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“You shall cover [the ark] with pure gold... from the cover you 
shall make the Cherubim at its two ends”  

(Shemot 25:11,19)
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Parashat Zachor 
The Fast of Esther is on 

Thursday, starting in Lon-
don at 5:17am and ending 

at 6:14pm
Purim is on Thursday night 

and Friday

Shabbat ends:
London 6.12pm

Sheffield 6.19pm
Glasgow 6.26pm

Edinburgh 6.10pm
Birmingham 6.17pm
Southport 6.26pm  
Jerusalem 6.04pm

רּוָמה TERUMAHְּתְ

Please look regularly at the social media and websites of the 

US, Tribe and your community for ongoing updates relating to 

Coronavirus as well as educational programming and community 

support.
You do not need to sign into Facebook to access the US 

Facebook page. The US Coronavirus Helpline is on 020 8343 5696.

May God bless us and the whole world.

In loving memory of Harav Yitzchak Yoel ben Shlomo Halevi z”l

Terumah: 
Artscroll p444 

Hertz p326 
Soncino p500

Maftir (Zachor): 
Artscroll p1066 

Hertz p856 
Soncino p1114

 Haftarah (Zachor): 
Artscroll p1214 

Hertz p995 
Soncino p1192

If you are not hearing 
Parashat Zachor in shul, 
read it at home instead 

from a Chumash.



1st Aliya (Kohen) – Shemot 25:1-16
God tells Moshe to ask the Jews for voluntary offerings towards the construction 
and functioning of the Mishkan (Tabernacle). The materials needed are gold, 
silver and copper; turquoise, purple and scarlet wool; linen, goat hair, dyed ram 
skins, skins of the tachash animal, acacia wood, oil, specific spices and particular 
precious stones (for placing in the Kohen Gadol’s garments). 
God then instructs Moshe about how to make different features of the Mishkan: 
The aron (ark) was made from acacia wood, plated with gold on both the 
inside and outside, and with a gold zer (crown) around the top. It had four gold 
rings attached to it, two on each side, with a gold-plated wooden stave left 
permanently between each pair of rings, in order to carry the aron. The Tablets of 
the Ten Commandments were placed in the aron.

Point to Consider: What is the deeper message of the aron being plated with 
gold not just on the outside, but also the inside, even though the inside was not 
visible? (25:11)

Sidra Summary

Dynamic and 
Relevant
by Rabbi Meir Shindler, Richmond United Synagogue

Despite the restrictions 
of the past year, we are 
nevertheless a society 
that is more on-the-

move than ever before. Technology 
is designed to be lighter, smaller and 
more robust to handle the strains 
and stresses of being moved about, 
jostled and shaken as we take it with 
us. Devices need to be more portable, 
enabling busy workers to multi-task on 
the fly. There is even a huge industry 
for meals ‘on-the-go’.

For the Israelites in the desert too, 
life was never settled. Moving from 
one location to another at a moment’s 
notice meant that even worship had 
to be developed with portability in 
mind. The Mishkan, Tabernacle, was 

a temporary structure that could be 
easily constructed and dismantled. 
But this structure was merely the 
housing for special furnishings, all of 
which had their own means by which 
they could be transported by the 
Levites as they travelled in the desert. 
Primarily, all of the significant vessels 
of the Mishkan had poles, attached by 
rings, which were used to carry those 
utensils from place to place. However, 
when it was time to set up camp and 
construct the Mishkan, these poles 
were removed as they were not 
integral to the vessels themselves.

The one noticeable exception to 
this rule was the Aron, the Ark of 
the Covenant, which contained the 
Tablets of Stone. The Torah teaches 
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2nd Aliya (Levi) – 25:17-30
The kaporet (cover) of the aron was made of pure gold, with 
two cherubs moulded on top, facing one another and with 
their wings touching. The shulchan (table) was made from 
gold-plated acacia wood, with a gold zer (crown) on its 
misgeret (lid). It had rings and staves to carry it, like the aron. 
The lechem hapanim (show bread ) was placed on it.

