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Shabbat ends:
London 9.00pm

Sheffield 9.15pm
Glasgow 9.34pm

Edinburgh 9.31pm
Birmingham 9.09pm
Jerusalem 7.53pm

בס״ד
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In loving memory of Harav Yitzchak Yoel ben Shlomo Halevi
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INSIDE:
When Right is Wrong
by Rabbi Yisroel Binstock

From Hadrian’s Wall to 
Jerusalem – via the A5
by Simon Goulden

Please look regularly at the 
social media and websites 
of the US, Tribe and your 
community for ongoing updates 
relating to Coronavirus as well 
as educational programming 
and community support.

You do not need to sign 
into Facebook to access the 
US Facebook page. The US 
Coronavirus Helpline is on  
020 8343 5696.

May God bless us and the 
whole world.

“Judges and officers you shall make  
in all of your cities…”  

(Devarim 18:11)

Artscroll - p1024   
Haftarah -  p1199

Hertz - p820  
Haftarah - p835

Soncino - p1078   
Haftarah - p1094 London Beth Din 1926, from the Illustrated Evening News



1st Aliya (Kohen) –  Devarim 16:18-17:13
Judges and officers must be appointed in all cities (Rashi). Judges must 
endeavour to avoid showing favour to any litigant. One may not erect (even) 
a single stone for worship, even to worship God. It is forbidden to bring a 
blemished animal as an offering. Idol worship is subject to capital punishment. If 
a halachic question or dispute cannot be resolved by local courts, the case should 
be taken to the Kohanim in the Temple. 

2nd Aliya (Levi) – 17:14-20
When the nation comes into the Land, they have the right to request a king. 
That king has to be appointed by God (through a prophet) and must be Jewish. 
The king must not return the people to Egypt in order for him to acquire horses 
(where many were available and a symbol of prestige). He must also avoid having 
multiple wives and amassing too much wealth. He is obligated to have his own 
Sefer Torah, from which he must read daily.

Sidra Summary

When 
Right is 
Wrong

A fighter pilot on a 
routine training mission 
unexplainably started 
rapidly descending 
towards the ground. 

He was only seconds away from 
impact yet completely unaware 
of his situation! The tension of 
multi G-forces he had made him 
disorientated with the effects of 

vertigo so that he was convinced 
that he was pulling up when he was 
actually heading down. Although 
his instruments furiously signalled 
the danger he assumed they must 
have been faulty. Nonetheless, 
he radioed another plane for 
clarification and understood he must 
bank up immediately.   Even though 
doing so went against his instincts, 
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3rd Aliya (Shlishi) – 18:1:5
The tribe of Levi does not get a portion in the Land, unlike 
the other tribes. However, the Kohanim are to be given 
parts of certain Temple offerings to eat. They are also to 
receive the first tithe of the produce of fruits grown in the 
Land (terumah gedolah), as well as the first shearing of 
the flock (reishit haʼgez).

4th Aliya (Revi’i) – 18:6-13
The Kohanim are to be split into different groups, who 
will rotate performing duties in the Temple. The right to 
eat designated parts of regular offerings is reserved for 
whichever group of Kohanim is serving in the Temple that 
week (see Rashi). After coming into the Land, the nation 
must avoid the ways of the Cana’anite nations, especially 
their various forms of witchcraft, divinations and sorcery.

5th Aliya (Chamishi) – 18:14-19:13
Moshe tells the people that they will have prophets who 
will guide them and convey God’s messages. A prophet’s 
legitimacy will be tested by whether his prophecies 
materialise or not. Moshe gives instructions regarding 
the establishment of three cities of refuge (in addition 
to the three on the east bank of the Jordan River – see 
Devarim 4:41-43). These cities are to provide refuge for 
a person who has killed accidentally and is fleeing from 
the relatives of the deceased. Instructions are given about 
what constitutes ‘accidental’ and how the community 
must endeavour to protect the accidental killer from those 
who are pursuing him. In Messianic times, another three 
cities will be added (Rashi).

it saved his life. 
When recounting this story, Rabbi 

Paysach Krohn, a contemporary 
American teacher, notes how the 
pilot faced an incredibly difficult 
decision with only moments to 
think. His feelings and his intuition 
told him that he was safe but the 
voice of his colleague told him he 
was in danger. Fortunately, he was 
able to stabilise the situation with 
moments to spare despite the fact 
that his life-saving decision felt 
absolutely wrong at that time due to 
his disorientation.

This story helps us to consider 
a challenging explanation of the 
commentator Rashi (Rabbi Shlomo 
Yitzchaki, 1040-1105) on this week’s 
sidra which at first glance also 
seems to go against our instincts. 
A verse in the sidra (Devarim 
17:11) talks about how we should 
not deviate from the rulings of the 
Kohanim and the judges in each 
generation, neither to the left nor to 
the right. 

