
10 OF THE BEST ISRAELI 
CITIES



ACRE / AKKO

Acre is a city in the northern coastal plain region 
of northern Israel at the northern extremity of 
Haifa Bay. The city occupies an important location, 
as it sits on the coast of the Mediterranean, 
linking the waterways and commercial activity 
with the Levant. Acre is one of the oldest 
continuously inhabited sites in the world.

Historically, it was a strategic coastal link to the 
Levant. In crusader times it was known as St. John 
d'Acre after the Knights Hospitaller of St John 
order who had their headquarters there. Acre is 
the holiest city of the Bahá'í Faith. In 2011, the 
population was 46,464. Acre is a mixed city, with 
75% of the population being Jewish and 25% 
Arab.



HERZLIYA

Herzliya - is a city in the central coast of Israel, at 
the Northern part of the Tel Aviv District. It has a 
population of more than 110,000 residents. Named 
after Theodor Herzl, the founder of modern 
Zionism, Herzliya covers an area of 21.6 square 
kilometres (8.3 sq mi). At its western municipal 
boundaries is Herzliya Pituah, one of Israel's most 
affluent districts and home to ambassadors, foreign 
diplomats and businessmen.



BEERSHEVA

Beersheva - is the largest city in the Negev desert of 
southern Israel. Often referred to as the "Capital of the 
Negev", it is the seventh-largest city in Israel with a 
population of 197,269
Tel Beer Sheva, an archaeological site containing the ruins 
of an ancient town believed to have been the Biblical 
Beersheba, lies a few kilometres east of the modern city. 
The town dates to the early Israelite period, around the 
10th century BCE. The site was probably chosen due to the 
abundance of water, as evidenced by the numerous wells 
in the area. According to the Bible, the wells were dug by 
Abraham and Isaac when they arrived there.



EILAT

Eilat is Israel's southernmost city, a busy port and 
popular resort located at the northern tip of the 
Red Sea, on the Gulf of Aqaba.
Home to about 47,700 people, Eilat is part of the 
Southern Negev Desert, at the southern end of 
the Arava, adjacent to the Egyptian village of Taba
to the south, the Jordanian port city of Aqaba to 
the east, and within sight of Saudi Arabia to the 
south-east, across the gulf.
Eilat's arid desert climate and low humidity are 
moderated by proximity to a warm sea. 
Temperatures often exceed 40 °C (104 °F) in 
summer, and 21 °C (70 °F) in winter, while water 
temperatures range between 20 and 26 °C (68 and 
79 °F). Eilat averages 360 sunny days a year.[2]
The city's beaches, coral reef, nightlife and desert 
landscapes make it a popular destination for 
domestic and international tourism.



TIBERIAS

Tiberias is an Israeli city on the western shore of the 
Sea of Galilee (also called the Kinneret), Lower Galilee, 
Israel. Established in 20 CE, it was named in honour of 
the emperor Tiberius.

Tiberias was venerated in Judaism from the middle of 
the 2nd century CE and since the 16th century has 
been considered one of Judaism's Four Holy Cities, 
along with Jerusalem, Hebron and Safed. In the 2nd–
10th centuries, Tiberias was the largest Jewish city in 
the Galilee and the political and religious hub of the 
Jews of Palestine. It has been known for its hot springs, 
believed to cure skin and other ailments, for thousands 
of years.



NETANYA

Netanya ("gift of God") is a city in the Northern Central 
District of Israel, and is the capital of the surrounding 
Sharon plain. It is located 30 km (18.64 mi) north of Tel 
Aviv, and 56 km (34.80 mi) south of Haifa, between the 
'Poleg' stream and Wingate Institute in the south and 
the 'Avichail' stream in the north. Netanya was named in 
honor of Nathan Straus, a prominent Jewish American 
merchant and philanthropist in the early twentieth 
century. 
Its 14 kilometres (8.7 mi) of beaches have made the city 
a very popular tourist resort. In addition, the city is 
known for its large immigrant population. A significant 
percentage of the city's population consists of 
immigrants from the former Soviet Union, France, and 
Ethiopia, and the city is home to a notably large 
population of Anglo speaking immigrants from the 
United Kingdom, United States, Canada, South Africa, 
Australia and New Zealand.



SAFED/TZEFAT

Safed/Tzefat is a city in the Northern District 
of Israel. Located at an elevation of 900 
metres (2,953 ft), Safed is the highest city in 
the Galilee and in Israel. Due to its high 
elevation, Safed experiences warm summers 
and cold, often snowy, winters. Since the 
16th century, Safed has been considered one 
of Judaism's Four Holy Cities, along with 
Jerusalem, Hebron and Tiberias; since that 
time, the city has remained a center of 
Kabbalah, also known as Jewish mysticism.



HAIFA
Haifa is the largest city in northern Israel, and 
the third largest city in the country.
Built on the slopes of Mount Carmel, the 
history of settlement at the site spans more 
than 3,000 years.
Over the centuries, the city has changed 
hands: It has been conquered and ruled by 
the Phoenicians, Persians, Hasmoneans, 
Romans, Byzantines, Arabs, Crusaders, 
Ottomans, British, and the Israelis. 



TEL AVIV
Tel Aviv is the second most populous city in 
Israel, with a population of 414,600 and a land 
area of 20 square miles (52 km2). Tel Aviv forms 
part of the Tel Aviv Metropolitan Area, also 
known as Gush Dan, which constitutes Israel's 
largest metropolitan area so as to house 
3,464,100 residents, 42% of the country's 
population. 
Tel Aviv (with Yafo/Jaffa) is the largest and most 
populous section of the metropolitan area. Tel 
Aviv was founded by the Jewish community on 
the outskirts of the ancient port city of Jaffa in 
1909. 
Tel Aviv's White City, designated a UNESCO World 
Heritage Site in 2003, comprises the world's 
largest concentration of Bauhaus buildings



JERUSALEM
Jerusalem is located on a plateau in the 
Judean Mountains between the 
Mediterranean and the Dead Sea, is one of 
the oldest cities in the world. It is considered 
holy to the three major Abrahamic 
religions—Judaism, Christianity and Islam. 
During its long history, Jerusalem has been 
destroyed at least twice, besieged 23 times, 
attacked 52 times, and captured and 
recaptured 44 times. The oldest part of the 
city was settled in the 4th millennium BCE. In 
1538, walls were built around Jerusalem 
under Suleiman the Magnificent. Today those 
walls define the Old City, which has been 
traditionally divided into four quarters—
known since the early 19th century as the 
Armenian, Christian, Jewish, and Muslim 
Quarters. The Old City became a World 
Heritage site in 1981, and is on the List of 
World Heritage in Danger. Modern Jerusalem 
has grown far beyond the Old City's 
boundaries.