3rd Aliya (Shlishi) – 25:31-26:14
The menorah was hammered from one piece of pure gold, 
with seven lamps. The Mishkan had ten yiriyot (curtains), 
made of linen and patterned wool, with golden hooks joining 
them together. 
The ohel (tent), draped over the Mishkan, was made of 11 
curtains of goat hair, with a further double michseh (cover) 
on top, one made from dyed ram skins, the other from 
tachash skins.

4th Aliya (Revi’i) – 26:15-30
The kerashim (planks) and their enjoining bars were made 
from gold-plated acacia wood.

5th Aliya (Chamishi) – 26:31-37
The parochet (partition) was made of wool and linen. It was 
placed on the southern side of the Mishkan, to cordon off 
the Kodesh HaKodashim (Holy of Holies) area, which housed 
the aron.

6th Aliya (Shishi) – 27:1-8
The mizbeach (altar) was made of copper-plated wood, with 
four corner pieces and staves attached to rings to carry it.

7th Aliya (Shevi’i) – 27:9-19
The chatzer (courtyard) surrounded the Mishkan; its outer 
‘fence’ was made of linen yiriyot (curtains), attached to 
wooden pillars.

Dynamic and 
Relevant

In loving memory of Chaya Rachel bat Moshe Ben-tzion z”l

us that: ‘the poles shall remain in 
the rings of the Ark; they shall never 
depart from it’ (Shemot 25:15). Rabbi 
Shimshon Raphael Hirsch (1808-1888) 
writes that in the Temple these poles 
protruded into the curtains and so for 
most of the people this was the only 
visible evidence of the existence of 
the Aron.

The essential nature of the 
portability of the Aron demonstrates 
an understanding that Torah itself is 
not limited by location. Indeed, there 
are places of more intense sanctity, 
such as the Temple, Synagogues or 
Houses of Study. But the Torah and 
its values are not limited to these 
spiritual epicentres, nor to any specific 

era in history. They are dynamic and 
timeless.

When we examine the Aron we 
find that this theme is perpetuated 
in other elements of its structural 
design. It is made from cedar wood, 
overlayed both on the inside and the 
outside with pure gold. These two 
materials are opposites. Wood, a 
product of trees, represents growth 
and expansion, whereas the inert 
gold overlay symbolises rigidity, 
protecting what is already there. 
Torah provides a rigid framework 
of principles and values which we 
must adhere to regardless of location 
or time, and yet it provides an 
expansive tapestry of thoughts, ideas 

and applications with which to live 
by and delve deeply into. 

The Cherubim were two ‘angelic’ 
beings which stood facing each 
other, protecting and preserving 
that which was within the Aron: 
the Torah, the covenant. Yet we are 
told that ‘The Cherubim shall spread 
their wings upward, shielding the 
cover with their wings’ (ibid. 25:20). 
They act as guardians, and at the 
same time ‘spread their wings 
upwards’, preserving the dynamism 
of Torah. They represent people who 
are looking to be constantly on the 
move like birds, growing, looking to 
ensure that the Torah they live by is 
transformative and can enable them 
to achieve new spiritual heights. 
This is the people we aspire to be.

The essential nature 
of the portability of the 
Aron demonstrates 
an understanding 
that Torah itself is not 
limited by location.



Tragically, for many in our 
community, the arrival 
of Purim will trigger 
anxiety associated with 

the outbreak of coronavirus. For those 
who have suffered, it may take time to 
re-embrace the festival as one of the 
happiest days of the Hebrew calendar. 
But that process of engagement is 
an integral element of the Purim 
commemoration. 

At the end of chapter 6 of the 
Megillah, to our surprise, Esther 
invited Haman, along with King 
Achashveirosh, as the only guests to a 
party. Why did Esther invite Haman to 
the party? Our Rabbis offer a number 
of ideas. 

Rashi (1040-1105) says that her 
goal was to lead King Achashveirosh 
to assume something was going on 
between Haman and herself. This 
would evoke jealousy on the part of the 
king, leading, she hoped, to Haman’s 
execution. 

