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י־ֵתֵצא KI TEITZEIִּכֽ

In loving memory of Yehuda ben Yaakov HaCohen z"l
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Please look regularly at the 
social media and websites 
of the US, Tribe and your 
community for ongoing updates 
relating to Coronavirus as well 
as educational programming 
and community support.

You do not need to sign 
into Facebook to access the 
US Facebook page. The US 
Coronavirus Helpline is on  
020 8343 5696.

May God bless us and the 
whole world.

“If a bird’s nest happens to be before you… and the 
mother is roosting on the young or on the eggs, you 

shall not take the mother with the young”  
(Devarim 22:6)
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1st Aliya (Kohen) –  Devarim 21:10-21
Ki Tetze contains many mitzvot, a selection of which has been included here. It starts 
with the laws of the ‘female captive’ and her potential marriage to a soldier in battle. 
It then discusses the laws of a man who has two wives (this later became prohibited 
in normative rabbinic law). He has a firstborn son with the wife he does not love, and 
another son with his preferred spouse, but he must still give the firstborn rights to the 
son of the former, not to son of the latter. The laws of the ‘wayward and rebellious 
son’ are then detailed. 

2nd Aliya (Levi) – 21:22-22:7
If one spots someone else’s animal wandering off the path, there is a mitzvah to 
look after it and return it to its owner; this applies to all lost objects. If one sees a 
fallen animal on the road, there is a mitzvah to help its owner pick it up. A man is not 
allowed to wear women’s clothing, nor is a woman allowed to wear men’s clothing. If 
one sees a bird’s nest with eggs in it, there is a mitzvah to send away the mother bird 
before taking the eggs (shiluach haken).

Sidra Summary

The Power 
of New 
Beginnings

“When you build a new 
house, you must place 
a guard-rail around your 
roof” (Devarim 22:8).

A close reading of 
the above verse raises an issue: the 
mitzvah of building a guard-rail around 
an accessible roof applies regardless 
of whether the house is new or old. 
The Torah’s use of the term, “a new 
house” is therefore puzzling. As is 
often the case, by focusing on this 
apparent anomaly, new vistas of 
understanding open up before us. 

Every mitzvah is first and foremost 
a practical instruction. This practical 

instruction usually only applies in 
particular circumstances and under 
certain conditions, without which 
the mitzvah cannot be fulfilled. If my 
house does not have an accessible 
roof, I cannot fulfil the mitzvah of 
building a guard-rail. On a deeper 
level though, every mitzvah has a 
meaning that can be applied in all 
circumstances. 

Beginnings are of tremendous 
importance; as the foundation of 
everything that follows, they set 
the tone and direction for all future 
achievements. It is very hard to build 
upon a false start or weak beginning. 
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Headlines:

Many laws, relating 
to both God and to 
humans

י־ֵתֵצא ִּכֽ
Ki Teitzei

by Rabbi Daniel Walker,  
Heaton Park Hebrew Congregation



This is especially true in the arena 
of Avodat Hashem – the service 
of God - where herculean efforts 
are often needed to conquer the 
many obstacles, both internal and 
external, that such service requires. 
The strength to exert this level of 
effort is rooted in the commitment 
and enthusiasm that we show at the 
beginning. Indeed, Rabbi Nachman 
of Breslov (1772-1810) advised us to 
continuously strive to mentally start 
our performance of mitzvot afresh, in 

order to correct any deficiencies in our 
beginnings.

We encounter many new 
beginnings throughout our lives. 
The upcoming festival of Rosh 
Hashana is the ultimate new annual 
beginning, but so are many milestones 
throughout our lives: starting at a 
new school or graduating, getting a 
new job, marrying and of course the 
often-overlooked gift of awakening 
rejuvenated and refreshed every 
morning.

These are all opportunities of 
rededication to the service of God. 
If we match each new stage of our 
lives with a spiritual renewal, we 
invest those significant moments with 
holiness and we grow as Jews.

Metaphorically then, the “new 
house” can be said to refer to any 
new beginning, large or small. The 
Torah instructs us to build a ‘guard-
rail’ around them. New beginnings 
are great opportunities for spiritual 
growth, but they bring with them 
fresh challenges. To successfully 
overcome these new challenges 
and to grow from them we need 
to put in place spiritual safety 
measures, new precautions. Primarily 
though, the guard-rail is something 
placed at the top of the house. The 
Lubavitcher Rebbe, Rabbi Menachem 
Mendel Schneerson (1902-1994) 
taught that this symbolises the 
necessity to draw down inspiration 
from a source higher than us. On a 
practical level this means that we 
must aspire not just to maintaining 
our existing achievements but to 
grow by committing, at every new 
beginning, to a tangible addition to 
our performance of mitzvot and Torah 
study.

