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ֲחֵרי מֹות ְקדִֹׁשים ַאֽ
ACHAREI MOT KEDOSHIM

Please look regularly at the 
social media and websites 
of the US, Tribe and your 
community for ongoing updates 
relating to Coronavirus as well 
as educational programming 
and community support.

You do not need to sign 
into Facebook to access the 
US Facebook page. The US 
Coronavirus Helpline is on  
020 8343 5696.

May God bless us and the 
whole world.

Artscroll p.636 
Haftarah p.1173

Hertz p.480 
Haftarah  p.509

Soncino p.705 
Haftarah  p.735

“When you reap the harvest of your land, you shall not 
complete your reaping to the corner of your field.”  

(Vayikra 19:9)



1st Aliya (Kohen) – Vayikra 16:1-24
God speaks to Moshe after the death of two of Aharon’s sons (recorded in parashat 
Shemini). Moshe is told to warn Aharon, the Kohen Gadol, not to enter the Holy 
of Holies (Kodesh Hakodashim) area of the Mishkan (Tabernacle), except on Yom 
Kippur. The sidrah now details the Yom Kippur service in the Mishkan: Aharon 
will have to bring a bull as a chatat (sin offering) and a ram as an olah (elevation 
offering). The people will provide two male goats. Aharon must place lots on the 
two goats, designating one to be a chatat and the other to be thrown off a cliff in the 
wilderness. Inside the Kodesh Hakodashim, Aharon will bring an incense offering 
(ketoret). He will also sprinkle blood from the various offerings in specific areas of 
the Mishkan.
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The story is told of a 
village where Simchat 
Torah was a rather 
staid affair; the dancing 
lacked energy and the 

singing was lacklustre as there was 
never enough whisky to go around 
to provide the required stimulus. 
In order to change this sorry state 
of affairs, it was decided that each 
week, every member of the shul 
should bring a glass of whisky and 
pour it into a barrel that stood in the 
foyer. This would ensure that, by the 
time Simchat Torah came around, 
there would be copious amounts of 
well blended whisky for the entire 

community!
One bright spark thought to 

himself “if everyone brings whisky 
and I put in water instead, it will be 
well diluted, and no one will ever 
know!” Sure enough, each week he 
surreptitiously poured in his water, 
at the same time looking forward to 
sharing in the lechaim come Yom Tov. 
Simchat Torah arrived and when they 
opened the barrel it contained only 
water, as everyone had had the same 
ingenious idea.

Among the many mitzvot in our 
sedra this week are those of social 
responsibility towards the poor. 
These include leaving peah (the 

Parashat  
Acharei Mot
Kedoshim 
By Rabbi Zvi Cohen, Kingsbury United Synagogue



2nd Aliya (Levi) – 16:25-17:7
The Israelites are commanded to fast on Yom Kippur. When 
Yom Kippur arrives, Aharon does exactly as commanded 
by God. His special service is to be repeated every year by 
future incumbents of his office. It is forbidden to bring an 
animal offering anywhere other than the Mishkan.

3rd Aliya (Shlishi) – 17:8-18:21
It is forbidden to consume the blood of any animal (Rashi). 
After doing shechita (slaughter) on kosher fowl or non-
domesticated animals, there is a mitzvah to cover the blood. 
The laws of forbidden relationships are listed, such as with 
close relatives, or with another’s spouse.

4th Aliya (Revi’i) – 18:22-19:14
The nation’s well-being in the Land is dependent upon 
adhering to the laws about forbidden relationships.
[This week’s second sidrah, Kedoshim, contains many 
mitzvot, a selection of which has been included here]. We are 
commanded to revere our parents and to observe Shabbat. 
Offerings need to be eaten within their designated time. 
When harvesting one’s field or vineyard, certain produce 
needs to be left over for paupers to take free of charge. One 
may not place a stumbling block in front of a blind person.

5th Aliya (Chamishi) – 19:15-32 
A judge is not allowed to favour any litigant. It is forbidden 
to harbour hatred or to seek revenge. You shall “love your 

In loving memory of Yaakov Yehoshua ben Ephraim Hirsch

corner of the field) and leket (the 
gleanings dropped during harvest). 
A careful look at the verse yields 
an interesting lesson. “When you 
reap the harvest of your land, you 
shall not complete your reaping 
to the corner of your field.” 
(Vayikra 19:9) The first ‘you’ in 
uvekutzrechem is in the plural form 
and the second ‘you’ techaleh is in 
the singular. Why the change?

