
בס״ד

In loving memory of Chaim ben Moshe Bentzion z"l

Da
f H

as
ha

vu
a

ֲחֵרי מֹות-ְקדִֹׁשים ַאֽ
ACHAREI MOT-KEDOSHIM

“You shall love your fellow as yourself – I am God.”  
(Vayikra 19:18)
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Please look regularly at 
the social media and 
websites of the US, Tribe 
and your community for 
ongoing updates relating 
to Coronavirus as well as 
educational programming and 
community support.

You do not need to sign 
into Facebook to access the 
US Facebook page. The US 
Coronavirus Helpline is on  
020 8343 5696.

May God bless us and the 
whole world.
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1st Aliya (Kohen) – Vayikra 16:1-24
God speaks to Moshe after the death of two of Aharon’s sons (recorded in parashat 
Shemini). Moshe is told to warn Aharon, the Kohen Gadol, not to enter the Holy 
of Holies (Kodesh Hakodashim) area of the Mishkan (Tabernacle), except on Yom 
Kippur. The sidrah now details the Yom Kippur service in the Mishkan: Aharon 
will have to bring a bull as a chatat (sin offering) and a ram as an olah (elevation 
offering). The people will provide two male goats. Aharon must place lots on the 
two goats, designating one to be a chatat and the other to be thrown off a cliff in the 
wilderness. Inside the Kodesh Hakodashim, Aharon will bring an incense offering 
(ketoret). He will also sprinkle blood from the various offerings in specific areas of 
the Mishkan.

Sidra Summary

Sidra breakdown

6th & 7th Sidrot in:

ַוִּיְקָרא
Vayikra

By Numbers:

144 verses
2,038 words
7,523 letters
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Are you reading this with 
your mask on? If not, are 
you sure no one is giving 
you disapproving looks 
or questioning why they 

cannot see your exemption badge?
Amongst the destruction that Covid 

has wrought in the community is the 
development of much greater distrust 
and disagreement. I have seen angry 
verbal exchanges in kosher shops over 
people not wearing masks. I know of 

shuls that have lost members because 
of a perception that their application 
of Corona protocols was too draconian 
and of others where people left after 
seeing what they perceived as too 
much laxity and disdain for public 
safety. I even know of a shul that lost 
people to both arguments! It reminds 
me of the old adage that ‘if you stay 
in the middle of the road, you get run 
over’. 

The sidra of Kedoshim is replete 

Is Your 
Behaviour 
Any of My 
Business? 
By Rabbi Natan Fagleman,  
Allerton Hebrew Congregation, Liverpool 



2nd Aliya (Levi) – 16:25-17:7
The Israelites are commanded to fast on Yom Kippur. When 
Yom Kippur arrives, Aharon does exactly as commanded 
by God. His special service is to be repeated every year by 
future incumbents of his office. It is forbidden to bring an 
animal offering anywhere other than the Mishkan.

3rd Aliya (Shlishi) – 17:8-18:21
It is forbidden to consume the blood of any animal (Rashi). 
After doing shechita (slaughter) on kosher fowl or non-
domesticated animals, there is a mitzvah to cover the blood. 
The laws of forbidden relationships are listed, such as with 
close relatives, or with another’s spouse.

4th Aliya (Revi’i) – 18:22-19:14
The nation’s well-being in the Land is dependent upon 
adhering to the laws about forbidden relationships.
[This week’s second sidrah, Kedoshim, contains many 
mitzvot, a selection of which has been included here]. We are 
commanded to revere our parents and to observe Shabbat. 
Offerings need to be eaten within their designated time. 
When harvesting one’s field or vineyard, certain produce 
needs to be left over for paupers to take free of charge. One 
may not place a stumbling block in front of a blind person.

5th Aliya (Chamishi) – 19:15-32 
A judge is not allowed to favour any litigant. It is forbidden 
to harbour hatred or to seek revenge. You shall “love your 

In loving memory of Harav Yisrael ben Uriah z"l

with mitzvot. One of them is ‘You 
shall surely rebuke your fellow, and 
you shall not bear a sin over him’ 
(19:17). The first part of this verse 
seems reasonably straightforward 
and is understood to be an 
expression of the greater principle 
that ‘kol Yisrael arevim zeh lazeh’ 
(Talmud Shavuot 39a), that as Jews 
we are responsible for one another. 
As such, we cannot stand idly by 
whilst others sin. We have to try to 
stop them.

