VAYIGASH ַוּיִ ּגַ ׁש
In loving memory of Rabbi Dr Irving Jacobs, Harav Yitzchak ben Shlomo
zt"l, former principal of Jews’ College, rabbi of the Neveh Shalom
community in Wembley, teacher and mentor for many rabbis and others

“Pharaoh said to [Yosef’s] brothers, ‘What is your
occupation?’ They answered Pharaoh, ‘Your servants
are shepherds – we as well as our forefathers’”
(Bereishit 47:3)
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Shabbat ends:
London 4.51pm
Sheffield 4.54pm
Glasgow 4.53pm
Edinburgh 4.46pm
Birmingham 4.54pm
Southport 5.00pm
Jerusalem 5.22pm

Artscroll – p250
Haftarah – p1144
Hertz – p169
Haftarah – p178
Soncino – p277
Haftarah – p293

Daf Hashavua

Please look regularly at the
social media and websites
of the US, Tribe and your
community for ongoing updates
relating to Coronavirus as well
as educational programming
and community support.
You do not need to sign
into Facebook to access the
US Facebook page. The US
Coronavirus Helpline is on
020 8343 5696.
May God bless us and the
whole world.
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Family

Harmony
by Rabbi Dov Kaplan, Tribe Israel Team
A few years ago, while
serving as the rabbi of
the Hampstead Garden
Suburb Synagogue
community, I found
myself driving up to Manchester
to pay a shiva call. It was just this
time of year, the pre-winter holiday
season, and I had the radio on in
the car. I was surprised to learn that
the holidays were a particularly
stressful time for many families.
Don’t we all look forward to having
a break, to spending more quality
time with our loved ones? Reflecting
on this, I started thinking about
this week’s parasha and Joseph’s
reuniting with his brothers. Were
those happy times?
Rabbi Sacks zt”l taught us that
the last four parashot of Bereishit
(Genesis) encompass the longest
single narrative in the Torah. The
conflict between Joseph and his
brothers is described in no less than
16 chapters! Why does the Torah
go to such lengths? What essential

life-message is being transmitted to
justify such an extended narrative?
The message is clear: the
importance, but complexity, of
family harmony. Respectfully, we
must realize that even the homes
of our ancestors were not perfect.
In fact, the Talmud, Shabbat 10b,
quotes the sage Rav who said: “A
person should never distinguish one
of his children from the others by
giving him preferential treatment.
As, due to the weight of two sela
of fine wool that Jacob gave to
Joseph, beyond what he gave
the rest of his sons, in making
him the striped coat, his brothers
became jealous of him and the
matter unfolded and our forefathers
descended to Egypt.” Rashi (10401105) even suggests that the fine
wool only referred to the cuffs of
the coat. Even small things can set
off jealousy.
There is no judgement when we
realise that rivalry and jealously
are inherent within the family. I
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Sidra Summary
1st Aliya (Kohen) – Bereishit 44:18-30
22 years after Yosef was sold by his brothers, they now face the prospect of their
father Yaakov ‘losing’ another one of his sons, Binyamin. Yehuda does not yet know
that the viceroy of Egypt standing in front of him is actually Yosef. He approaches
Yosef, recounting Yosef’s demand to see Binyamin and Yaakov’s reluctance to let
Binyamin leave. Having already ‘lost’ Rachel’s other son (Yosef), Yaakov did not want
disaster to befall Binyamin.

saw a depressing quote that “a
dysfunctional family is one with
more than one child”. The Torah’s
extended coverage of the story is a
word of caution on this subject to all
generations.
So how do we create healthy
relations within our families? In the
early stages, every child must feel
loved for who they are. No child
should feel that they are being
compared to another sibling and
no favouritism should be shown.
We have a responsibility to give
personalised encouragement to
each child.
Possibly more complicated is the
later stage, when siblings have left
home, living their own lives. What is
the key then?
Interestingly, during the
aforementioned radio broadcast,
a few suggestions were made on
how to ‘weather’ the family gettogethers. The most relevant was to
remember what one has in common
with the other participants. Be
cordial and harmonious for the sake

of the parents and grandparents
whom we all respect and love.
As the Jewish People, we have
mutual ancestors, the patriarchs
and the matriarchs. In the story,
Joseph and his brothers succeed in
maintaining cordial relations as long
as their father is alive. When the
brothers arrive in Egypt for the first
time to purchase food, they express
their concern for their elderly father
and declare that they are sons of
the same father. Joseph too shows
his concern for Jacob his father in
his first few words to his brothers
this week. For as long as they
remembered their mutual love for
their father, they were able to live
in peace.
In the early rabbinic midrashic
teachings, we are told that the
Camp of Israel was guided by two
boxes (‘aronot’) during the 40 years

in the desert: the Ark containing the
two Tablets of the Covenant and the
coffin of Joseph’s body. They served
as symbols and reminders that we
must strive for peace, harmony and
love within our families.
The Ark of the Covenant
proclaimed that we established
a national relationship with God,
a mission that binds our futures
together.
The aron of Joseph was a
reminder of a bond that preceded
even the one at Sinai. We are
brothers and sisters because of our
mutual ancestors.
The amount of space the Torah
devotes to this one story stresses
the importance of family harmony,
on a personal and national level.
May we succeed in strengthening
the family bonds that connect us
with peace and love.

