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In loving memory of Malka bat Peretz

“God spoke to Aharon saying: Do not drink intoxicating 
wine, you and your sons with you, when you come to the 

Tent of Meeting… In order to distinguish between the 
sacred and the profane, and between the contaminated 

and the pure”  
(Vayikra 10:8-10).

Da
f H

as
ha

vu
a

When the mighty fall
by Rabbi David Rose

INSIDE:

The Symbol and the Sign
by Reverend Leslie Hardman z"l

Volume 32  |  #30

18 April 2020 
24 Nisan 5780

Shabbat ends:
London 8.53pm

Sheffield 9.10pm
Edinburgh 9.25pm

Birmingham 9.02pm
Jerusalem 7.54pm

Shabbat 
Mevarchim 

Rosh Chodesh Iyar 
is on Friday and 

Shabbat

Artscroll p.588 
Haftarah  p.1168

Hertz    p.443 
Haftarah  p.454

Soncino p.651 
Haftarah  p.667

ִמיִני SHEMINIְּׁשְ

Please look regularly at the 
social media and websites 
of the US, Tribe and your 
community for ongoing updates 
relating to Coronavirus as well 
as educational programming 
and community support.

You do not need to sign 
into Facebook to access the 
US Facebook page. The US 
Coronavirus Helpline is on  
020 8343 5696.

May God bless us and the 
whole world.



1st Aliya (Kohen) – Vayikra 9:1-16
The sidrah begins almost a year after the Exodus from Egypt, on Rosh Chodesh 
Nissan. After seven days of inaugurating the Mishkan (Tabernacle), Moshe 
instructs Aharon to bring two special offerings, an elevation offering (olah) 
and a sin offering (chatat). The people are also told to bring a chatat, two olah 
offerings and two peace offerings (shelamim). Aharon approaches the altar 
(mizbeach), together with his sons, and they begin the process of bringing these 
offerings.

2nd Aliya (Levi) – 9:17-23
Aharon and his sons finish the offerings, after which Aharon blesses the people 
with the priestly blessing (Rashi). Moshe and Aharon then bless the people that 
the Divine presence will rest upon them (Rashi).
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Great people can 
sometimes fall. Nadav 
and Avihu, Aharon’s 
two older sons, are a 
case in point. 

After much preparation, the 
Tabernacle was finally ready to be 
inaugurated. Aharon the High Priest 
had offered the sacrifices. He and 
Moshe blessed the people. Then:

“Fire came forth from before 
the Lord and consumed the burnt 

offering and the fat parts on the 
altar. When the people saw this, 
they shouted, and fell on their 
faces.” (Vayikra 9:24)

This moment of great ecstasy was 
immediately followed by tragedy.  

“Aharon’s sons, Nadav and 
Avihu, each took his fire pan, put 
fire on it, and laid incense on it; 
and they offered it before the Lord 
as unauthorised fire, which He had 
not instructed them to offer. And 

When the 
mighty fall 
By Rabbi David Rose,  
Mill Hill Synagogue

They were filled with an intense 
awakening, but were instructed to 
stay where they were. They were 
not allowed to fully participate.



3rd Aliya (Shlishi) – 9:24-10:11
A fire comes from heaven and consumes the offerings 
on the mizbeach. The people fall to the ground in awe of 
God. Nadav and Avihu, two of Aharon’s sons, bring an 
incense offering (ketoret) in a pan, which they had not 
been commanded to do. A fire descends from God, killing 
them instantly. Aharon is silent. Moshe asks two of their 
cousins to remove the bodies. Moshe tells Aharon and 
his two surviving sons, Elazar and Itamar, not to display 
any mourning in public. God says to Aharon that no one 
is allowed to perform the service in the Mishkan when 
drunk.

Point to Consider: What reward did Aharon receive for 
his silence? (see Rashi to 10:3)

4th Aliya (Revi’i) – 10:12-15
Moshe tells Aharon and his sons to eat the remaining 
parts of a special meal offering (mincha) that they 
themselves had brought that day, as well as parts of the 
shelamim offering which they had also brought.

5th Aliya (Chamishi) – 10:16-19
Moshe criticises Elazar and Itamar (Aharon's other sons) for 
burning one of the chatat offerings instead of eating parts 
of it. Aharon defends their actions, based on their status as 
mourners (Rashi). Moshe accepts Aharon’s justification.