Rav Zvi Hirsch Ferber (d.1966) 
uses our story to answer the 
question. It’s harvest time and 
throughout the country farmers 
are enjoined to leave corners, 
gleanings and forgotten bundles 
for the poor.  A farmer may think 
that there will be plenty to go 
around even if he does not leave 
his corner. Those in need will 

be supported by 
one of the many 
others involved in 
the harvest. So the 
Torah says ‘you’ in the 
singular. Your actions make a 
difference, because the actions 
of the community are made 
up of the sum total of the 
actions of individuals.

Each and everyone of us 
makes a difference. 
The phone call that 
makes someone’s 
day, the shopping 
we do for someone who 
can’t do it themselves, the 
charity we give, the item 
we gift, the smile and thanks 
we share, all go to create a 
community of Chesed.

Among the many mitzvot 
in our Sidra this week 
are those of social 
responsibility towards 
the poor. 



Chapter Overview
Chapters 13-21 cover a 
new section of the book, 
the division of the Land. 

Although much of the Land has been 
conquered, substantial, geographically-
disparate areas remain unconquered, 
such as the territory controlled by the 
Philistines. Yehoshua is now at an 
advanced age, perhaps no longer able 
to lead the people as he had before, 
eventually passing away aged 110 (ch. 
24, v. 29). God tells him to start dividing 
the Land between the tribes now, even 

though the conquest is unfinished. 
Yehoshua begins to fulfil this imperative, 
according to the instructions in Bemidbar 
ch. 26 v.53. 

Our chapter focuses on the first 
part of the division, the areas on the 
eastern side of the River Jordan given 
to the tribes of Reuven, Gad and some 
of Menashe who had requested lands 
in that area. Their request was granted 
on the condition that those tribes would 
help the rest of the people conquer the 
areas to the west of the River Jordan, as 
recorded in Bemidbar chapter 32. God 
instructs Yehoshua to formally allocate 
those lands to those tribes now, since 
enough of the Land west of the Jordan 
had been conquered for this stage of the 
condition to be fulfilled. 

Our chapter describes the geography 
of the areas given to those tribes as well 
as noting that the tribe of Levi did not 
receive ancestral land. 

Are the conquest and division an 
Inheritance or a Heritage? 

Inheritance, yerusha according to 
some explanations, as noted in chapter 
12 v.7 is used to describe the conquest 
of the Land. Heritage, nachala according 
to some explanations, which appears at 
least 10 times in one form or another in 
our chapter (e.g. verses 6, 7, 8 and 14) 
describes the division of the Land. Why 
are both words used, as they appear to 
mean the same thing?

The Daat Mikra, a modern Israeli 
commentary, makes a literary point 
on 12:7 to link nachala to the division. 
Nachala is consistent with the 
language of the Torah (Bemidbar 32:2) 
in describing the borders of the Land. 
Use of nachala here links our chapter 
back to the Torah.

The Malbim (Rabbi Meir Leibish, 
1809-1879) in his commentary to 
12:7, provides a different perspective 
to explain these two words. Malbim 
defines yerusha as the transfer of title 
from one to another, whilst nachala 
describes an item whose ownership is 
passed down through the generations 
of a family. 

This helps us to appreciate the 
use of both yerusha and nachala. 
The former is used in chapter 12 to 
describe the change of ownership 
from the Cannanite nations to Bnei 
Yisrael. The latter is used in our 
chapter to show that the Land belongs 
to Bnei Yisrael as our heritage 
throughout the generations, even 
when our inheritance of the Land was 
severed by exile. 

The Malbim’s perspective 
is especially relevant for us in 
between Yom Ha’atzmaut and Yom 
Yerushalayim. During these days, 
when the miracles of our national 
return to the Land of Israel are 
particularly on our minds, we can 
appreciate the impact of both yerusha 
and nachala. 