To explain this, Rashi says “listen 
to the Rabbis (the equivalent of 
the Kohanim and judges for these 
purposes today) even if they tell you 
that right is left and left is right!” 

What can this mean? I grew up in 
the home of a Rabbi and was taught 
by both my parents to seek the truth 
and respectfully challenge rulings 
which clearly seemed wrong!

I would like to share an 
explanation from Rabbi Yitzchak 
Berkovits of the Jerusalem Kollel, 
which helps to explain Rashi’s 
challenging explanation. Rabbi 

Berkovits notes that Rashi does not 
say that if the Rabbis come and tell 
you that east is west and west is 
east, that you must listen to them. 

Instead, Rashi uses the terms 
right and left because right and left 
are subjective.  Right and left are 
dependent on the way which you 
are facing; when you are facing 
someone, your right is their left and 
vice versa. Therefore, what Rashi 
actually teaches here, is that if the 
Rabbi tells you that what you think 
is left is actually right, then there is 
a good chance that you are facing 
the wrong direction, and that you 
need to recalibrate in order to make 
sense of things.

We can all occasionally suffer 
from “spiritual vertigo” and, like 
the pilot in the story, have genuine 
doubts as to whether the path 
we are taking is correct or not. 
The message from our verse and 
the explanations that we have 
shared, is that genuine, accurate, 
sincere advice based on the Torah 
and centuries of Jewish teaching 
can help to guide us to readjust 
effectively, especially if we are 
in some way facing the wrong 
direction.



Sefer Yehoshua  
(the Book of Joshua) 

Previous articles have looked at the history behind the founding of 
the United Synagogue in 1870, to mark the organisation’s 150th 
anniversary.  This and subsequent articles will look further back 
in Anglo-Jewish history at some of the earliest expressions of 
Jewish life in England. 

Despite the purges that the Jews 
experienced after the destruction of 
the Second Temple in 70 CE, they were 
allowed to return to Judea, but they 
faced a very different life. However, 
life went on, but when Hadrian came 
to power in 118 CE he carried out a 
series of terrible attacks on the Jewish 
population. These actions ranged from 
the suppression of household customs to 
the deportation of Jews to North Africa. 

This was soon followed by the 
forbidding of brit milah and the building 
of a new, Roman city in Jerusalem 
which he called Aelia Capitolina. 
Hadrian even went so far as to build a 
temple to the idol Jupiter on the site 
of the Temple. This was more than the 
Jews could bear and so started the 
famous and tragic Bar-Kochba Revolt in 
132 CE. 

The following year, Hadrian replaced 

Quintus Tineius Rufus as governor 
of Judea (possibly the Turnus Rufus 
who according to Midrash ordered 
the execution of Rabbi Akiva) with the 
specific instruction to destroy Judea. 
After all, Roman prestige was at stake 
and the resident legions, which had not 
needed to be battle hardened for many 
years, were under enormous pressure. 
Hadrian ordered elements of twelve 
Roman Legions (each Legion equalled 
4,000-6,000 troops) from the northern 

borders of the Empire such as Britannia, 
where they were used to dealing with 
unruly Picts and Scots, so much so that 
Hadrian had ordered the building of the 
eponymous wall. The Roman historian 
Cassius Dio wrote, ‘Soon, however, 
all Judea had been stirred up, and the 
Jews everywhere were showing signs 
of disturbance ... Hadrian sent against 
them his best generals. The first of 
these was Julius Severus, who was 
dispatched from Britain where he was 
governor, against the Jews.’ Such a 
demonstration of force by the empire 
showed the severity of the crisis, and 
how far Rome was willing to go in 
order to crush the rebellion. 

Using the sophisticated Roman 
road system in Britain, Severus could 
well have marched some of the 
legions down what became known as 
Watling Street (now the A5) perhaps 
stopping off at the equivalent of 
modern-day Radlett or Edgware for 
some provisions -  before crossing the 
Thames in London at Thorney Island, a 
natural ford close to where the Palace 
of Westminster is now. Alternatively, 
Severus may have travelled down 
Watling Street to Dubris (Dover), to 
travel to continental Europe. While a 
handful of Roman coins from Judea 
have been discovered in England to 
date, they are thought to have been 
brought back as souvenirs or perhaps 
used by Roman traders. We have 
no evidence yet of a settled Jewish 
community in Roman Londinium.  

by Simon Goulden,  
Education Consultant to the United Synagogue

In memory of Yisrael Shmuel ben Yirmaya Yehoshuah

6th Aliya (Shishi) – 19:14-20:9
One must not tamper with someone else’s land boundary. 
Court cases are determined by the testimony of a minimum 
of two witnesses. The laws of conspiring witnesses 
(edim zomemim) are detailed, in which a second set of 
witnesses accuses the first set of having been unqualified 
to give their testimony, since they could not have been at 
the scene of the incident, due to their being elsewhere 
(Rashi). When the nation goes out to war, they must not 
fear the enemy, however mighty they may seem. Before 
battle commences, a Kohen is to encourage the people, 

reminding them that God is protecting them. Certain 
people are sent home from the battlefield before war 
commences (see p.3 article).

