
THE THREE WEEKS, TISHA B’AV 
(9TH OF AV) AND THE MONTH 

OF AV IN GENERAL
CALAMITIES THROUGHOUT THE AGES



THE GOLDEN CALF

The episode of the golden calf

is associated with the fast of

17th of Tammuz. Whilst Moses

was on Mount Sinai after the

Exodus, some of the Children

of Israel used the golden calf to

reintroduce idolatry as a form

of spirituality.



THE GOLDEN
CALF – a brief chronology

• Moses had promised the children of Israel that he would return after forty days. 

• The Children of Israel miscalculated did not realise that Moses had meant that he would return after the completion of 
forty full days.

• On the sixteenth of Tammuz, the people demanded an idol from Aaaron to take Moses‘s place.

• Aaron knew that Moses would return the next morning. He therefore decided to play for time, asking for donations in the 
hope that this would dissuade the people.

• However Egyptian conspirators who had left Egypt during the Exodus made the gold assume the form of a calf.

• When the Children of Israel saw the calf, some believed that it was to be their representative before God and paid homage 
to it.

• G-d informed Moses of the downfall of the Children of Israel and of the severe punishment for their idolatry.

• Moses was greatly distressed. In moving words, he prayed and implored G-d to spare the Jewish people

• Together Moses and Joshua approached the camp of Israel, after Moses has descended most of the mountain. They heard 
shouts of jubilation and joy from people dancing around the calf.

• In despair, Moses threw the Tables of Testimony on which the Torah was written to the ground, shattering them into small 
pieces. 



THE FIRST TEMPLE WAS DESTROYED

The First Temple 
was destroyed by 
the Babylonians in 

c. 586 BCE

Lamentations of Jeremiah, the major Biblical 
prophet at the time of the destruction.



EVENTS LEADING UP TO THE DESTRUCTION 
OF THE FIRST TEMPLE

• Jeremiah prophesied about the Babylonian threat and warned the Jews of the terrible devastation they would incur if they 
did not stop worshipping idols and mistreating each other.

• Jeremiah summoned his devoted disciple, Baruch ben Neriah, and dictated to him a heart-rending and graphic warning of 
the coming doom; this prophecy eventually became known as the Book of Lamentations ("Eichah")

• The Babylonian king, Nebuchadnezzar, marched on Judah the southern kingdom. He pillaged Jerusalem and deported tens 
of thousands of Jews to his capital in Babylon; all the deportees were drawn from the upper classes, the wealthy, and 
craftsmen.

• On the tenth of Tevet, Nebuchadnezzar began the siege of Jerusalem.

• Thirty months later, on the 17th of Tammuz, after a long siege during which hunger and epidemics ravaged the city, the 
city walls were breached. 

• On the seventh day of Av, Nebuzaradan, the chief of Nebuchadnezzar's army, began the destruction of Jerusalem. The 
walls of the city were torn down, the royal palace and other structures in the city were set on fire.

• On the ninth day of Av, toward evening, the Holy Temple was set on fire and destroyed. The fire burned for 24 hours.



DESTRUCTION OF THE SECOND TEMPLE

In 70 CE, Roman 
legions under 

Titus retook and 
subsequently 

destroyed 
Jerusalem and 

the Second 
Temple. 



EVETNS AROUND THE DESTRUCTION OF THE 
SECOND TEMPLE

• The Second Holy Temple stood in Jerusalem for approximately 550 
years.

• In 66 CE the Jewish population rebelled against the Roman Empire

• Four years later, in 70 CE, Roman legions under Titus retook and 
subsequently destroyed much of Jerusalem and the Second Temple.

• The Arch of Titus, located in Rome and built to commemorate Titus's 
victory in Judea, depicts a Roman victory procession with soldiers 
carrying spoils from the Temple, including the Menorah; the sale of 
Jewish slaves funded the construction of the Colosseum.



THE FIRST CRUSADE 1096

The First Crusade
officially commenced
on August 15, 1096
(Av 24), killing
10,000 Jews in its
first month and
destroying Jewish
communities in
France and the
Rhineland. An
enormous number of
Jews were killed by
the end of this
Crusade.



THE FIRST CRUSADE 1096

• The Crusades were a series of military expeditions conducted by European Christians in the 11th, 12th and
13th centuries to conquer the land of Israel from the Muslims or to repel their counterattacks.

• Among many Crusaders the feeling was that before they attacked the heathens in far-off Palestine, there
were infidels much closer to home with whom they should contend, i.e the Jews.

• In May 1096, over a period of four weeks as they travelled overland to Palestine, frenzied bands of Crusaders
struck the Jewish communities of Speyer, Worms, Mainz, and Cologne.

• Some Jews were offered the option of conversion to Christianity or death. The vast majority chose the latter.

• The Crusaders reached Jerusalem in 1099. Once there, they gathered all the Jews of Jerusalem into a central
synagogue and set it on fire.

• The Crusades set a dangerous precedent, the rise of organised, popular, anti-Jewish uprisings



EXPULSION FROM ENGLAND 1290

The edict expelling the Jews 
from England was signed on 
July 18, 1290 (9 Av). 



