant in the Chief Rabbi’s Ma’ayan Programme
Despite the blessing
that King Shaul (Saul)
gives David at the
end of the previous
chapter, David remains
uneasy in Shaul’s proximity. Given
Shaul’s track record of trying to kill
David, we can understand David’s
reluctance to assume he is now
safe.
David flees to the city of
Gat, which is in the land of the
Philistines (the Israelite enemy).
This reminds us of the story in
Chapter 21, where David sought
refuge with the Philistine King
Achish but was threatened, and only
managed to escape by pretending
to be a madman. Why would David
return there when he was not safe
there previously?
Radak (Rabbi David Kimchi,
1160–1235) explains that, earlier,
David hid his identity. In contrast, he
now arrives publicly with his wives
and 600 men, perhaps indicating
that he has made an arrangement
with the king. In addition, his
estrangement from Shaul is public
knowledge by now, allowing King
Achish to assume that David would
betray his own people and help the
Philistines.
Indeed, David convinces Achish
that he hates the Israelite people
and will help the Philistines fight

David acts in this
way as he feels he
has no other choice.
Shaul has driven him
from his homeland,
yet he has the
manpower, ability
and desire to help
defend his people.
This is the only way
he believes he can
do so.

their enemies, who repeatedly
harassed them and lived off plunder.
However, in order to protect himself
and conceal his lies to Achish, he
was forced to kill his captives. This
is one of the harder parts of David’s
life to understand.
There is room from the Tanach
itself to criticise these drastic
actions. Later in his life, God tells
David that he has shed too much
blood to be allowed to build the
Temple. His son Shlomo (Solomon)
will do so instead (1 Chronicles
22:8). Radak suggests that this
could be referring to the bloodshed
in this chapter. Whilst David has
good intentions and is therefore not
them. David is given the city of
punished for his actions, his conduct
Ziklag to dwell in and uses this as
can be viewed as inappropriate.
a base from which to strike at the
David acts in this way as he feels
Israelites’ enemies such as the
he has no other choice. Shaul has
Gizrites and the Amalekites. When
driven him from his homeland, yet
bringing the plunder back to King
he has the manpower, ability and
Achish, he pretends that he gained
desire to help defend his people.
it when fighting the Israelites.
This is the only way he believes he
David destroys the enemy armies
can do so.
and leaves no survivors, ensuring
The story ends with King Achish,
no one would bring the truth about
convinced of David’s loyalty, offering
his forays to Achish. The text
David to fight alongside him in his
states that “Achish believed David, army. David replies in an ambiguous
thinking, ‘He has really come to hate manner, obviously unsure how to
his people Israel’” (1 Shmuel 27:12). proceed as he does not want to
Was it permissible for David to
fight against his own people1. We
will see how this story plays out in
act in this way? Certainly, he was
protecting the Israelites by attacking Chapter 29.

1 This account continues into the first two verses of Chapter 28, but is unconnected to the rest of that chapter. Therefore,
we have briefly discussed it here rather than in the next article.
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Our world is constantly changing.
But our shul, our community,
remains constant.
A shul is so much more than just a building.
From moments of joy to moments of sadness, your
community is always there. And with your support,
it will continue to be there for future generations.
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to your shul, contact your solicitor or speak to
your shul’s Legacy Ambassador or your shul office.
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