7th Aliya (Shevi’i) – 20:10-21:9
Before the nation goes to war, it must offer its enemy 
the opportunity to make peace. However, in the initial 
conquest of the Land from the Cana’anite nations, their 
cities and inhabitants must be destroyed (Rashi). If a 
corpse is found between two cities and it is unclear who is 
responsible for the death, the elders of the city nearest to 

Severus could well 
have marched some 
of the legions down 
what became known 
as Watling Street

From Hadrian’s Wall to 
Jerusalem – via the A5



Chapter 
Overview
Chapter 18 opens with a 
national event that serves 

as a pause in the division of the Land, 
the building of the Mishkan (portable 
sanctuary, referred to here as ‘Ohel 
Moed’) at what was to be its long-term 
home at Shilo, approximately 22 
miles north of Jerusalem, prior to the 
construction of the Temple.

This was the same Mishkan as 
had originally been constructed in the 
desert after the Exodus, with some 
slight adjustments such as stone 
walls and curtains as a roof (see the 
commentary of Radak, Rabbi David 
Kimchi 1160-1235, to 18:1.)  The 
Mishkan had been housed temporarily 

in Gilgal, the first point at which Bnei 
Yisrael crossed into the Land (see 
ch.4).  Now that much of the conquest 
had been completed, the Mishkan was 
given a more permanent home as the 
division of the Land continued. 

Even so, our chapter records that 
Yehoshua rebuked some of the people 
for those parts of the  conquest 
and apportionment that were still 
outstanding.  They had shown a lack of 
alacrity in completing their work prior 
to apportionment of land by lots, which 
had started seven years earlier (see 
ch.13).  Those tribes who still needed 
to complete the work for apportionment 
duly appointed representatives to do 
so.

After this, Yehoshua could cast 
lots to close the apportionment, 
following the process outlined in the 
Torah (see Bemidbar ch. 26).  The 
chapter concludes with a survey of the 
territory given to the tribe of Binyamin 
(Benjamin). 

Why did the Mishkan move 
to Shilo?
The Talmud (Sanhedrin 20b) lists the 
construction of the Beit Hamikdash 
(the Temple) as one of three mitzvot 
linked to the Land which became 
applicable upon entrance to the Land, 
although the Talmud does not come to 
a conclusion as to the order in which 
these mitzvot should be fulfilled. In 

particular, the Torah (Devarim 12:10-11) 
indicates that the Beit Hamikdash would 
be constructed in Jerusalem once God 
had given us rest from our enemies.  
That time was still much later to come, 
during the reigns of King David and 
King Solomon.  Therefore, the Mishkan 
retained its role at this time. 

Shilo, in the territory apportioned 
to the tribe of Ephraim, was in the 
centre of the country and firmly under 
Ephraim’s control, unlike Jerusalem 
which was ultimately to be apportioned 
between Yehuda (Judah) and Binyamin. 
As such, Shilo was a more central 
choice geographically for the people 
than Gilgal and perhaps easier to travel 
to and from.  The Talmud (Zevachim 
118b) even records that the Mishkan 
stood at Shilo for 369 years, longer 
than anywhere else.

Shilo, within the territory of a son 
of Yosef (Joseph) also had resonance 
with the leadership qualities of Yosef, 
as outlined in Yaakov’s (Jacob’s) final 
blessings and testament to his sons 
(Bereishit 49:10).  The Talmud (ibid) and 
elsewhere (Megillah 9b) also notes that 
Shilo was an open, unwalled city, so 
that kodshim kalim (offerings of lesser 
sanctity) could be eaten anywhere 
in its environs with sight of the city, 
unlike Jerusalem where such offerings 
had to be eaten within the city walls.  
This particular factor in locating the 
Mishkan in Shilo was understood by 
the Talmud as a spiritual reward for 
Yosef’s control over his sight in the 
episode with Potiphar’s wife (Bereishit 
ch.39).

Sefer Yehoshua  
(the Book of Joshua) 

Rabbi Michael Laitner, 
Director of Education for 
the United Synagogue and 
assistant Rabbi at Finchley 
Synagogue

Chapter 18, 
the division 
of the Land

In memory of Yehuda ben Yaakov HaCohen

the location of the corpse must take a heifer and behead 
it in a valley, after which the Kohanim shall ask God for 
atonement on behalf of the elders (Rashi).