Conversely, Rabbi Moshe Alshich, 
also known as ‘the Alshich’ (1508-
1593), suggests that by inviting Haman, 

Esther wanted to demonstrate that 
her accusation was not on account of 
any personal animosity she harboured 
towards him.

A third, much earlier, approach is 
found in the Talmud. Rabbi Nechemia 
teaches (Talmud Megillah 15b) that 
Haman was invited so that the Jews 
would not say, ‘We have a sister in the 
palace,’ and consequently not occupy 
themselves in prayer and teshuvah 
(repentance). Her befriending of Haman 
would cause them to turn their eyes 
Heavenward in supplication, thinking, 
‘We have nothing else to rely upon but 
our Father in Heaven.’ 

What led to the salvation of the 
Jewish people from the wicked 
Haman? Was it Esther’s advocacy? 
Yes. Was it prayer and teshuvah? Yes. 
Both were integral to the redemption.  
On account of our prayers, God sent 
salvation through the medium of Esther. 

That is how the universe operates. 
For blessing to enter this world, we 
require prayer as well as an earthly 
medium for the blessing. So, for 
example, work + prayer = livelihood. 

Right now, we find ourselves in 
the midst of a terrible pandemic. We 
must be engaged with all the vehicles 
that stop the spread of coronavirus 
– from masks to social distancing to 
vaccination. But we must not forget the 
second element of the equation, the 
spiritual factor. 

Miraculously, multiple vaccines have 
been developed in a matter of mere 
months. We must, however, continue 
to be vigilant in our efforts to prevent 
the spread of the virus. At the same 
time, we must pray that the vaccine 
be powerful enough to stand up to any 
mutant strains. In other words: vaccine 
+ prayer = life.

Towards the end of the Megillah, 
we read (9:27), “The Jews fulfilled and 
accepted... to make these two days 
(of Purim)... each year.” Our Sages 
explain (Talmud Shabbat 88b) that 
until now they had fulfilled the mitzvot 
perfunctorily. Now, they finally made a 
voluntary, conscious decision to invest 
in their Judaism. For some people 
this year, it will take a huge effort to 
engage enthusiastically with Purim. 
But that is Esther’s message. It is no 
longer enough to just ‘fulfil’ Purim. 
This year, let’s truly ‘accept’ Heaven, 
knowing that despite the Purim (the 
Hebrew word ‘Purim’ literally means 
‘lotteries’) – of life, we have the 
power to infuse our Earthly actions 
with Heavenly spirit. 

Actions + Spirit = Purim
This year, Purim won’t ‘just’ 

happen. We get to choose whether to 
make it happen in the best sense that 
we can. May we infuse every aspect 
of our lives with Heavenly devotion 
and spiritual vigour!

by Rabbi Daniel Friedman, 
Hampstead Garden Suburb Synagogue

Maftir (Devarim 25:17-19)
The special reading for Parashat Zachor is from the end 
of Parashat Ki Tetze, commanding us to remember how 
the Amalekite nation started a war against the Israelites 
after they left Egypt, as well as the imperative to eradicate 
Amalek.

Haftarah for Parashat Zachor
The prophet Shmuel (Samuel) relates how King Shaul 
(Saul) defeated Amalek, but took pity on their king, Agag. In 
defiance of a Divine command, Shaul refrained from killing 
Agag, as well as sparing his cattle. Shmuel rebuked Shaul 
and told him that he would lose the monarchy because of 
this misplaced mercy. Shmuel himself then killed Agag.



In memory of Yehuda ben Yaakov HaCohen z”l

Purim: Casting Lots 
by Rabbi Steven Dansky, Cranbrook United Synagogue

Purim celebrates the 
foiling of Haman’s 
plot to destroy the 
Jewish people all on 

one day - the 13th of Adar.  The 
name ‘Purim’ is derived from the 
word pur, lottery, and refers to 
the lots that Haman drew in order 
to decide the exact day of the 
Jews’ demise.  As we all know, 
the day turned into a day of joy 
with the overthrow of Haman’s 
plan in Persia and all its 127 
provinces.