In memory of Chaim ben Moshe Bentzion

Sefer Yehoshua  
(the Book of Joshua) 

Rabbi Michael Laitner, 
Director of Education for 
the United Synagogue 
and assistant Rabbi at 
Finchley Synagogue

Chapter 13, 
the division 
of the Land

Our chapter describes 
the geography of the 
areas given to those 
tribes as well as 
noting that the tribe 
of Levi did not receive 
ancestral land.



Dayan Jacob Reinowitz
Below is an extract from a paper 
delivered to the Jewish Historical 
Society of England on 11 December 
1968 about Dayan Jacob Reinowitz 
(1818-1893) of the London Beth 
Din. It was written by Rabbi Eugene 
Newman (1913-1977), a leading 
historian of Anglo-Jewry, who 
served as rabbi of the Golders 
Green Synagogue and most recently 
published in Morasha Kehillat 
Yaakov: Essays in Honour of Chief 

Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks (2014). 
We present it here to provide some 
background to this significant 
rabbinic figure in the United 
Synagogue.

Dayan Reinowitz was born in 1818 
in Valkovisk, in Russia. Descended 
from a long line of rabbis and 
scholars, he had a phenomenal 
memory, an analytical mind, and 
a wide knowledge of the Talmud, 
the major halachic works, and their 

commentaries. At the age of twenty-
six, he was appointed dayan of his 
home town, a position he occupied 
for thirty years. This appointment 
was a tribute to his talmudic 
and halachic knowledge and a 
recognition of his qualities of heart, 
sincerity, humility and compassion.

Dayan Reinowitz was married to 
Esther Liba Binion, with whom he 
had three daughters, Bertha, Leah 
and Rebecca. 

LONDON APPOINTMENT
The Chevra Shass (Talmud Society) Synagogue, situated in 
Old Montague Street, London, England, was founded on 
3 Adar 1875. Its primary aim, apart from congregational 
prayer, was to study the Talmud daily in order to raise 
the very low standards of such learning in England. Its 
members, recently settled in this country, were trained 
in the yeshivas of Poland and Russia. A year after its 
opening, the Chevra Shass decided to appoint an eminent 
East European rabbi. 

Having heard that Dayan Reinowitz was visiting 
Manchester, the Chevra Shass asked him to pay them a 
visit in London. Dayan Reinowitz agreed and gave a series 
of shiurim in Talmud and delivered derashot. He made a 
great impression on the members, who believed that “a 
messenger from above” had been sent to them, and they 
unanimously decided to appoint him as their rabbi on 
Sunday, 3 Tammuz 1876, as noted in this extract from the 
synagogue records:

All of us, originally from Poland and Russia, gathered 
here to consider our position regarding heavenly matters, 

that we form a congregation. We know that every small 
congregation has a spiritual leader at its head, and why 
should we be like sheep without a shepherd? Therefore 
we said to one another, “Let us arise and strengthen one 
another and the Lord will be with us. Let us appoint a 
spiritual head who will teach us of his ways, the ways of 
the Torah, and we will walk in his ways.” As this great 
and honourable man happens to pass by, the distinguished 
Rabbi, the great light crowned with the ways of the Torah, 
who acted as “moreh horaah” for many years, our teacher 
Rabbi Jacob son of Rabbi David, may his light shine, we 
decided unanimously that he is the man whom we wish to 
honour. He shall be our spiritual guide. He will instruct us 
in the laws which are forbidden and which are permitted, 
and he will teach Talmud, Rashi, and Tosafot every day 
in the Chevra Shass, which we founded with God’s help. 
We, the undersigned, undertake to pay him a salary of £3 
sterling per week. The agreement shall have the force of 
any other agreement made by Jewish law. As proof, we 
have signed it on Sunday 1st day of Rosh Chodesh Ellul 
5636 – 1876, here in London.

In memory of David Yochanan ben Moshe

fellow as yourself”. Eating the fruit of a tree during the first 
three years of growth is forbidden. In its fourth year, the fruit 
has to be eaten in Jerusalem. It is forbidden to cut one’s skin in 
mourning. There is a mitzvah to stand up in the presence of a 

Torah scholar and an elderly person. 
Point to Consider: what did Rabbi Akiva comment on 
the mitzvah to “love your fellow as yourself”? (see Rashi 
to 19:18)

by Rabbi Eugene Newman, z’l

A Scholar in their Midst: 



6th Aliya (Shishi) – 19:33-20:7
One must have accurate scales, weights and measures. There 
was a severe prohibition against giving one’s children over to 
an ancient cult called ‘Molech’.