6th Aliya (Shishi) – 11:1-32
God teaches Moshe and Aharon some of the laws of 
kashrut. Only an animal with completely split hooves and 

In loving memory of Avraham ben Yehoshua

fire came forth from the Lord and 
consumed them; they died before 
the Lord.” (ibid 10, 1-2)

What was their sin? Rashi 
provides two suggestions. The first, 
based on the Midrash (Vayikra Raba 
12:5) is that they were intoxicated 
at the time of the sacrifice. The 
second, from the Talmud (Eiruvin 
63a) is that they died because they 
went against a ruling that their 
teacher (i.e. Moshe) had decreed, 
more severe that it was in presence 
of their teachers. 

What could have caused such 
elevated leaders to fall in such a 
tragic fashion?

We are familiar with the notion 
of not judging others. Hillel, the 
Talmudic sage, taught “do not judge 
your fellow until you have reached 
his place.” (Avot 2,5 – page 530 
in the green siddur). We must be 
careful not to jump to conclusions 
regarding others, whose challenges 
we have not faced and whose 
circumstances we have not 
experienced.

So what exactly was the ‘place’ 
of these brothers?

We have, in fact, met them 
before. When God called to Moshe 
to climb Mount Sinai, He instructed 

that Moshe should not ascend 
alone. “Come up to the Lord, you 
and Aaron, Nadav and Avihu, and 
seventy of the elders of Israel 
(Shemot, 24:1).

They all reached half-way up the 
mountain and offered sacrifices, 
basking in a tremendously elevated 
spiritual experience. Yet they were 
told to go no further, as Moshe 
alone completed the final journey to 
the summit. Those left behind could 
see the top of the mountain and 
had a perfect view of the heavenly 
image: “the appearance of the glory 
of the Lord was like a consuming 
fire atop the mountain” (ibid 24:17). 

They were filled with an intense 
awakening, but were instructed to 
stay where they were. They were 
not allowed to fully participate. 

This is vividly portrayed by Rabbi 
David Fohrman, a contemporary 
scholar who suggests that this 
desire remained with them. Nearly 

a year later, officiating at the 
inauguration of the Tabernacle, they 
were flooded with an insatiable 
yearning to be close to God. They 
hurriedly brought a fire pan, hoping 
to finally have that longed-for 
spiritual experience but tragically 
did so in the wrong way, showing 
public disobedience of the divine 
command.

Such a yearning is difficult to 
fathom for those who have not 
reached such a peak of spiritual 
intensity. 

Nadav and Avihu clearly did 
wrong and for this they were 
punished. It is not for us to be 
judgemental, for we are not in their 
‘place’. 



Sefer Yehoshua (the Book of Joshua) 
Chapter 12, a summary of the conquest

CHAPTER OVERVIEW
The initial chapters of 
this book described 
preparations for entry 

into the Land.  Subsequently, the book 
covered the conquest of significant cities, 
such as Jericho and Ai as well as the 
divinely-commanded campaigns in the 
north and south of the country until the 
land was at rest from conflict.
Our chapter opens a new stage, the 
recording and summarising of the 
conquests, set out in three sections.  
The first section (verses 1-6) describes 
conquests led by Moshe of the hostile 
kings on the Eastern Bank of the River 
Jordan, such as Sichon and Og (see 
Bemidbar chapter 21). 

According to Rashi (1040-1105), this 
particular information was also included 
here so that this chapter would provide 
a complete record of both Moshe’s 
and Yehoshua’s conquests of the Land.  
Those lands were eventually to be fully 
settled by the tribes of Reuven and Gad, 
along with some of the tribe of Menashe. 

The second section (verses 7-8) 
records Yehoshua’s conquests in general 
terms and the third section (verses 9-24) 

lists each of the 31 Canaanite kings 
conquered by Yehoshua and their cities.  
This chapter serves as a prelude to the 
description in the ensuing chapters of the 
division of the Land between the tribes, 
following the imperative given in the 
Torah (see Bemidbar 26:53 and 33:54). 

THE 31 KINGS
Having 31 kings in an area as small 
as Canaan suggests that society was 
so fragmented that many local kings 
arose, each vying for the highest level 
of individual power, rather than working 
together. Some of these kings only 
united when threatened by Yehoshua’s 
conquests, as recorded in chapters 10 
and 11, refusing to see the hand of 
God supporting Bnei Yisrael or to make 
peace.  This might also shed light as 
to why not all of the 31 kings were 
mentioned previously in the book.  Only 
the battles against the most significant 
kings were described in earlier chapters 
but the listing here included all of those 
who fought against Yehoshua. 