 Our sages point out that Purim 
shares the same root as Yom 
Kippur, the Day of Atonement on 
which we fast. On the surface, a 
significant connection between 
the two is the fasting that the 
Jews engaged in, in solidarity with 
Esther’s fast which she undertook 
for three days.  Only then did she 
feel ready to begin the supplication 
before King Achashveirosh, which 
led eventually to Haman’s downfall.

However, I believe that there 
is a deeper connection between 
the two days.  When the Temple 
stood, the High Priest also carried 
out a lottery, which was placed 
upon two goats, as part of his Yom 
Kippur service.  The goats were 
similar in all ways.  The manner 
of ascertaining which goat was 
to be brought as a sacrifice and 
consequently which goat would be 
sent to the wilderness, would be 
through a lottery.

Rabbi Don Isaac Abarbanel 
(1437-1508) explains the 

significance of these lots.  Just as 
the goats were identical, there was 
a set of twins who started their 
lives on the same spiritual level - 
Jacob and Esau.  However, as they 
grew up, they chose different paths.  
Esau chose a life of physicality, 
while Jacob espoused a world of 
Godliness.  These two goats are a 
representation of the two brothers 
going in separate directions, one 
to the wilderness, the other to the 
Temple.  The Jews watching this 
spectacle were meant to introspect 
about who they were, whether they 
had kept faithful to their assigned 
tasks to spread spirituality in the 
world, or whether they had strayed 
in their behaviour and thoughts.

Let’s apply this idea to Purim.  
Haman drew lots in a contorted 
version of this lottery in which he 
and his people were the winners, 
whilst the Jewish people were no 
longer the ones chosen by God.

Haman’s success at the beginning 
of his campaign to destroy the Jews, 
exemplified by the support of King 
Achashveirosh, was significant 
in that it alluded to a deviation 
the Jews had made from their 
spiritual roots.  They had enjoyed 
Achashveirosh’s feast and had 
become resigned to and accepting 
of their place in the diaspora.  Esther 
reminded the Jews of who they truly 
were, asking them to fast and to 
pray, in this way remembering their 
roots and obligations.

Perhaps this is one of the 
reasons that we wear masks on 
Purim, signifying how close we 
came at the time of Purim to 
masking our Jewish identity.

Purim is more than a festival 
commemorating the defeat of the 
enemy; it is a celebration of Jewish 
identity, of the eternal responsibility 
of the Jew to actively remember 
their heritage.



Chapter 13 begins with 
the familiar refrain: 
“The children of Israel 
continued to do what 

was evil in the eyes of God” (13:1). 
As a result, God delivers them into 
the hands of the Philistines for forty 
years. The cycle of sin and punish-
ment is still unbroken. However, the 
difference is that the enemy is new. 
The Philistines, who most likely 
originated in the Greek islands, lived 
in the coastal plains of Israel. They 
had a strong army with modern 
technology and would cause prob-
lems for the Jewish people from 
now until the reign of King David.

Following this opening verse, 
the chapter focuses solely on the 
birth of the new shofet (judge), 
Shimshon (Samson). Shimshon’s 
father, Manoach, from the tribe 
of Dan, and his wife have been 
childless. Manoach’s wife, who is 
not named, is visited by an angel 
of God who informs her that she 
will have a son who will save the 
Jewish people from the Philistine 
enemy. This is similar to other sto-
ries about barren women who are 
given Divine assurance about the 
future birth of their children, such 
as Sarah (Bereishit, Chapter 21) 
or Chana (Shmuel I, Chapters 1-2). 
However, here a unique set of rules 
is given: the child must be a “nazir 
of God from the womb” (13:5). He 
may not shave or drink wine.