However, the second half of 
the verse is more difficult. How, by 
offering rebuke, will I ‘bear sin over 
him’ when that is the opposite of 

what I am trying to achieve? Rashi 
(1040-1105) explains that if you 
embarrass the person you are 
rebuking, you are committing a 
sin. This is an important guideline 
for the mitzvah. It must be done 
carefully, discreetly and very gently. 

The great sage known as the 
Chafetz Chaim (1838-1933) had 
a yeshivah in the Polish town of 
Radin. One of the boys was once 
caught smoking on Shabbat. The 
Chafetz Chaim was told about 
it, and he summoned the boy to 
his room. The boy stayed in the 
rabbi’s room for about two minutes 
and afterwards he kept Shabbat 

scrupulously.
Many years later the boy 

revealed how the meeting had gone.
“When I was called to the 

Chafetz Chaim’s room,” he said, “I 
was terrified. How could I justify 
smoking on Shabbat? I walked into 
his room, and there he was, his holy 
face distorted in a grimace of pain. 
He walked over to me, his head 
barely reaching to my chest, and he 
took my hand in his. ‘Shabbos,’ he 
said softly, and he began to weep. 
After a minute, he looked up at me 
and said it again, ‘Shabbos.’ His 
hot tears dripped onto my hands, 
and the sound of his weeping 
penetrated my heart”. 

The Chafetz Chaim did not shout, 
insult or belittle. He gently but 
powerfully impressed on his student 
the sacred nature of Shabbat. It was 
the most effective rebuke he could 
have given.

Sometimes, we have an 
obligation to say something. To 
be effective, we have to give the 
matter careful thought to ensure 
that the other person feels valued 
and loved despite our misgivings 
about their behaviour. Only then are 
our words likely to make a positive 
difference. 

It reminds me of the old adage that 
‘if you stay in the middle of the road, 
you get run over’. 



In memory of Mordechai Avraham ben Nechemia z"l

No Excuses

This aspect of Pesach Sheni, according 
to the Chizkuni, therefore informs us 
that God will always offer a second 
chance if we fall short, as long as we 
are sincere

In the first year after 
the Exodus, the Jewish 
people were instructed 
to bring the Paschal 

sacrifice on the 14th of Nissan and 
eat it that evening, just as they 
had done the previous year on 
the inaugural seder night. There 
were individuals, however, who 
had become ritually impure and 
could not bring the offering. They 
approached Moshe, complaining 
they had missed out on this mitzvah:

"We are ritually unclean (because 
of contact) with a dead person, but 
why should we be deprived, that we 
may not bring the offering of God 
in its appointed season among the 
children of Israel?" (Bemidbar 9:7).

In response, God established 14th 
of Iyar as ‘Pesach Sheni’, a second 
Passover. Anyone who was not able 
to bring a Pesach offering on 14th 
of Nisan, due to being in a state 
of impurity, or was on a “distant 
journey” at that time was given 
the opportunity to bring the Pesach 
offering exactly one month later, on 
Pesach Sheni, and eat it together 
with matzah and marror.

The Torah’s words for “a distant 
journey” are דרך רחוקׄה (derech 
rechokah), with a dot over the ה. 
The Chizkuni (Rabbi Chizkiah ben 
Manoach, c. 13th century) suggests 
that this denotes “a person who 
is spiritually on a journey that had 
estranged him from Judaism and 
God”. The reason that he did not 

bring the Pesach offering was not 
due to being in a state of ritual 
impurity through no fault of his 
own, but because he himself was 
estranged from Judaism.

This aspect of Pesach Sheni, 
according to the Chizkuni, therefore 
informs us that God will always offer 
a second chance if we fall short, as 
long as we are sincere, but not if we 
make excuses or pass the buck.

Adam, King Shaul (Saul) and King 
David all had shortcomings, yet only 
King David was forgiven.

God was prepared to forgive 
Adam when He famously asked 
‘’Have you eaten from the tree of 
which I commanded you not to 
eat?" (Bereishit 3:11). This was 
the opening for Adam to admit 
he had sinned, but he missed the 
opportunity and instead blamed 
his wife Chava (Eve), who in turn 
blamed the serpent.

A similar incident occurred with 
King Shaul when he spared the 
Amalekite King Agag and the best of 
the cattle against clear instructions 
from the prophet Shmuel (Samuel) 

to destroy everything. When Shmuel 
confronted him (see Shmuel I 15:19) 
this was the opening for Shaul to 
admit he had sinned, but he missed 
it and tried to justify his actions.