For as long as they remembered their
mutual love for their father, they were
able to live in peace.

2nd Aliya (Levi) – 44:31-45:7
Yehuda states that if they return without Binyamin, Yaakov
will surely die. Yehuda offers to take Binyamin’s place and
remain as a slave to Yosef. Yosef orders everyone apart from
his brothers out of the room. He reveals his identity and asks
if his father is still alive. He tells his ashamed brothers not to
be sad; God had sent him on this mission in order to sustain
them during the famine.
3rd Aliya (Shlishi) – 45:8-18
Yosef tells the brothers to go back to Cana’an to relate to

Yaakov that he (Yosef) is alive and is the viceroy of Egypt.
Yaakov should come immediately to Egypt; Yosef will ensure
their safety and sustenance in the remaining five years of
famine. Yosef and Binyamin cry on one another’s necks.
4th Aliya (Revi’i) – 45:19-27
Pharaoh instructs Yosef to give his brothers wagons. Yosef
sends them back with money and provisions for the journey.
He sends 20 laden donkeys for Yaakov. The brothers return
home and tell Yaakov that Yosef is alive and is ruling over the
land of Egypt. Initially, Yaakov does not believe them.

Judaism and Music – Part 2:

Pastoral
Symphonies
by Rabbi David Lister, Edgware United Synagogue

The Vltava River running through Prague.

Like Rabbi Samson
Raphael Hirsch, cited
in the last article, Rav
Nachman of Breslav
(1772-1810) discerns a
connection between nature and music,
but in a more mystical way. He traces
a connection between shepherding
and music dating back to King David,
who started life as a shepherd (I
Samuel 16:11) and whose first role in

the royal palace was to play music for
King Saul (ibid., verse 23).
Rav Nachman explains that there
is a link between the natural world
and song. The ancient Perek Shira,
attributed to King David, relates that
every creature and phenomenon, from
the humblest blade of grass to the
animal kingdom to the mountains and
the very heavens, every created thing
sings a mute song of praise to God.

Perhaps we can understand this to
mean that when a creature fulfils its
divinely allotted task, it obeys God’s
will. In its way, it performs an act
of worship, proclaiming through its
development unwavering loyalty to
God. Thus, the whole of nature is a
colossal symphony of faith, with every
note on time and in tune.
The wise shepherd, immersed in
nature, can discern this magnificent

In memory of Yisrael Shmuel ben Yirmaya Yehoshuah

5th Aliya (Chamishi) – 45:28-46:27
Yaakov travels to Egypt, stopping at Beersheva to bring an
offering. God appears to Yaakov in a night vision, allaying
his fears of leaving Cana’an to go to Egypt, and promising
to make his progeny into a great nation. The Torah lists the
70 members of Yaakov’s household who came to Egypt.
Point to Consider: Which person is missing from the list
of 70? (see Rashi to 46:26)

6th Aliya (Shishi) – 46:28-47:10
Yosef and Yaakov meet in the region of Goshen. Yosef falls
on Yaakov’s neck and cries. Along with five of his brothers,
Yosef goes to inform Pharaoh of his family’s arrival and
tells him that they are sheep and cattle farmers. Pharaoh
grants them the right to live in Goshen. Yosef brings
Yaakov to meet Pharaoh. Yaakov blesses Pharaoh, who
asks him his age.

The Biblical view of a shepherd is of a
person who can derive divine greatness
from a pastoral setting and express it in a
way that their peers can grasp.
song even in an animal, an insect or a
plant which unflinchingly carries out
the tasks for which it was born. This
keen observer will see the natural
world not only as a resource or an
environment, but as an exquisite
wordless realisation of the divine
plan, and can render its grace,
sturdiness, beauty and harmony in the
wordless interplay of lyre and flute.
Small wonder, perhaps, that
the greatest of our ancestors were
shepherds: the patriarchs, the twelve
sons of Jacob and Moses to name but
a few. The Biblical view of a shepherd

is of a person who can derive divine
greatness from a pastoral setting and
express it in a way that their peers
can grasp.
A simple illustration of this idea
can be found in Czech composer
Bedřich Smetana’s Vltava, a popular
musical depiction of a river following
its course and familiar in Jewish
circles for its closeness to Hatikvah.
The music starts off quietly in a
minor key as it depicts two mountain
springs which are the source of the
river. Gradually, through digressions
depicting different aspects of the

7th Aliya (Shevi’i) – 47:11-27
Despite the famine in Egypt, Yosef makes sure that his
family has food. The starving Egyptians give Yosef their
animals in return for bread. The following year, they sell
their land to Pharaoh in return for food and seed. They
become serfs to Pharaoh, and are to give him one fifth of
all produce from that land. Yosef fixes this as a national
statute. Yaakov’s family increases greatly.

landscapes it traverses, more and
more instruments join in a rendition
of the famous motif as the river nears
Prague and broadens. Finally, the
theme is transposed to a triumphant
major key: the humble little stream
has run its course and realised its
destiny to the glory of its homeland.
Smetana used music to portray a
river as a source of national pride and
to nurture patriotism in his country.
For a student of Torah, music helps
us to see beyond our physical needs
and to recognise nature as the work
of God.