3rd Aliya (Shlishi) – 22:8-23:7
When building a new house, one must erect a fence on 
the roof to prevent someone falling off (see p.3 article). 
One must not plant certain mixtures of seeds in one’s field 
or vineyard (kilayim), nor may one plough with an ox and 
donkey together, nor wear wool and linen together in the 
same garment (sha'atnez). If a man falsely accuses his wife 
of having had pre-marital relations, a heavy fine is levied 
against him. Whilst men from Ammon and Moab (extant in 
Biblical times) are allowed to convert to Judaism, they are 
only allowed to marry fellow converts.

4th Aliya (Revi’i) – 23:8-24
A man who becomes accidentally impure must immerse 
himself in a mikveh. There is a mitzvah to look after an 
escaped slave, rather than returning him to his idolatrous 
master (see Ramban). The laws prohibiting the charging of 

interest on loans are mentioned. A vow made to bring an 
offering to the Temple must be kept within an allotted time.

5th Aliya (Chamishi) – 23:25-24:4
A labourer who is harvesting crops is allowed to eat from 
the crops whilst working, but cannot take any produce home. 
The laws of divorce are stated, including the prohibition of a 
man remarrying his ex-wife if she has had a relationship with 
another man in the meantime.

6th Aliya (Shishi) – 24:5-13
For the first year of marriage, the couple should prioritise 
spending time together; the husband is not to serve in 
the army (other than in a case of pressing national need). 
When lending money to a pauper, it is forbidden to hold 
onto security for the loan if this will cause the borrower 
discomfort.

In loving memory of Yisrael Shmuel ben Yirmaya Yehoshuah z"l

Beginnings are of tremendous 
importance; as the foundation of 
everything that follows, they set the tone 
and direction for all future achievements.



“The souls of six million 
Jews are lining up to 
greet him and to thank 
him.” This was the 
constant refrain of the 

eulogisers for Simon Wiesenthal 
whom I heard when I was, sadly, 
privileged to attend his funeral in 
September 2005. It was an arresting 
image for the man described by 
The Guardian newspaper as ”the 
Holocaust survivor who did more than 
any single individual to bring Nazi war 
criminals to justice.” 

Wiesenthal was born in 1908 in 
Buchach, Galicia, later Ukraine; a 
city with a large Jewish population.  
He suffered loss early in life; his 
father was killed in action in World 
War I and his brother died from a 
fall in 1923.  The young Wiesenthal 
graduated as an engineer and married 
Cyla Müller in 1936, having moved 
to Lvov. With the outbreak of the 
Second World War, Lvov came under 
Russian occupation. Then, in 1941, it 
fell to the Germans. Many Jews were 
sent straight to their deaths, while 
Wiesenthal, along with 80,000 other 
Jews, was forced into a ghetto. There 
he suffered poverty, hunger and forced 
labour before being deported to a 
series of concentration camps.

Eighty-nine members of Simon 
Wiesenthal’s family were murdered in 
the Holocaust. Wiesenthal’s response 

was to dedicate his life to bringing 
the perpetrators to justice, first as an 
official of the American War Crimes 
department, then through his own 
Centre in Vienna.

Given the enormity of the crimes, 
one might have thought that tracking 
down the criminals and prosecuting 
them would be easy but it was not. 
The Nazis had deliberately destroyed 
as much evidence of their genocide 
as possible; gas chambers were 
demolished and crematoria were used 
to destroy documents. Leading Nazis 
then prepared escape routes to evade 
justice. Rudolph Hoess, commandant 
of Auschwitz, disguised himself 
as a sailor, while Franz Stangl, the 
commandant of Treblinka, made his 
way to the Vatican where a cardinal 
had prepared escape routes to South 
America. Moreover, the Allies devoted 
little energy to War Crimes trials as 
a shattered Europe tried to rebuild 
amidst the emerging challenges of 
the Cold War. As the War ended, their 
focus shifted from the evils of Nazism 
to the spread of Communism. There 
were no resources to bring to trial 
every train driver, guard or bureaucrat 
who had contributed to the killing. 
Even when trials took place, victims 
often struggled to give definitive 
witness statements since they rarely 
knew the names of the concentration 
camps’ guards, and they had been 

deprived of clocks or calendars which 
would have enabled them to state 
with certainty when crimes were 
committed. But Wiesenthal would not 
allow Jewish blood to be spilled with 
impunity. He persistently gathered 
evidence, tracked down criminals and 
brought them to justice. 