In contrast to the above, when 
King David sinned in the incident 
with Batsheva, Natan the prophet 
rebuked him and David immediately 
confessed his sin, ‘’And David said 
to Natan, ‘I have sinned against the 
Lord.’ And Natan said to David, ‘Also 
the Lord has removed your sin; you 
shall not die’’’ (Shmuel II 12:13).

Although King David was 
punished, he was immediately given 
a second chance which was denied 
to Adam and Shaul due to their lack 
of integrity and courage to admit 
they had sinned.

In life, occasionally we make 
mistakes and fall short. Pesach 
Sheni tells us that there is always a 
second chance, when we can mend 
our mistakes with the same level of 
sincerity as those who wanted to 
bring the first ever Pesach Sheni. 

Pesach Sheni is on Monday

by Rabbi Rafi Goodwin,  
Assistant Rabbi, Chigwell & Hainault United Synagogue 



Lag BaOmer: Rebuilding
Lag BaOmer, the 33rd 
day of the Omer, is a 
day of celebration on 
which many of the acts 

of mourning observed during the 
Omer period are paused. What is the 
celebration all about?  

As well as being the yahrzeit of 
the Talmudic sage Rabbi Shimon 
bar Yochai (d. 160 CE), Rabbi Yaakov 
ben Asher (1269-1343) writes in his 
halachic work, the Tur (OC 493), that 
Lag BaOmer is the day the students 
of Rabbi Akiva (d. 135 CE) stopped 
dying. The Talmud (Yevamot 62b) 
describes how during the period 
of Sefirat HaOmer (the period from 
Pesach to Shavuot), Rabbi Akiva’s 
24,000 students died because they 
did not behave with proper respect 
for one another. Clearly the question 
has to be asked: if all of the students 
had now died, what is the big 
celebration!?  

Rabbi Chizkiyah Da Silva 
(1659-1698), commonly known 
as the Pri Chadash, which is 
the name of his commentary 
to the Shulchan Aruch, 
answers (493:2) “maybe the 
simcha (joy) is due to those 
students whom Rabbi Akiva 
added later, who did not 
die like the others”. The Pri 

Chadash explains that after the tragic 
death of his students, Rabbi Akiva 
went and taught five new students: 
Rabbi Meir, Rabbi Yehuda, Rabbi 
Yosi, Rabbi Shimon bar Yochai and 
Rabbi Elazar ben Shamua. After such 
destruction, Rabbi Akiva did not 
give up; rather, he started to rebuild. 
These five were the students who 
were able to transmit Torah and our 
traditions to the next generation. 
Some suggest that it was actually on 
Lag BaOmer itself that Rabbi Akiva 
began teaching these students. Rabbi 
Akiva’s students did not die when 
he was in his youth; the Midrashic 
work, Avot D’Rabbi Natan teaches 
that Rabbi Akiva only started to 
learn Torah himself at the age of 40, 
followed by 24 years of learning in 
yeshiva. We can see that Rabbi Akiva 
was at least 64 years of age when he 
started to rebuild all he had lost.  

In his autobiography Out of the 
Depths, Rabbi Yisrael Meir Lau shares 
his incredible life story, from living 
through the Holocaust as a young 
child to rebuilding his life in Israel. 
Rabbi Lau was born in 1937 in the 
Polish town of Piotrków. At age five, 
his family was torn apart when his 
father and brother were taken to the 
death camps, and he later discovered 
his mother had also been murdered 
by the Nazis. Rabbi Lau became the 
youngest survivor of Buchenwald 
and, after liberation, made his way 
to Israel with his brother, Naphtali.  
After having witnessed so much 
death and destruction at such a young 
age, I can hardly imagine how Rabbi 
Lau was able to rebuild his life. Rabbi 
Lau went on to become the 38th 
generation in an unbroken chain of 
rabbis in his family and became Chief 
Rabbi of Israel in 1993.  

Rabbi Akiva and Rabbi Lau both 
experienced tremendous losses but 
rebuilt their lives and continued 
our chain of Jewish tradition. Lag 
BaOmer celebrates Rabbi Akiva’s 
rebuilding and, as we celebrate, 
let it be a reminder to us that we 
too always have the opportunity to 
rebuild ourselves.

Lag BaOmer is on Friday

In memory of Tzemach ben Yisrael z"l

fellow as yourself”. Eating the fruit of a tree during the first 
three years of growth is forbidden. In its fourth year, the fruit 
has to be eaten in Jerusalem. It is forbidden to cut one’s skin in 
mourning. There is a mitzvah to stand up in the presence of a 
Torah scholar and an elderly person. 