Point to Consider: Why were the elders of the nearest 
city considered responsible for the death? (see Rashi to 
21:7)

Haftarah
Taken from the book of Yeshaya, this is the third of the 
seven ‘haftarot of consolation’ read after Tisha B’Av. 
Yeshaya tells the people that they may have suffered 
punishment, but they can ‘awaken’ themselves and 
emerge from their captivity. God is constantly ready to 
redeem the nation if they turn to Him.



In the early nineteenth 
century, Japanese artist 
Hokusai Katsushika 
created a woodblock 

print of a wave which has become in-
stantly recognisable across the world 
as the most iconic piece of Japanese 
art since then.

The enormous wave looming up 
in the foreground 
from the left creates 
a great tension and 
energy, heightened by 
the fragility and the 
precarious angles of 
the boats it threatens 
to engulf. Further-
more, the foam at 
the top of the wave 
is shaped like claws, 
emphasising the 
threat that it poses 
to the sailors who 
are almost engulfed 
beneath it even before it breaks. 

Curiously, this famous print is 
actually supposed to be a picture of 
Mount Fuji, being the first in a series 
entitled 'Thirty-six views of Mount 
Fuji'. Only a closer inspection of the 
picture reveals the mountain at its 
centre, perched on the horizon and 
nearly invisible. 

Hokusai has cleverly framed the 
mountain on the horizon within the 
curling wave, neatly juxtaposing 
them so that Fuji’s solidity and 
serenity contrast with the ephemeral 
nature of the wave; the wave will be 
gone in a moment, but the mountain 
will stay.

In fact, the mountain is not only at 
the heart of the picture. It also lends 

its character to the wave, since a 
smaller wave in front of and below 
the main wave is the same shape as 
the mountain.

Mountains figure prominently in 
Judaism. There are many different 
meanings to be found in Biblical 
references to mountains such as 
Sinai, Moriah and Ararat. 

One use of the mountain as a 
metaphor occurs in Yeshayahu 
(Isaiah, 54:10):

For the mountains may move, 
and the hills be shaken, but My 
[God’s] loyalty shall never move 
from you, nor shall My covenant 
of friendship be shaken —thus 
said the Lord, who has mercy 
on you.

Isaiah depicts the mountain as the 
most permanent thing that we know, 
but points out that God’s bond with 
us is even longer lasting. Even if we 
were to live so long that we would 
see mountains pass away, God’s 
love would remain with us even 
beyond that. The enduring grandeur 
of a mountain is a step towards 

understanding the 
enduring grandeur 
of God.

Though Hokusai 
most probably did 
not see it in this 
way, we can choose 
to see his print as 
an illustration of the 
contrast between 
the frenetic activity 
of our world and 
the Divine presence 
which is so hard to 
see but which is so 

powerful. 
As we have seen, the wave is 

mighty and impressive, but in a 
moment it will have disappeared. 
This is comparable to so many of the 
political, physical and cultural forces 
in our world which are so eye-catch-
ing and compelling, but will fade 
away to nothing.

The replication of Mount Fuji’s 
shape in the wave itself calls to 
mind that, although the Divine pres-
ence is hidden, it is nonetheless the 
sustaining force behind everything 
and can, with the wisdom of Torah, 
be discerned in every situation.

Viewed with a Jewish eye, 
Hokusai’s wave becomes a lesson in 
vision and faith.

Even if we were to 
live so long that we 
would see mountains 
pass away, God’s love 
would remain with us 
even beyond that.

Hokusai Katsushika, Under the wave off Kanagawa

Judaism and Art part 6

Under the wave off Kanagawa
by Rabbi David Lister, Edgware United Synagogue
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Join us for a six-part online series exploring a 
variety of Jewish topics

The Jewish  
Calendar 
Learn about the unique sequence 
of Shabbat and the Chagim in the 
Jewish calendar and join us on a 
fascinating journey celebrating 
Jewish history.

 

10/613
There are 613 Mitzvot in the Torah - 
Learn about Kashrut and how the 10 
Commandments are differentiated.  

Creation  
and Recreation
Learn the exciting story of creation 
and discover its impact on our lives.

Sibling Rivalry
From Cain and Abel to 
Joseph and the Tribes.  
What can siblings learn  
from Bereishit?

 

Journeys
The journey to Eretz Yisrael 
is an overarching theme in 
the Torah. Have we finally 
arrived?

 

I Didn’t Mean It
Does intention (Kavanah) 
count in Judaism?

For more details and to 
sign up please visit  

www.tribeuk.com
 
All sessions will be via 
Zoom (please contact us 
on info@tribeuk.com for 
details on how to join 
by phone)

The first course starts on  Wednesday 26 August

Celebrating 150 Years

All six 30 minute classes need to be completed to get the 
points in section 2 of the CRP form
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