The woman reports this to her 
husband, Manoach, leaving out 
some of the key details. Manoach 
prays for God to send them more 
information. The angel appears a 
second time and tells Manoach to 
listen to what his wife has said. 
The father never hears the part of 
the prophecy that Shimshon will 
save the Jewish people from the 
Philistines. The Abarbanel (1437-
1508) explains that the mother 
feared that if the prophecy was 
commonly known, the Philistines 
would kill her to prevent her son 
being born. The child is born, and 
the mother names him Shimshon.

Questions about Shimshon’s story
The concept of a nazir and its rules 
are outlined in the Torah (Bemid-
bar, Chapter 6). Being a nazir is an 
elevated status that one can choose 
to accept upon oneself for a period 
of time. It is questionable whether 
this is an ideal state or not. This 
story is unique in that Shimshon has 
this nazirite status forced upon him. 

Additionally, Chapter 13 focuses 
entirely on Shimshon’s birth story. In 
fact, it discusses his parents more 
than him. His father is presented as 
a secondary character and is even 
described in the Talmud as an igno-
ramus (Eruvin 18b). Meanwhile, his 
mother is not named, which is often 
seen as a criticism to indicate her 
lack of spiritual accomplishment. 

Why is so much detail surround-
ing his birth given by the text?

One approach is that both the 
nazirite status and detailed birth 
story serve to differentiate Shim-
shon from all preceding shofetim. 
The previous chapters tell stories 
of civil war, military struggles, 
social problems and spiritual 
decline. The situation is becoming 
desperate. By marking Shimshon 
out as something special, God is 
conveying a message of unexpected 
hope that matters can improve. 

The real question is whether 
Shimshon can live up to this 
prophecy. This discussion will 
continue over the next few chapters.

Sefer Shofetim (the Book of Judges)

Chapter 13:  
The Birth of Shimshon
by Pnina Savery, US Jewish Living Educator

 Being a nazir is an 
elevated status 
that one can 
choose to accept 
upon oneself for a 
period of time.
This story is unique 
in that Shimshon 
has this nazirite 
status forced upon 
him.

In memory of Yisrael Shmuel ben Yirmaya Yehoshuah z”l



The United Synagogue and Tribe are delighted to invite you 
to a fabulous feast of events to celebrate… 

Celebrating 150 Years

THURSDAY
5:20pm

6:14pm

6:30pm

7:15pm

7:45pm

7:45pm

8:30pm

9:15pm

10:30pm 

FRIDAY 
Early Megillah Reading 

Online Shacharit 

Early Megillah Reading 

Megillah Reading 

Explanatory Megillah Reading 

Women’s Megillah Reading 

Megillah Reading 

Tribe’s Family Kahoot Quiz

Family Megillah Reading 

Kabbalat Shabbat Live! with Rabbi Eli and South Hampstead Synagogue

THURSDAY 25 - FRIDAY 26 FEBRUARY

7:00am

7:45am

8:30am

9:00am

10:30am

11:30am

12:30pm

1:15pm

1:45pm

4:15pm 

Watch via facebook.com/UnitedSynagogueUK

Watch at www.TheUS.tv/purim2021
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H GUIDANCE FOR US MEMBERS:

Ordinarily, adults have an obligation 

to hear the megillah in person both in 

the evening and day of Purim. If you can 

hear a reading in shul or from somebody else 

whilst complying with government and US Covid 

regulations, or if you can read it yourself from a 

kosher scroll, then you should do so.  

 

If owing to Covid restrictions it is not possible, 

then you should listen to one of the live 

recitals we are broadcasting, rather 

than a recording. 

Tribe’s Purim Adventure with Captain Calamity

Fast Ends & Ma’ariv         | Story Time with Tribe

Tribe’s Family Megillah Reading

Purim Musical Extravaganza with Eitan Freilich and Luis Herszaft  

US Communities Women’s Megillah Reading hosted by HGSS

Megillah Reading           |   BGT Finalist, Illusionist Josh Horus

Fast Megillah Reading 

Young US Cocktail Making  (visit theus.org.uk/cocktails)

Late Megillah Reading 