Point to Consider: what did Rabbi Akiva comment on 

the mitzvah to “love your fellow as yourself”? (see Rashi 
to 19:18)

6th Aliya (Shishi) – 19:33-20:7
One must have accurate scales, weights and measures. There 
was a severe prohibition against giving one’s children over to 
an ancient cult called ‘Molech’.

by Luis Herszaft, Tribe Israel team



7th Aliya (Shevi’i) – 20:8-27
Cursing one’s parents is forbidden. The punishments for the 
forbidden relationships detailed in the 3rd aliya (Shlishi) are 
listed. Keeping the laws of kashrut will enable us to remain a 
distinct and distinguished nation. 

Haftarah
The prophet Amos rebukes Israel for being no better than the 
Pelishtim (Philistine) nation. Those who were particularly sinful 
will suffer the harshest punishment. But once they have died 
by the sword, the Davidic kingdom will return and the Land 
will be rebuilt.

In memory of Moshe ben Avraham Zarach z"l

From Chapter 17 until the 
end of Sefer Shofetim, 
the stories are different 
to those that have come 

before. No longer is the focus on the 
enemy nations who persecute us but 
on our internal troubles and strife. Our 
Sages explain that these stories are 
not written in the chronological order in 
which the events happened (Seder Olam 
Rabbah). Instead, the stories are written 
in this way to emphasise the negative 
consequences of not successfully driving 
the Canaanite nations out of the Land 
of Israel. Their continued presence 
influenced the Jewish people towards 
immoral and idolatrous practices, as will 
be seen in the coming chapters.

Chapter 17 tells of Michah, who stole 
money from his mother and returned it 
upon hearing her curse on the thief. She 
then consecrated the money for God and 
returned it to her son for him to have it 
made into a ‘carved image and a molten 
image’. Michah handed the money 
back to his mother, leaving her to have 
this image made. It appears Michah 
did not initially want to take part in this 
questionable practice. 

The French biblical commentator, 
Ralbag (1288-1344), explains that she 
originally intended to use this image 

to serve as an intermediary between 
her and God. However noble her initial 
objective may have been, it was sinful 
in practice. The text clearly states 
that “Michah had a house of idolatry” 
(17:5). Until now, he has been called 
“Michayehu” in the text, with the letters 
of God’s name attached to his name. 
From here onwards, he is called only 
“Michah”, to signify that God’s presence 
has left him due to his sins of idolatry.

If the reader has forgotten why this 
state of lawlessness is occurring, the 
text provides a parenthetical reminder: 
“in those days there was no king in 
Israel; each person would do whatever 
seemed proper in their eyes” (17:6). 
This oft-repeated verse is to remind us 
of the anarchy that pervades many of 
the stories within Sefer Shofetim and 
the importance of strong leadership to 
combat this.

Michah set up one of his own sons 
as a priest in his house of idolatry. Soon, 
a Levite man, travelling and looking 
for work, found his way to Michah’s 
house. Overjoyed at the presence of a 
true Levite, Michah offered him a good 
salary to become the priest for him. The 
chapter ends with Michah’s belief this 
was a sign that God was pleased with 
him and would be good to him. 

THE IMPORTANCE OF OUR 
SURROUNDINGS
Both Michah and the Levite priest 
initially refuse to take part in the 
idolatrous practices around them. 
However, they are both influenced by 
their environments and end up taking 
active roles. After Michah refused 
to have the idol made for his mother, 
the presence of the idol in Micha’s 
house had a negative influence on 
him and led to him taking an active 
role. Similarly, according to the 
biblical commentator Malbim (1809-
1879), the Levite originally refused 
to become an idolatrous priest. The 
text states that “he left” following 
Michah’s job offer (17:10). However, 
Michah encouraged him to stay and 
recuperate from his journey for a short 
while. Following this, the Levite was 
negatively influenced by the idolatrous 
surroundings and accepted the job 
offer. 

This serves to emphasise the 
importance of our surroundings and 
the potential influence this can have 
on us. In the coming chapters we will 
see the continued disastrous impact 
of such environments on the Jewish 
people. 

Sefer Shofetim (the Book of Judges)

Chapter 17:  
Michah’s House of Idolatry Pnina Savery, US Jewish Living Educator

by Pnina Savery, US Jewish Living Educator