THE KINERET (SEA OF GALILEE)
A noteworthy geographical reference 

found in verse three is to ‘Yam Kinrot’, 
part of the area conquered during 
Moshe’s conquests.  The modern Israeli 
‘Daat Mikra’ commentary identified this 
as a reference to the Kineret (the lake 
known today as the Sea of Galilee), 
even though what was ostensibly the 
same place was referred to as ‘Yam 
Kineret’ in the Torah (Bemidbar 34:11, 
Devarim 3:17).  

‘Kinrot’ was also referenced earlier 
in our book (11:2).

If Yam Kinrot is the same place 
as Yam Kineret, why did the naming 
of this place differ in our book 
from that found in the Torah? In 
his commentary to chapter 11, the 
Daat Mikra understood ‘Kinrot’ as a 
contracted form of ‘Kineret’ which 
referred not just to the Sea of Galilee, 
but also its environs.  Contrastingly, 
Rev Dr Abraham Cohen (1887-1957), 
minister of the Birmingham Hebrew 
Congregation and editor of the Soncino 
Press edition of ‘Joshua and Judges’, 
suggested that ‘Kineret’ was an ancient 
town which provided the name for the 
lake that was later to be called Yam 
Kineret. 

by Rabbi Michael Laitner  US Jewish Living Division and Finchley Synagogue

In memory of Harav Binyamin ben Harav Shalom

which chews the cud is kosher (see p.3 article). Therefore, 
animals like the camel and pig, which have only one of 
these characteristics, are forbidden. Fish are only kosher 
if they have both fins and scales. The Torah lists forbidden 
birds by name. Flying insects are also prohibited food, with 
limited exceptions (that are today difficult to identify). Kosher 
animals which die without proper slaughter (shechitah), as 
well as dead non-kosher animals, transmit ritual impurity 
(tumah) to one who touches them.

7th Aliya (Shevi’i) – 11:33-47
The Torah lists some basic laws of how certain utensils can 
become impure (tameh) and how they need to be treated 
thereafter. All creeping insects are forbidden to eat. Keeping 
these laws allows a person to become sanctified and holy.

Haftarah
The prophet Yechezkel (Ezekiel) admonishes the nation for 
worshipping idols and desecrating God's Name. However, he 
says that one day God will purify them, giving them a ‘new 
heart’ and return them to the Land.



The Symbol and the Sign
Rev Leslie Hardman z'l

One Friday morning 
a man came to 
my office to ask 
me for a little 

extra food, in honour 
of Shabbat. I reached 
out for a tin of sardines 
but the man had noticed 
something else. 

“Tefillin! It’s four years since I wore 
them last”, he said, his eyes fixed on 
the well-remembered shapes outlined 
in the bag.

I gave him the bag. He put down 
the sardines and took it with shaking 
hands. Sobs clutched at his throat and 
tears ran down his puffy cheeks.

“Rabbi, please… please may I use 
them?”

I led him to my desk, and placed a 
prayer book before him. His lips stirred 
as he murmured the words…

With still shaking hands, he took 
the Tefillin out of the bag.

Using the right hand, he first took 
out the box for the left arm, and 
reverently kissed it. He undid the 
leather strap, took the cover off the 
box, and then placed it on his upper 
left arm, reciting the blessing. He then 
removed the other box, kissed that 
too, and placed it on his head, saying 
the second blessing.

He wound the remainder of the 
strap down his forearm onto his left 
hand, round the middle finger and 
back on to the palm, and recited: “And 
I will betroth You to me forever… in 

righteousness, and in loving kindness, 
and in mercy… in faithfulness, and 
you shall know the Lord”.

Through the four long, dark years 
that had at last come to an end, this 
man had sought to walk close to 
God. He had not been able to put on 
Tefillin; all he could do was pray.

He must have prayed for freedom, 
for mercy, for strength… he must 
have asked God to spare him 
beatings, typhus, or worse… to save 
his family, restore his people… or 
maybe just for a morsel of food or a 
drop of water.

Some of his prayers had been 
answered. Once more, he knew what 
it was to eat and drink, to wash 
himself, to put on his clothes and to 
sleep. In the act of putting on Tefillin, 
he was renewing the bond between 
himself and his Maker.

The man became calm, his hands 
ceased to shake, the lines smoothed 
around his eyes and mouth and his 

whole body relaxed. He began to pray 
and it was as though a warmth rose 
from the prayer book, permeating his 
very being. He removed the Tefillin 
as lovingly as he had donned them, 
gingerly placing them back in the bag.