While Simon Wiesenthal is famous 
for the capture and prosecution of 
Nazi war criminals, he also protected 
and supported Germans whom he 
knew had behaved honourably. He 
even invited his Nazi overseer to his 
daughter’s wedding because this man 
had treated him decently. Perhaps 
that’s what Wiesenthal meant when 
he entitled his memoirs, “Justice not 
Vengeance”.

Simon Wiesenthal’s greatest fear 
was that the Holocaust would be 
forgotten. His yahrzeit falls this week, 
16 Elul, when we will remember him 
and his battles for justice and the 
memory of the Holocaust.

Covid permitting, Rabbi Gideon Sylvester will be 
one of the educators on the March of the Living 
UK’s trips to Germany in October and Poland 
next April.  

by Rabbi Gideon Sylvester, The US’s Israel Rabbi

In memory of Yaacov ben Shmuel z"l

7th Aliya (Shevi’i) – 24:14-25:19
An employer should pay a hired labourer on the day that 
the work is done. One must not display bias for or against a 
widow or a convert. Paupers are entitled to certain leftover 

crops from the harvest in the field and the vineyard. The 
mitzvah of yibum (levirate marriage) is detailed – if a man dies 
childless, a surviving brother should marry the widow, in the 
hope that they will have children to continue the deceased’s 

Simon Wiesenthal,  
of blessed memory,1908-2005

Simon Wiesenthal



name. If the brother does not wish to marry the widow, 
he performs a ceremony called chalitzah. All weights and 
measures need to be honest and accurate. The sidrah ends 
with the verses that we also read before Purim, on Shabbat 

Zachor, entreating us to remember how Amalek attacked the 
Israelites after their departure from Egypt.

Point to Consider: What type of vineyard produce must be 
left for paupers to take? (see Rashi to 24:21)

In memory of Malka bat Peretz z"l

Elul Reflections pt 2
by Rebbetzen Vicki Belovski, Golders Green United Synagogue

Last week, we 
suggested that perhaps 
the commonly used 
verse which epitomises 

the relationship between God and 
the Jewish people during Elul (the 
month preceding Rosh Hashanah) 
“Ani l’dodi v’dodi li – I am my 
Beloved’s and my Beloved is mine” 
should be replaced instead by “Dodi 
li, v’ani lo – my Beloved is mine and 
I am His.” This suggestion is based 
on the approachability of God during 
this period - the parable of the King 
in the field.

On Rosh Hashanah we recognise 
God as King, but before we can 
do that, we must first recognise 
ourselves and the part that each 
of us plays in the Jewish people 
as a whole. The Rabbis suggest 
that there are other verses which 
also contain the initial letters of 
Elul, helping us to achieve this 
perspective during this period.

In parashat Nitzavim, which 
we will read just before Rosh 
Hashanah, we find the verse “Umol 
Hashem Elokecha et levavcha v’et 
levav zarecha – The Lord, your God, 
will circumcise your heart and the 
heart of your offspring” (Devarim 
30:6). The idea of circumcision is 
used here as a metaphor for the 
concept of removing the barrier 
between the Jews and God, and 

is linked to the month of Elul 
when we also strive to remove 
any barriers between us and God.
Similarly, we must acknowledge 
that every individual is also a part 
of the Jewish people as a whole, 
as we find in the verse in Esther 
(9:22) from which we learn two 
of the key mitzvot of Purim, and 
which also contains the letters 
of Elul: “Mishloach manot ish 
l’reiehu u’matanot le’evyonim – [an 
occasion for] sending presents to 
one another and gifts to the poor”. 
The Purim mitzvot are designed 
to unite people, as a response to 
Haman’s accusation that we were 
“mefuzar u’m’forad - scattered and 
dispersed”. So too, as we approach 
Rosh Hashanah, we want to 
emphasise our unity before God.

If we do not know who we are, 
both as individuals and as a nation, 
it will be much harder for us to 
recognise God, even if He comes 
out to meet us. Elul is a time for 
introspection, a reassessment of our 
role and place in the community. If 
we break down the barrier between 
ourselves and God, and strengthen 
our relationships with other people, 
we will have a solid understanding 
of who we are and our place in the 
world. It is only once we have this 
and are confident in our identity, 
both as individuals and as part of 
the Jewish people - that we know 
who the “ani - I” is - that we can 
recognise that God is in fact “Dodi, 
my beloved”. At that point, we will 
see that “Dodi li, my beloved is 
mine” - the King is in the field, God 
is right there, waiting for us.