EXPULSION FROM ENGLAND 1290

• On July 18, 1290, the Edict of Expulsion was 
issued.

• In 1218, England became the first European 
nation to require Jews to wear a marking badge

• Between 1219 and 1272, 49 taxes were imposed 
on Jews for a total of 200,000 marks, a vast sum 
of money.

• The first major step towards expulsion took 
place in 1275, with the Statute of Jewry. The 
Statute outlawed all lending at interest and gave 
Jews fifteen years to readjust.

• One official reason for the expulsion was that 
Jews had declined to follow the Statute of Jewry. 
The edict of expulsion was widely popular and 
met with little resistance, so that the expulsion 
was quickly carried out.



EXPULSION FROM FRANCE 1306

The Jews were expelled from 
France on July 22, 1306 (10 Av).

Various costumes of medieval 
French Jews.



EXPULSION FROM FRANCE 1306

• Jews were arrested on 10 Av.

• In prison they received notice that they had been sentenced to exile.

• They would have to abandon their goods and debts, taking only the 
clothes which they had on their backs and the sum of 12 sous each.

• The Jews would have to quit the kingdom within one month. 



EXPULSION FROM SPAIN 1492

The Jews were expelled 
from Spain on July 31, 1492 
(7 Av). 



EXPULSION FROM SPAIN 1492

• Edict of Expulsion was issued against the Jews 
of Spain by Ferdinand and Isabella (March 31, 
1492). It ordered all Jews of whatever age to 
leave the kingdom by the last day of July 
(shortly before Tisha B'Av)

• They were permitted to take their property 
provided it was not in gold, silver, or money. 

• The number of those who were thus driven 
from Spain has been differently estimated by 
various observers and historians.

Historian Isidore Loeb, in a special study of the subject in 
the Revue des Études Juives (xiv. 162–183), provided the 
following figures for where the Jews went to:

Algeria 10,000
Americas 5,000
Egypt and Tripoli 2,000
France 3,000
Holland, Scandinavia and Hamburg 25,000
Italy 9,000
Morocco 20,000
Turkey 90,000
Elsewhere 1,000
________
Total emigrated 165,000
Baptized 50,000
Died en route 20,000
________
Total in Spain in 1492 235,000



WWI 

Germany declared war on 
Russia August 1, 1914, 
corresponding to 9 Av that 
year.  This triggered the 
start of World War One 
which caused massive 
upheaval in European 
Jewry and whose 
aftermath led to the 
Holocaust 



WWI

• World War One broke out shortly after Tisha B’Av in 1914.

• It was the most destructive  conflict the world had seen to date with 
millions of casualties.

• Jew fought against Jew and Jewish communities suffered massive 
dislocation.

• Revolution in Russia took Russia out of the war and led to Communist 
rule.

• The British under Allenby captured Jerusalem from the Ottomans; the 
Balfour Declaration was issued.

• Instability in Germany post-war was amongst the reasons for the rise 
of Nazism.



THE FINAL SOLUTION

On August 2, 1941 (9 Av), 
SS commander Heinrich 
Himmler formally received 
approval from the Nazi 
Party for "The Final 
Solution“, a central 
element of the Holocaust 
began during which 
almost one third of 
world's Jewish population 
perished.



THE FINAL SOLUTION

• Reichsführer-SS Heinrich Himmler was the chief architect of the plan, 
which came to be called the Final Solution to the Jewish Question.

• Issued on July 31, 1941.

• The final solution was Nazi Germany's plan during World War II to 
systematically exterminate the Jewish population in Nazi-occupied 
Europe through genocide.

• This policy was formulated in procedural terms in January 1942 at the 
Wannsee Conference in Berlin. 



WARSAW GHETTO DEPORTATION

On July 23, 1942 (9 Av), the 
mass deportation of Jews 
from the Warsaw Ghetto 
began, en route to the 
extermination camp at 
Treblinka.



WARSAW GHETTO DEPORTATION

• On July 23, 1942 (9 Av), the systematic deportation of Jews from the Warsaw Ghetto begins, as 
thousands are rounded up daily and transported to a newly constructed extermination camp at 
the railway village of Treblinka, about 62 miles northeast of Warsaw.

• In October 1942, Heinrich Himmler, head of the Nazi SS, ordered that the Warsaw Ghetto be 
depopulated– a “total cleansing,” as he described it – and the inhabitants to be killed there or 
transported to what was to an extermination camp constructed at the railway village of Treblinka, 
62 miles northeast of Warsaw.

• Within the first seven weeks of Himmler’s order, approximately 300,000 Jews were taken to 
Treblinka by rail and gassed to death, marking the largest single act of destruction of any 
population group, Jewish or non-Jewish, civilian or military, in the war.



THE SHOAH

Most religious communities use Tisha B'Av as 
one of several opportunities during the year to 
mourn the 6,000,000 Jews who perished in the 
Holocaust.  Services on this day include special 
kinnot composed for this purpose.