He said to me, “I felt that God was 
pushing me away from Him, but I 
clung to Him, I would not lose Him, I 
wanted Him always”. He quoted from 
the Psalms, “As the hart pants after 
the water brooks, so pants my soul 
after You, O God”.

“Rabbi, I thought He no longer 
wanted me, but when you put these 
in my hands it was a sign… He has 
allowed me to come back to Him”.

He straightened up and wiped the 
tears from his eyes. I took the Tefillin 
bag and put it into his hands, also 
unable to control my emotions. “Take 
these. Keep them. May God bless 
you.” As I turned back to my desk I 
saw the can of sardines. The man had 
gone.

In memory of Chaim ben Moshe Bentzion

Rev Leslie Hardman (1913-2008) was amongst the British soldiers who liberated the Bergen-Belsen concentration camp in 1945 and served 
as Minister of the Hendon Synagogue from 1946-1982. This extract above has been abridged from pages 52-55 in “My Dear Friends: 
Timeless Words of Warmth, Wit and Wisdom”, a memorial volume produced by his grandson. It originally appeared in “The Survivors, the 
Story of the Belsen Remnant” (Cecily Goodman, Valentine Mitchell, reprinted in 2009). We print it this week ahead of Yom Hashoah.

He began to pray and it was as though 
a warmth rose from the prayer book, 
permeating his very being.



Dr Judith Grunfeld was the headmistress of the Jewish Secondary School in Stamford Hill in 1939, whose 450 
children and staff were evacuated to Shefford and the neighbouring towns in Bedfordshire for the duration of WW2. 

In memory of Harav Yisrael ben Uriah

Farewell… pt.4
Shefford – by Dr Judith Grunfeld z’l
Extract of an address to the school by Dr. Judith Grunfeld in 1940 at the end of the first year of evacuation.

In the hearts of all our children, I 
can safely say, Shefford will con-
tinue to live on. There were about 
600 children in the course of the six 
years who have passed through our 
school in Shefford.  When they have 
become old and grey, I am sure that 
they will still talk of you.  Wherever 
former pupils meet, Shefford will 
be affectionately remembered 
and to God’s throne the story 
will go.  While on the Continent 
children were starved to death and 
massacred throughout these last 
grim years, this village gave them 
sunshine and a warm welcome. 
Somehow they found enough room 
even in the smallest cottage for 
the evacuee-refugees. There were 
clean sheets, sheets which were 
so difficult to replace. There was 
motherly care for them when they 
were ill, presents for birthdays and 
the seasons of the year, leisure to 
take them out for a treat, a place 
near the fire within the circle of the 
family.  Foster-parents and children 
grew fond of each other, love engen-
dered love and many a story will be 
told about loyalty that defies years 
of separation. Men and women 
of Shefford, you can be proud of 
yourselves. You have added a very 
wonderful chapter to the annals of 
humanity.

Now we are going to say 

goodbye. A part of the road that 
is called life we have walked 
together. You were the hosts, we 
were the guests. The guests are 
leaving now and they are leaving 
with a blessing. You all know the 
famous saying in the Bible when 

God says to Abraham “Those that 
bless thee shall be blessed”.  No 
doubt this can be applied to these 
children of Israel that were under 
your care and the way you have 
made them welcome here. We pray 
that the kindness you have shown 
to them will be repaid to you from 
above and that the divine blessing 
may come upon you abundantly 
so that your own children may be 
strong and your families happy. 
We thank you, mothers and fathers 
and all those who were good to us, 
the doctor for his medical care so 
devotedly applied, the sergeant who 
mingled discipline with kindness, 
the billeting officer for his patience, 
the gentlemen of the Clergy for 
their consideration, those who lent 
us their halls to teach in, gave us 
their lecture rooms for our prayer 
assemblies and our meals. Shefford 
may be small on the map, but we 
shall see to it that its fame will be 
spread far and wide.  I hope you will 
remember us as we remember you, 
and when teachers at school want 
to drive home a lesson about how 
to live up to a great challenge, they 
will bring up the example of what 
happened during the Second World 
War in Shefford, the little village in 
Bedfordshire.

Reproduced with permission

“… when 
teachers at 
school want to 
drive home a 
lesson about how 
to live up to a 
great challenge, 
they will bring up 
the example of 
what happened 
during the 
Second World 
War in Shefford, 
the little village in 
Bedfordshire.”
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