Haftarah
Yechezkel prophesies that the tribes of Israel will
eventually be reunited and will reject idol worship and sin.
They will be ruled over by a king from the House of David.

Operation Ali Baba

(also known as Operation Ezra and Nechemia), Part 1
by Rabbi Gideon Sylvester, The US’s Israel Rabbi
Seventy years ago, from 1950 into 1951, many Jews were secretly brought from Arab
lands to the nascent State of Israel. In this first of a two-part series, Rabbi Sylvester
provides some background and details about this extraordinary operation.
The Ambassador,
by the former Israeli
ambassador to the
UK, Yehuda Avner
z”l and Matt Rees,
published by Maggid Press, is a
gripping novel. It is based on the
premise that, in 1937, the British
government partitioned Palestine
and established Israel. This enabled
Israel to send an ambassador
to Germany, whose diplomatic
gymnastics enabled him to rescue
Jews from the grip of the Nazis.
Fantasies like this novel haunted
the founders of the State of Israel.
They were too late to prevent the
Holocaust, but they were desperate
to ensure that nothing like it happened again. In addition, they needed more Jews to make their homes
in Israel to create a viable Jewish
State. So they reached out to
persecuted Jews across the world,
offering a Zionist lifeline. In its first
three years of statehood, Israel
absorbed so many immigrants that
the new arrivals outnumbered the
established citizens. Most of those
arriving on Israel’s shores were
Holocaust survivors or Jews from
Arab lands. They came with nothing, so it was a monumental task
to absorb them. One of the great
rescue operations was Operation
Ezra and Nechemia, also known as

Jews constituted
a quarter of the
population of
Baghdad, with
fifty synagogues
to choose from.
Operation Ali Baba, which brought
most of Iraq’s Jews to Israel.
The Iraqi community had ancient
roots dating back to the Babylonian
Empire and First Temple times.
Iraq was once the religious and
cultural capital of the Jewish
world, the birthplace of the sacred
Babylonian Talmud. Jews had
suffered intermittent persecution, but by the early twentieth
century Jewish life was thriving.
Jews constituted a quarter of the
population of Baghdad, with fifty
synagogues to choose from. When
Iraq became independent in 1932,
its first Minister of Finance, Sir
Sassoon Eskell, was a Jew. Jews
dominated the Baghdad Chamber of
Commerce and the first musicians
to play on Iraqi radio were Jews.
That all changed in the war
years. A new regime sympathetic
to the Nazis took power. On the
festival of Shavuot, 1941, pogroms

called the Farhud devastated
the Jewish community leaving
200 Jews dead and destroying 9,000 Jewish homes.
The establishment of the State of
Israel created even greater animosity and the situation deteriorated.
Jews were fired from their jobs and
hundreds were arrested and tried
for being Zionists or Communists.
The most famous of these trials was
that of Shafiq Ades, the wealthiest
Jew in Iraq, who established Iraq’s
branch of the Ford car company. He
hobnobbed with government ministers and dined with the elite. But
neither this nor the fact that he was
highly assimilated, protected him. A
three-day trial was presided over by
a judge associated with a pro-Nazi
party. Ades was found guilty of selling weapons to Israel and supporting the Iraqi Communist Party and
was hanged outside his mansion in
front of 12,000 spectators. His body
was left swinging unceremoniously.
This attack on Iraq’s most powerful Jew sent a terrifying message.
Sensing that the persecution would
spread, many fled to London.
Some escaped over the border to
Iran and from there to Israel. But
many were stranded. The newly
created State of Israel forged a
plan to rescue them. Operation
Ezra and Nechemia was born.

In memory of Yehuda ben Yaakov HaCohen

BRAND NEW BOOK

Celebrating
150 Yea r s

The US: 150 Years of Service
Illustrated by 150 Orders of
Service and key artefacts
from the collection of
Professor David Latchman
RRP

£24.99

RRP

£24.99

Special Early Bird Offer:

£18.70* inc P&P
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*Order via the US website

To pre-order please visit www.theus.org.uk/us150book
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Camp Gad | Year 5
1 – 5 August
Camp Zev | Year 6
5 – 11 August
Camp Barak | Year 7
2 – 12 August
Camp Sufa | Year 8
2 – 12 August
Camp Kerach | Year 9
2 – 12 August
Learn2Lead | Year 10
1 – 15 August
Israel Tour | Year 11
July

*Dates and details subject
to change based on latest
COVID-19 guidance

Tribe Leadership Camp
Years 12 & 13
29 July – 11 August
Social Action Experience
Years 12 & 13
16 – 26 August

For more info please visit www.tribeuk.com
or email info@tribeuk.com

Chesed
Bursary
Fund
No child should
miss out. Please let
us know if you need
financial assistance.

tribe.uk
@TheTribeUK
Tribe