Hence, although it is unusual 
to place ourselves first, before 
God, and notwithstanding His 
accessibility at this time of the year, 
the original verse “Ani l’dodi v’dodi 
li”, is an accurate representation 
of our relationship with God during 
Elul.

To be continued.

On Rosh Hashanah we 
recognise God as King, 
but before we can do 
that, we must first 
recognise ourselves 
and the part that each 
of us plays in the Jewish 
people as a whole.



In memory of Avraham ben Yehoshua z"l

In chapter 4, the 
Philistines inflicted 
a devastating 
military defeat on 
the Israelites and 

captured the Ark of the Covenant. 
The Philistine enemy rejoiced, 
believing their victory proved that 
the God of Israel is weak. The events 
of chapter 5 come to teach the 
opposite: the defeat was caused by 
the sins of the Jewish people, not by 
the powerlessness of their God.

The Philistines take the Ark to 
Ashdod and place it before their idol, 
Dagon. Rabbi Shimon ben Lakish 
explains that they said, “This one is 
victorious, and this one is defeated; 
let the defeated one come and 
serve the victorious one" (Midrash 
Shmuel Chapter 11). They did this to 
humiliate God, believing that their 
victory showed that their pagan gods 
were stronger. 

The next morning, however, they 
find that their idol has “fallen upon 
its face” before the Ark. They put it 
back in its place, but again the next 
morning it has fallen over. This time, 

its head and hands have broken off 
too. This is a sign of submission. 
Falling upon one’s face is a biblical 
symbol of deference to a higher 
power. The severing of one’s head 
and hands is an act of humiliation, 
as seen elsewhere in the Tanach 
(Hebrew Bible), often in the context 
of warfare.

The second half of chapter 5 
describes the terrible physical 
affliction suffered by the Philistine 
inhabitants of Ashdod. They attribute 
their suffering to the presence of 
the Ark and decide to send it to 
another Philistine city: Gat. In Gat, 
the affliction is even greater, causing 
great panic, and so they send it on to 
Ekron, where many people die. The 
text states that “the hand of God was 
heavy there” (1 Shmuel 5:11). This 
entire incident demonstrates to the 
Philistines that their victory in war 
did not mean that the God of Israel is 
weak. On the contrary, God displays 
His immense power causing them 
untold suffering. By the end of the 
chapter, the Philistines repeatedly 
refer to the Ark as “the Ark of the God 

of Israel”, showing that they have 
finally heeded the message.

There are many linguistic 
similarities between this chapter 
and the passages in Sefer Shemot 
(Exodus) that recount the plagues 
inflicted on the Egyptians. For 
example, the word magefa (plague) 
is used in both accounts (see Shemot 
9:14 and 1 Shmuel 6:4). Additionally, 
in both cases the plagues come 
from the “hand of God” (see Shemot 
9:3 and 1 Shmuel 5:6). During the 
plagues, God demonstrated His 
power to Egypt and the whole world 
through the miraculous events. 
Similarly, here, God is using the Ark 
to display His great power to the 
Philistines and other non-Jewish 
nations. They can no longer speak of 
a Philistine victory over the Jewish 
people; both nations are struck by 
the sovereignty of God.

The Jewish people also need to 
heed this message due to their lowly 
spiritual state. We will continue this 
story in the next chapter, and see 
whether or not the Jewish people 
have taken the lesson on board.

Sefer Shmuel  (the Book of Samuel)

Chapter 5:  
The Ark Causes Chaos
by Pnina Savery, US Jewish Living Educator and  
Participant in the Chief Rabbi’s Ma’ayan Programme

Haftarah
Taken from the book of Yeshaya, this is the fourth of the 
‘haftarot of consolation’ read after Tisha B’Av. Yeshaya calls 
out to Jerusalem to no longer be desolate and barren, but to 
break out into jubilant song, in celebration of God showing 
her eternal kindness and mercy. The haftarah of Re’eh (which 

was not read two weeks ago due to Shabbat Rosh Chodesh) 
is added in many communities, in which Yeshaya prophesies 
about a messianic future in which “all of God’s children will 
be His students” and the Jews will be protected from any 
harm.
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