7th Aliya (Shevi’i) – 20:8-27
Cursing one’s parents is forbidden. The punishments for the 
forbidden relationships detailed in the 3rd aliya (Shlishi) are 
listed. Keeping the laws of kashrut will enable us to remain a 
distinct and distinguished nation. 

Haftarah
The prophet Amos rebukes Israel for being no better than the 
Pelishtim (Philistine) nation. Those who were particularly sinful 
will suffer the harshest punishment. But once they have died 
by the sword, the Davidic kingdom will return and the Land 
will be rebuilt.

SHEFFORD, THE NAME FOR A MIRACLE
Scholars of the Jewish Secondary 
School returning to London from 
Shefford, where it had been 
evacuated since 1939, will be known 
as “Old Sheffordians”, a specially 
distinguishing title, said Dr. S. 
Schonfeld, the Principal, speaking at 
a farewell concert given by the staff 
and scholars at the Shefford Senior 
School on 31st July. 

Dr. Schonfeld added that his time 
had been spent mainly in London, 
keeping up supplies.  Shefford would 
stand for the name of a miracle that 
had not been performed elsewhere.  
It had entered the list of places of 
historical importance, for cultural 
battles had been fought and won 
there.  This country of Britain showed 
more fair play to the Jew than any 
other country in the world. 

“Indispensable has been the work 
of the people of Shefford in helping 
hard-pressed Israel, and British Jewry 
is grateful”, he concluded.

VITAL CO-OPERATION 
The Head Master, Dr. Abraham 

Levene, said that Bedfordshire 
hospitality was traditional, and in 
September 1939 Jewish children 
were made to feel at home in half an 
hour.  But without the cooperation 
of the clergy of the various 
denominations in the district, the 
work of the school might well have 
been impossible.  He has been invited 
to address gatherings at Sisterhoods, 
Brotherhoods, hospitals and other 
institutions, and local residents 
had reciprocated by lecturing to the 
scholars on topical and local subjects.  
The lessons thus gained in mutual 
understanding and sympathy could 
lead only to a better cooperation 
between Jew and Gentile. 

Turning to the work of the school, 
Dr. Levene said that the results of the 
recent London Matriculation showed 
that of their seven entries all had 
been successful, two pupils gaining 
distinction.  During their six years in 
Shefford, fifty such successes had 
been gained.  This was the more 
remarkable for the fact that many of 
these successful candidates could 
speak very little English on coming to 

Shefford and had gained distinction 
in English, English Literature, and 
English History.  One German lad 
knew no English in 1939 and was 
now studying for his Final B.Sc. 
(Engineering).  Other foreign lads who 
studied at Shefford achieved such 
successes as B.Sc. (Lond.), M.B., B.S. 
(Lond.), and B.Sc. and A.R.C.S. at the 
Imperial College of Science. 

Shefford foster-parents who had 
battles with the Jewish dietary laws, 
played no small part in these results.  
He thanked them all.  

Dr. Judith Grunfeld, Head Mistress, 
specially thanked the women of 
Shefford who had displayed the great 
power of motherhood.  Husbands 
and sons were away and they had 
thrown open their homes in such a 
way that staff and pupils always felt 
it a pleasure to walk in.  Shefford 
streets and lanes had become part 
and parcel of the life of their pupils.  
The 600 children who had lived there 
would never forget the outings, 
the tea parties, the presents and 
the friendship which had brought 
sunshine to their lives. 

Letters, Reports and Addresses part 1
Shefford – by Dr Judith Grunfeld z’l

Dr Judith Grunfeld was the headmistress of the Jewish Secondary School in Stamford Hill in 1939, whose 450 children 
and staff were evacuated to Shefford and the neighbouring towns in Bedfordshire for the duration of WW2. 

The following report was printed in The North Bedfordshire Courier of August 7 1945






